
Seljuk Empire



The Seljuk empire was 
located in Southwestern 

Asia and included 
Mesopotamia, Syria, 

Palestine and Iran from 
1060-1307 CE



 

It was founded by a ruling military family of Turkish origin known as Oguzz. The empire brought great 
progress in literature, architecture and religion. 

Sunni Islam spread, madrassas and mosques were built.

Persian tradition  and language flourished.

During the reign of Alp Arsalan and his Malik Shah the Seljuk empire was at its peak.

The death of Malik Shah brought along the decline of the empire. Seljuk’s borders were always at risk from the 
Crusaders in the west, Arabs in the south and Mongols in the east. In 1243 CE the Seljuk empire was invaded 
by the Mongols. This caused the Seljuk empire to divide into small states led by chiefs.



•The Seljuk rulers were Muslim thus 
they also focused on building 
mosques and madrassas.

• Their architecture was derived 
from Armenian, Byzantine and 
Persian architecture. The material 
they mainly used were bricks and 
stones and they decorated their 
buildings with relief work. 



•They developed the Iwan plan for mosques and madrassas. 
Iwan is a vaulted space that opens on one side to the 
courtyard.There is a large open courtyard in the center which 
is surrounded by four iwans.

•The Seljuks also introduced the Kiosk mosque plan. The 
kiosk mosque consists of a domed hall standing on arches 
with three open sides.  They also constructed octagonal 
memorial tombs with domed roofs which were known as 
Turbe.





•The Seljuks used produced jewelry using metals, copper, 
bronze, gold, brass and enamel work.

•They depicted human and animal figures on their metal 
jewelry. Animal and Human figures were based on 
shamanistic beliefs. Harpies, Griffiths, double headed eagles, 
sphinxes, dragons were most popular.

• They also produced pieces with highly ornamental Quranic 
inscriptions.

•Around 1220 CE geometric designs became popular. 



•Lion used to represent 
Ali ibne Yousef. Gold and 
silver ring with relief work.

They are thick gold hoop earrings with a 
dragons head attached to the end of it.



Gold 
and 
metal

Garnet stone with a 
dragon engraved 
on it.


