
 

A Struggle Towards the Iron Lady 

 

Adolf Hitler (20 April 1889 – 30 April 1945) was a German politician and leader of the Nazi 
Party (officially the National Socialist German Workers Party or NSDAP). He rose to power 
as the chancellor of Germany in 1933 and then as Führer in 1934. During his dictatorship from 
1933 to 1945, he initiated World War II in Europe by invading Poland on 1 September 1939. 
He was closely involved in military operations throughout the war and was central to the 
perpetration of the Holocaust. This image was taken at the moment of “The Famous Historic 
Walk by Hitler at the Eifel Tower”. The dream started when he was only 5 years old and was 
watching television sitting next to his father. The news of newly build Eifel tower was on hype 
everywhere and everyone wanted to visit this beautiful iron lady. The Little Hitler was 
amazed to listen to the news of this famous tower which was located in France but alas he 
wasn’t able to visit it because of the struggles and crisis his family was going through. His 
parents came to know about his dream of visiting the iron lady but even they couldn’t do 
anything. Since that day Hitler decided to be enough successful that he someday visit his 
dream place.  
 



 

This dream of Hitler motivated him enough to become a successful and famous person that 
he may visit the place he always dreams of. His elder brother was his biggest support in the 
family. Apart from his brother everyone else find this dream stupid which firstly was get 
ignored by his parents but as soon as he enters the adult-hood they started to get irritated 
whenever they listen to him talking about visiting the stupid tower. But the little Hitler had a 
support of his elder brother which always use to give him courage to conquer his dream. But 
life never goes the way we plan and alas he lost his brother which turned his morale down. 
Hitler was deeply affected by the death of his younger brother Edmund, who died in 1900 
from measles. Hitler changed from a confident, outgoing, conscientious student to a 
morose, detached boy who constantly fought with his father and teachers. Alois had made a 
successful career in the customs bureau, and wanted his son to follow in his footsteps. Hitler 
later dramatized an episode from this period when his father took him to visit a customs 
office, depicting it as an event that gave rise to an unforgiving antagonism between father 
and son, who were both strong-willed. Ignoring his son's desire to visit the world-famous iron 
lady. Alois sent Hitler to the Realschule in Linz in September 1900. Hitler rebelled against 
this decision, and in Mein Kampf states that he intentionally did poorly in school, hoping that 
once his father saw "what little progress I was making at the technical school he would let me 
devote myself to my dream". Like many Austrian Germans, Hitler began to develop German 
nationalist ideas from a young age. He expressed loyalty only to Germany, despising the 
declining Habsburg Monarchy and its rule over an ethnically variegated empire. The only 
thing Hitler knew was his aim to visit and conquer the Iron Lady. He started to rebel against 
everyone else than himself and started his own party. 
 
After Alois's sudden death on 3 January 1903, Hitler's performance at school deteriorated 
and his mother allowed him to leave. He enrolled at the Realschule in Steyr in September 
1904, where his behavior and performance improved. In 1905, after passing a repeat of the 
final exam, Hitler left the school without any ambitions for further education or clear plans 
for a career. He was free of all the restrictions now so he left for Vienna and Munich and 
completed his further studies there. After completing his studies, he then appointed as 
Gefreiter (lance corporal) in the Bavarian Army and fought World War 1. Hitler described 
the war as "the greatest of all experiences", and was praised by his commanding officers for 
his bravery. His wartime experience reinforced his German patriotism and he was shocked 
by Germany's capitulation in November 1918. His bitterness over the collapse of the war 
effort began to shape his ideology. Like other German nationalists, he believed the 
Dolchstoßlegende (stab-in-the-back myth), which claimed that the German army, 
"undefeated in the field", had been "stabbed in the back" on the home front by civilian 
leaders, Jews, Marxists, and those who signed the armistice that ended the fighting—later 
dubbed the "November criminals".  
 
The constant success of Hitler made him more confident and now he could easily see his 
dream of conquering the iron lady possible. He continued his struggle and remained in the 
army after the war even without formal education or career prospects. He then created a 
political party and got enough support that in 1933 he finally got the power after the 
Reichstag adopted the Enabling Act of 1933 in that month, giving expanded authority. 
President Paul von Hindenburg had already appointed Hitler as Chancellor on 30 January 
1933 after a series of parliamentary elections and associated backroom intrigues. He now 
could easily fulfill his dream to visit and conquer the Iron Lady in Paris. Still the rose of 



 

another world war was expected at that time and it was another hurdle which might make 
him lose his dream due to which he allied with France and other countries during the World 
War II, and finally on June 23, 1940 he visited France for the first time and visited his dream 
place. “That was the greatest and finest moment of my life,” he said upon leaving. 
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