
Transhumanism 



Context and History



Transhumanism is a philosophical movement that advocates for the transformation 
of the human condition by developing and making widely available sophisticated 
technologies able to greatly modify or enhance human intellect and physiology

“...man remaining man, but transcending himself, by realizing new possibilities of 
and for his human nature.” (Huxley, 1957)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVmuU04-X5E


A future vision of humanity evolving into a new intelligent 
species that will either supplement or supersede it.

Many seek to use technology to rid us of greater world issues 
such as famine, disease and war- to improve the quality of 
life. However, these technological improvements also pose 

an existential risk to the welfare of humanity.

IMMORTALITY

AIMS



Perfectionism



Possibilities to Consider

● Superintelligent machines

● Lifelong emotional well-being through re-calibration of the pleasure-centers

● Personality pills

● Space colonization

● Molecular nanotechnology

● Vastly extended lifespans

● Extinction of intelligent life

● Uploading of our consciousness into a virtual reality (Nick Bostrom, 1998)



Two Visions
of post-humanity

- Technological and genetic improvements 
have created a distinct species of radically 
enhanced humans.

- Greater-than-human machine intelligence 
emerges.



Examples in Popular Media

The Flash

X-Men





In Application



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKbrwPL3wXE






Transhumanism: Meet the cyborgs and biohackers redefining beauty

As biotechnology advances, so too may our ideas of what it means to be human.
Today, we can alter our bodies in previously unimaginable ways, whether that's implanting 
microchips, fitting advanced prosthetic limbs or even designing entirely new senses.
So-called transhumanists -- people who seek to improve their biology by enhancing their bodies 
with technology -- believe that our natural condition inhibits our experience of the world, and that 
we can transcend our current capabilities through science.

Ideas that are "technoprogressive" to some are controversial to others. But to photographer 
David Vintiner, they are something else altogether: beautiful.













http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOcktbXSfxU


Postgenderism 

The end goal of feminist revolution must be, unlike that of the first feminist movement, not 
just the elimination of male privilege but of the sex distinction itself: genital differences 
between human beings would no longer matter culturally. (A reversion to an unobstructed 
pansexuality Freud's 'polymorphous perversity'—would probably supersede 
hetero/homo/bi-sexuality.) The reproduction of the species by one sex for the benefit of both 
would be replaced by (at least the option of) artificial reproduction: children would be born to 
both sexes equally, or independently of either, however one chooses to look at it; the 
dependence of the child on the mother (and vice versa) would give way to a greatly shortened 
dependence on a small group of others in general, and any remaining inferiority to adults in 
physical strength would be compensated for culturally.

 Shulamith Firestone's 1970 book The Dialectic of Sex. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shulamith_Firestone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dialectic_of_Sex




“Will New COVID Vaccine Make You Transhuman?” asks one 
conspiratorial article about the upcoming inoculations, feeding into a 
wackadoodle charge about the “reprogramming” of DNA. “This vaccine 
will not only ‘mark’ you like a cattle,” reads another website, “you will be 
injected with nano particules that will make you a Perfect antenna for 
the 5g frequencies.” 

Excerpt from Washington Post 

https://sciencebasedmedicine.org/rna-vaccines-against-covid-19-will-not-permanently-alter-your-dna/




Ethics 



● Loss of human nature/Identity

● Systematic dehumanization & Inequality

● Elimination of Suffering through Technological progress

● Growth and Stagnation



Religious Conflicts



Loss of Identity



● What makes us human?

● The importance of human identity.

● The possible effects of transhumanism on human population.



Positive and Negative Implications



Transhumanist technologies may be used to enhance 
humans only as far as the utility and value gained is 
intrinsic to the individual, and minimizes the extrinsic 
effects on other individuals.





● Division in the society

● Extreme Inequality

● Less opportunities for the poor and more opportunities for the rich

● The system of hierarchy 



The genetically privileged may be ageless, healthy, super-geniuses of flawless physical 
beauty, who are graced with a sparkling wit and a disarmingly self-deprecating sense of 

humor, radiating warmth, empathy and relaxed confidence. The non-privileged would remain 
at today’s level but perhaps deprived of some their self-respect and suffering occasional 

bouts of envy.

Nick Bostrom, Transhumanist Ethics





Elimination of Suffering Through Technological Progress



If we truly manage to achieve a world with no diseases, 
perfect immunity and consequently, a drastically reduced 

or nil death rate, it would be interesting to see what 
becomes of our overly-populated planet



The same way as Chimpanzees lack the cognitive wherewithal to understand what it is 
like to be human – the ambitions we humans have, our philosophies, the complexities of 

human society, or the subtleties of our relationships with one another, so we humans 
may lack the capacity to form a realistic intuitive understanding of what it would be like 

to be a radically enhanced human (a “posthuman”) and of the thoughts, concerns, 
aspirations, and social relations that such humans may have.

Nick Bostrom, Transhumanist Ethics



Thank you!


