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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

     My personal experience of teaching art at Middle level:  
§  Students lack of interest in content of the curriculum  

§  Challenging to motivate students in the classroom 

§  Absence of effective individual questioning 

§  No space for student voice and critical thinking 

§  Lack of implementation of active learning strategies in lesson planning 
 



RESEARCH GAP 

This study shall understand the underexplored relationship between Active 
Learning Pedagogy and the development of an Art curriculum for middle 
school students in private educational sector in Pakistan. This engaging art 
curriculum derived from active learning methods will be developed as a result 
of this teaching strategy. 



The purpose of the study is to explore student engagement strategies by 
involving Active Learning as teaching pedagogy to the development of an 
engaging curriculum which should provide opportunities for students to 
become more engaged in art class. 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY  



 RESEARCH QUESTION 

How can an Active Learning pedagogy contribute to the 
development of an engaging Art curriculum in middle 
schools in Pakistan? 



The stimulation of an Active Learning pedagogy contribution in the 
development of an engaging Art curriculum in middle schools to 
increase student’s engagement in arts courses. 

THESIS STATEMENT  



§  Art curriculum in middle schools in Pakistan 
§  Role of art within the education system 

§  Classroom setting and management 
§  Student-teacher relationship 
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§  Active Learning pedagogy 
§  Classroom-based active-learning strategies 
§  Active Student participation 

Active Learning pedagogical 
strategies 

Student engagement strategies in 
art class 

Art curriculum development 
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RESEARCH DESIGN  

Qualitative Action Research 
 
 
 
 
Convenience sampling is suitable for this study,  As for this study I need a focused group 
of participants. 
 
 

 

RESEARCH STRATEGY 

 
SAMPLE SELECTION 
 



 
SITE/SETTING 
  Department: Art and Design  School: Aitchison College, Prep School   Duration: One Academic session 
2020-21 
 
 
 
          A focused group of Students 
 
Age group: 13-14 years  Grade: 8   Number: 08   Gender: Male   Relation: My students  
 
from the past three years 
 
          A focused group of Teachers 
 
Age group: 28-45 years  Number: 03   Gender: female   Teaching: Middle level  Criteria:  
Educators/ curriculum designers/ professional visual artist from SICAS, Beaconhouse and Newlands-

Beaconhouse school System 
 

PARTICIPANTS 



 DATA COLLECTION 

Overtly Participant Observer, for the observation part of the data collection during Active 
learning methods workshop. 
Participant Observer 
 
  

 
ROLE AS A RESEARCHER  
 

PHASE 1: Survey and Interviews 

PHASE 2: Active Learning Methods Workshop  Setting: (Zoom meetings) 

The workshop will be carried out in a series of two session   Duration: three consecutive 

days for two weeks   Timing: two hours per day 
1.  Interaction, Initial discussion, Prior knowledge (Basics) (1st day) 
2.  Mind mapping, Reflections, Working (Active Learning Methods)(2nd day) 
3.  Bringing it all together, Outcomes (based on at least one active learning strategy) (3rd day) 

 



 
 

INTERVIEWS/QUESTIONNAIRES 

Interview tool: Semi structured interview (open-ended questions)  

One interview with each participant, assess their inclinations 

regarding the subject matter 

COVID Measures: Due to the ongoing pandemic    Method: Online/ 

written (Email Questions) audio/video/Internet (social networks)  

Interviews with art teachers 
 

DATA COLLECTION (Methodology) 

 

Survey Tool: Self-administered questionnaire (open-ended questions) 

One survey would contain directed questions pertaining to their 

understanding of  the course topics/ art classroom activities 

COVID Measures: Due to the ongoing pandemic   Method: Online/ written 

(Email Questions) audio/video/Internet (social networks) with consent 
 

Questionnaire survey with students   
 



DATA COLLECTION  

REFLECTIVE JOURNAL 
§  Written observations, notes of six days Active learning 

workshop sessions 

§  Audio/video recording of participants (teachers and students), 

Photographs (Active learning workshop) as form of Visuals 

Kept and filled by researcher  
 

Active Learning Methods Workshop 
 

OBSERVATIONS 
§  Participant Observation 

§  Recorded, written observations and notes  

§  Participation and outcomes would be assessed 

§  Photographs, short clips, audios & video documentation of the 

discussion (Recording of Zoom meetings) 



Secondary data: 
§  Selected articles 
§  Educational theories  
§  Pervious research papers 
§  Active learning activities/

methods 

PRELIMINARY PILOT STUDY 



OUTCOMES (possibilities) 

A proposal based resource in which active learning pedagogy for developing an engaging 
art curriculum which may be used as a reference for a guide for designing art curriculum at 
middle level. The proposal will include the following: 

§  Active student participation strategies- Towards a shift in roles within school education 

§  Project/assignment ideas 

§  Students reflections- (How can students take responsibility for their own learning?) 

§  Active Student Participation- A closer look at a growing school of thought 

§  Students critical and active approach toward learning 

 
 



VALIDITY & ETHICAL ISSUES 

Surveys, interviews & observations  The quality and credibility of this qualitative study may be assessed 
using two or more resources. 

Triangulation 

Rich, thick description 
I will make sure the data when written and interpreted for research 
contains a strong sense of the participants’ voices and a detailed 
description of the setting. 
 

Ethical validation 

§  Permission from surveys and interviewees, consent on sharing their 
feedback for my research and way of documentation.  

§  Consent forms (will be taken from SVAD, BNU) 
§  Approval from administrative authority of school. 
§  Confidentiality to ensure that their personal information will remain 

highly confidential. 
 



LIMITATIONS/CHALLENGES 

My research is limited to Prep School, Aitchison College, and its protocols would be 
fulfilled through an ethical consideration procedure. 

 

§  Online study  due to pandemic time period (COVID 19) 

§  Student Active participation strategies and administrative response 

§  Time management 

§  Focused on relevant content 



IMPLICATIONS & SIGNIFICANCE 

§  Bring together an Active Learning as Pedagogical Method and its role in 
developing an art curriculum.  

§  Helpful to the students, parents, art teachers, regular classroom teachers, 
administrators, and policymakers.  

§  Lead to student’s engagement in the art classrooms, as well as contributes 
to students social and cognitive development 

§  Increase students’ ability as reflective learners 
§  Construct ownership of students learning  
§  Improve the importance of art within the education system 
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