


Basketry
(Weaving)



HISTORY

The weaving of baskets is a very old art. weaving of baskets is the oldest of the textile arts known to 

mankind. No doubt it was started of necessity to gather the crops in ancient times. The baskets of today 

are the development of an art that has been handed down through hundreds of years. The crudest people 

of all ages have made baskets, using material that they had at hand. Perhaps this utilization by primitive 

people of materials at hand constitutes part of the craft of basketry. All early people knew where to find 

a supply of twigs and grasses, for they lived close to nature and their conveniences were made chiefly 

from vegetable materials.



Today India is recognized for its skill in basket making. In earlier times, the Indians considered 

basket making a woman's art. It was a part of her homemaking. Indian peoples experimented with 

the suitable materials and dyes which they found in locality until they have become skilled 

craftsmen in all kinds of basket weaving. From the earliest times, colors have had definite 

meanings. In ancient art, the proper use of each color was a matter of much consideration, because 

each one had a mystic meaning or symbolism. It is very interesting to note how color played an 

important part in Indian basket making. White is generally used to denote peace and happiness 

and innocence.

At the time of partition of India and Pakistan when people came to Pakistan from India, So a lot 

of culture moved here with them. And today it has become a part of our culture. In fact, all this 

culture etc. came from India.



Why I choose this.

I took basket craft because I spent my childhood in a village. Where I saw a lot of people doing 

handcraft. Village women in particular specialize in handmade crafts. But in the craft of 

making baskets, women as well as men seemed to be very skilled in making baskets. As a kid, I 

used to go to school in the morning with my friends and often saw people making baskets at 

home. They were sitting in groups and making baskets. Some people were doing ready 

materials that used to make baskets and some were making baskets. And then they would go to 

the bazaar and sell the baskets and earn a living for themselves. 

We did an assignment in the third semester in which we were taught to make baskets. Two 

craftsmen were called to our class who taught us to make baskets. For a moment, I remembered 

my childhood. 

Then in the final submission we made baskets by using unconventional materials. Which we all 

made in a very good way. Because in this we did weave, and I did it using different materials.



Kantha Embroidery
(Running Stitch)



Kantha, a popular style of embroidery that comes from West Bengal. Traditionally this embroidery 

was used for quilts, dhotis and sarees, but over a period of time it has evolved and made its way right 

into the heart of fashion.

Origin and history:

Kantha is the oldest forms of Indian embroidery as it can be traced back to the first and second A.D. 

Kantha work is approximately 500 years old, and there is a myth surrounding it which points out that 

Lord Buddha and his disciples used old rags with different kinds of patchwork to cover themselves 

with at night, and this gave the Kantha embroidery its origin. 

There are 7 different types of Kantha stitches. The first kind is the Lep Kantha, which is used to make 

warm, padded quilts. Then there is the Sujani Kantha which is used to make bed covers for ceremonial 

occasions. Baiton Kantha is used on covers meant to wrap books and other precious objects.



Oaar Kantha is used on pillow covers, while Archilata Kantha is used for covering mirrors and 

usually comes with colorful motifs and borders. Durjani Kantha is small pieces used to make the 

insides of a wallet, and the last kind is the Rumal Kantha which is used to cover plates and come 

with a lotus motif right in the center.



Why I choose this.

I choose the Running stitch technique because I am using this embroidery 

technique in my initial fabrication. Actually, in thesis, I am describing the 

moments of my childhood memories.  Everyone remembers their own childhood 

but I don't remember my childhood. An accident happened to me as a child which 

caused me to forget my memories of my childhood. And then I started my 

childhood again at the age of 9 years. And learned everything from scratch and 

recognized everything. 

So now I'm using running stitches more in fabrication because it has felt like 

someone is remembering their forgotten memories and remembering their past 

moments. I’m also using chain stitch somewhere in my fabrication because it 

shows as a joint. Because when I was learning everything from new, that was very 

tough for me, but due to the family support handled it all.



ANISH KAPOOR
British Sculptor 

Artist Research



Anish Kapoor is well known for his use of abstract biomorphic form, was born in Mumbai, India. 

Anish Kapoor is well known for his biomorphic form, his biomorphic for rich colors and polished 

surface. He also gave a solo show at Royal Academy of arts, London for the first time. He also won 

Turner award.

One of the most famous artwork od Anish Kapoor is “Sky Mirror” is made for De Pont museum and it 

was first outdoor project of Anish Kapoor in Netherland. It was produced publicly in 2017. Sky mirror 

is basically a steel wrapped aluminum sheet tilted at the angle of 30 degree and its weight is 10 tons. 

Now we can see this at the entrance of De Pont museum near garden. 



Anish made this Sky Mirror when he focused into nature and developed interest in that. He thought 

that world is for away from the nature. We as a human being are for away from the nature. Everyone 

is busy in their work, earning money and indulged in nature. So after focusing on such things he 

decided to make work close with nature. He spent almost two years in searching for an unique idea, 

then he come up with Sky Mirror idea. The main aim to make Sky Mirror was make earth and nature 

close. As when we go near it. Sky Mirror shows sky, people, work etc. all together. And when people 

make away from it, its shows the nature is also going away. When people ignore it. It also ignore the 

people. It show peace that is in nature. And nature is in Sky mirror. That satisfy the reason for its 

existence. 

Thoughts 

Why I choose this.

I liked the work of a sculptor artist Anish kapoor because he used a mirror in his work. 

When I saw myself in the mirror, I recapture my childhood memories in the mirror. In the 

mirror, I see the support that made my childhood better and helped me learn a lot.



Final Product: (Bag)

I went back to school at the age of 11 and 

started reading and writing. I was given a 

new bag and  I started to keep books and pen 

in my bag with passion. So school bag was 

very important too me.



Final Product: (Trunk)

A lot of my memories are the ones I 

remember after a long time and use in my 

thesis. It's like I've taken my memories out 

of a box a long time ago and I'm trying to 

remember them all.



Thank You


