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1- Rachel Whiteread 

 
 

 
 

 
Rachel Whiteread swon the turner prize in 1993 for her work “house” and she was the first 
woman to do so. 
What fascinates me about her work ‘stairs’ is the scale of it and also its form. It is very 
dream like. Reminds me of the film inception directed by Christopher Nolan. 
It is very disorienting. Looking at it you feel a bit out of place. Where do the stairs go? 
Seemingly nowhere. The perspective is something that we are not used to looking at and it 
seems though as something that can solely exist in a dream space not in reality. 
 



 
1- Absalon. 

Absalon was an Israeli-french artist. His actual name was Meir Eshel. His artist Career was 
short-lived. He died at an early age of 29. 
His work called ‘cellules’ was the last work of his career. It was a series of prototypes of 6 
living pods that were made of wood and painted white. These were small spaces specifically 
designed for the artist own body. This idea of having small living pods in six different cities 
over the world so he can travel and live in these pods really intrigued me. It is about taking 
minimum space. There is a sense of order and a system in his works. They are perfectly 
designed. Even though these were designed in the 1990s, his work looks very futuristic and 
modern even today.  
The population of the earth has grown so much. Not everybody has the luxury of having 
grand accommodations. There are many places where people are having to live in tiny 
spaces. I have been seeing a lot of minimal architecture and design on the internet lately 
and his work reminded me of that.  
 
 

 
 
 

2- Richard Serra  
 
Richard serra is an incredible sculptor of our era. He has played a lot with forms throughout 
his career. 
His work torques ellipse are large twisted and curved steel structures. What makes sierras 
work is the experience of it. You have to present in the physical space of the work to 
understand it. That is what the artist himself says.  



The scale of his work is huge and that makes an impact on the viewers. I don’t really have 
much to say about his work. It made me feel like there was an attempt to defy logic and 
maybe gravity. It creates really interesting spaces and gives a sense of motion as well. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3- Maya Lin. 
 



 
 
Maya lin is an architect. She is best known for creating the Vietnam veterans memorial in 
Washington dc. She was just 21 when she designed it. 
The design was very controversial at the time since it was just a black marble wall with the 
names of the people lost in the war.it seemed insensitive to the people.  
This design is actually very interesting and to the point. It says to remember all the lives lost 
as those people can never come back. There are names of over 58000 men and women who 
lost their lives. Just looking at the wall you get hit by the mass loss of lives for an 
unnecessary war 
 

4- Christo and Jeanne Claude. 
 



  
 
Christo and Jeanne Claude were collaborative artists and married to each other. they made 
ephemeral site specific art. The work shown above is called ‘the gates’. It was set up in the 
central park in new York. The gates stayed for around two weeks and attracted a lot of 
tourism. 
The thing about their ephemeral art is that it is there for a short time and since the 
installations are all about experiencing them cuz of their scale and use of a particular space, 
there is sort of an urgency for the viewer to see them. You can see it in documentations but 
ofcourse it cannot be the same as being present. All their works are eco friendly also, they 
keep in mind the environment and make sure to work with the environment instead of 
bringing it any harm. Their projects were very ambitious… not every artist gets the 
opportunity to pull off something on such a large scale.  
 
 

5- Bill Viola  
 



 
 
This video is called ablutions and is part of the series called purification. It’s a dyptich in 
which a female and male torso move in the background of the video, there is a stream of 
clear water running and both wash their hands in similar movements. 
The title of the video seemed interesting to me as ablution is also a practice in islam in 
which one purifies themselves before prayers. That is what the work is about… purification. 
 

6- Ana Mandieta. 
 

                                   
 
 
Ana Mandieta was a Cuban American performance artist. She explored the females body 
through her performances. 
One of her famous works is called body tracks. She took animal blood and tempera paint 
and used her body to draw two lines that never converge on a white sheet. This can be seen 
as a comment on the violence inflicted against women. 
Her own death was very mysterious giving her work more context. She died after falling 
from over 30 floors after having a quarrel with her then husband. 



 
 

7- Helen Chadwick. 
 
 

 
 
This work by Helen is called Carcass. It is a tower filled with organic waste such as food 
scraps that the artist collected from her neighborhood. The waste is collected and preserved 
in resin. It changes overtime giving it a life of its own. When you think about it it is 
disgusting in a way… all the organic waste that also include bodily fluids are all composting 
together and keeping on changing overtime. A change that a viewer can observe. The work 
in itself is alive. Waste… something that is discarded is elevated to higher level through this 
piece. It is showcased in a gallery. It is changing of perspectives. 
 
 

8- Janine Antoni 
 
Janine Antoni is a performance artist and a sculpto.. she uses her body as the primary 
medium to create her works. In this work of hers she used her hair dipped in dye to mop the 
entire floor. She uses performances as a means of discipline. Her processes are repetitive. 
And that what interests her. There is an obsession and at the end something unexpected 
emerges. And that is what I like about her art. It is a process. The process of her work is 
more important than the end product in itself. And it is a whole journey that she embarks 
on with herself and learns and explores more through doing this. 



