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RQ: How has Contemporary Art been used as a tool to develop counter-narratives in 
Pakistan during the last decade? 

Sub RQ:
1. What is the role of art in the development of intersectional narratives in Pakistan?
2. How is art used to subvert hegemonic structural narratives in Pakistan?
3. What is the role of Art in developing counter culture in Pakistan?



Purpose statement:

The purpose of this study is to understand the role of contemporary art in developing counter narratives in Pakistan over the last decade. 

The study positions itself as an entry point into the nuances of nationalistic Structures the subsequent subversion of regional Identity. 

Navigating Biases, inaccuracies and censorship, this study aims to analyze the political structures through the lens of contemporary Art.  

By examining three artworks and exhibitions produced over the last decade as a case study,  this research aims to understand the politics 

of Identity in the region and how artists have tried to develop counter narratives through their work. The case studies are aimed at the 

idea of intersectionality. 



4) Significance (for your practice and generally)

This study aims to understand the role of contemporary art as a form of social and historical critique in the last decade. By 

traversing ideas of intersectionality, this research will look into practices that try to develop counter-narratives in the public 

sphere. The underlying concern is to look at the various methods and approaches that artists have used to critique 

hegemonic structures and express individual Identity on racial, ethnic and cultural lines. The research tries to resolve certain 

ideas of intersectionality which is also being expressed through my studio practice. contextualizing the various practices 

that will be examined in this research through the aforementioned lens, this study will try to re-examine the political 

context of art being produced in Pakistan today.



Lit Review +TFW (citations and main idea in bullet point)

●

●

● Aziz, Khursheed Kamal. “The Prescribed Myths .” Essay. In The Murder of History: a Critique of History Textbooks Used in Pakistan, 
1–140. Lahore: Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2015. 

- Pedagogy, The construction of historical identity through pedagogy and its implications. 



●

● Petersen, A. R. (2017). Chapter 5: Identification, disidentification and the imaginative reconfiguration of identity. In Migration into art 
transcultural identities and art-making in a globalised world (pp. 142-184). Manchester: Manchester University Press.

- Ideas if transculturalism and Identity
- Theory around intersectionality 
- Case study of Bharti Kher, 

●

- Nordic design history
- Marginalization of ethnic minorities 
- Role of Museums in developing heritage 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv8bt1mv.14


Methodology (your overall 
plan and design)

The research will be based around a case study on 
three of the following Exhibitions:

1. Rediscovering Harappa : Through the Five 
elements 

2. Home 1947 - Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy - 
Alhamra 

3. National History Museum - Citizens Archive 
Project. 

4. Lahore Biennale 02 - LBF and Hoor Al Qasimi

The research will involve interviews with Zeb Bilal, 
One of the curators of Rediscovering Harappa,  
Sophia Balagamwala who was part of the 
curatorial team at the National History Museum, 
Zarmina Rafi - Assistant curator LBF. This research 
will use the aforementioned exhibitions to 
understand the role of curators and artists in 
developing counter narratives. The Artworks or 
display will also form the basis of document 
analysis. Get Images from Artists.



Findings (here you can share some visual examples as 
well.)
1. The intended findings of this research is to piece together the various contributions 

of artists in developing counter narratives to nationalistic structures. 





















8) What next? (How will your research evolve? 
What needs to be done further?)

- The research will be heavily reliant on interviews and to identify key artistic interventions over the 
last decade to piece together and gauge the role of the artist in developing counter narratives.

- By applications of key theories like Intersectionality and transculturalism, This research will 
eventually form a contextual base and understanding of contemporary art in pakistan. 

- The research can be formed into an archive as an instructional resource. 



The END :D