 

 
 
 

9- Gunther Von Hagens 
Gunther von hagens is the inventor of the plastination technique. Plastination is basically 
the preservation of corpses and different body parts. He is not an artist but an anatomist. 
His body world exhibitions have made this study more accessible. He has also performed 
live autopsies all over the world.  
He himself wants to be plastinated after his death which is something very weird but 
understandable as he has given his entire life to this practice. it is something not many 
people can comprehend as when you die it only makes sense to be laid to rest and your 
body returns to the soil. I wouldn’t want my body to be permanently preserved after my 
death. But he is a scientist and has given his life to science.  
 

10- Walid Raad  
 
Over the course of his career walid has explored war and its history and its affects on human 
psychology. 
 
Below is an image of one of his works which is part of the atlas group. The atlas group is an 
ongoing project in which he collects documentary related to the contemporary history of 
Lebanon. 
In the image he has covered the part of the picture in which there were bullet holes with 
color ful dots. You can see in the image how the place is torn apart because of war. It is all 
pretty sad. Wars are always destroying lives. Nothing good ever comes from it. Yet we never 
learn. History keeps repeating itself. 



 
 
 

11- Yinka Shonibare 

 

I have always enjoyed classical paintings. And looking at this work of Yinka Shonibare I 

instantly got reminded of the rococo style painting by Jean-Honoré Fragonard called the 

swing. 

This sculpture/installation is pretty much the replica of that painting but it is I little different. 

As the woman is wearing an African style dress. The artist explores the concepts of identity 

and race and colonialism. 

The sculpture is very familiar as it is a replica of a very famous painting yet it is also very 

strange as there is a lot of small differences that make it in another context altogether. 

 



 
 
 
 

12- Kara Walker 
 
 
    

                   
 



Kara walkers work seems pretty relevant nowadays especially with what is happening in 
the world right now. With the protests for rights of black people. Her works somewhat 
restore the highly edited history of African americans. The experiences of racism that 
they have experienced and still to this day continue to do so. Only now we are seeing an 
extreme outrage from the masses after an innocent man was murdered. 
 
 
13- Kiki Smith. 

 
 

 
 
 
Kiki works with mythical stories a lot. Her subject matter revolves around sexuality, 
mortality, spirituality etc.  
In the work above she is telling a story of resurrection. Red riding hood is emerging 
from the belly of the bad wolf. And she seems stronger than ever. 



She explores a lot the relationship between the human and animals. There is sort of 
a mythical union between the animal and the woman. I like her work. Its not very 
literal and leaves a lot of leeway for the viewer to interpret it in their own way. 
 
 

14- William Kentridge  
 
 

 
 
 
Film is a powerful medium. It can send the message with an impact. And a lot can be done 
with this medium. 
William kentridge combines animation, live action, puppetry and photomontage in his films. 
His films are very experimental. 
The work I am not me, the horse is not mine is one of his video works in which there are six 
gigantic projections and the narrative is kind of adopted from the famous absurdist short 
story about a nose that takes a life of its own. There is a lot that is happening in the film and 
most of it is tough to make sense of. But I still found it interesting visually. 
 
 

15-  Ai Weiwei 
 
Ai Weiwei is one of the most important artists in contemporary times. His works are very 
politically charge. 
His work the sunflower seeds was an installation made up of over 100 million porcelain 
hand painted sunflower seed replicas.  



He had the seed made in a villiage in china which is known as the porcelain capital. This gave 
people jobs for two years. He is an activist and is always speaking up against the Chinese 
government and their wrong doings. I have always admired his courage. He sort of became 
like a phenomenon in the art world. 
 
 

 
 

                         
 
 
 

16- Jake and Dinos Chapman 
Jake and dino chapman are brothers who make collaborative art. They have a very dark 
sense of humor in their art.  
In the work “hell” they’ve used toys and small figures to depict gruesome scenes of the 
nazis. Their work is very detailed. And the details are very gory. 
I like that they are not afraid to shock. Their work makes you look at it even though its very 
disturbing. 
 
 



                  
 
 

17- Maurizio Cattelan 
 
Maurizio Cattelan is an Italian artist. He is known for his satirical work. He makes the most 
absurd things. 
Recently he went viral for the artwork titles comedian. Which was just an average banana 
duct taped to a wall. The artwork sold for an insanely high price. 
There was a lot of controversy surrounding the work and also a lot of critique. 
However the work did what it was supposed to. The banana became a global phenomenon. 
It was everywhere and everyone was talking about it.. not everybody was happy about it 
though. I found it funny.  
 



 
 
 
 

 

18- Mark Wallinger 

 

 

 

 
 



The Whitehorse at ebbsfleet or the angel of the south was a statue planned to be 
built in the ebbsfleet valley in Kent England. 
The sculpture was to be 50 meters high. 
 
The colossal structure has not yet come into existence. I like the idea of it however I 
don’t think such a project can be built. Even if it is the maintenance would be very 
difficult. It seems quiet unnecessary to have such a structure with not much purpose. 
 
 

19- The Stuckists 
Stuckism is an art movement Founded by Billy Childish and Charles Thomson in 1999. It is 
anti-conceptual art and promotes figurative painting. 
I did not know of this movement till now. But it is very intriguing and has some great 
paintings made. I am not very fond of conceptual art so I enjoyed the whole concept of the 
Stuckists. 
However, in a way the Stuckists are killing creativity as they are only for one form of art. Art 
cannot have prejudice. Art has come a long way since its inception. Defining what art is, is 
something that is very difficult in contemporary times. The definition differs from place to 
place and person to person. 
 


