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Research Question: 

Q1) How juxtaposition of two different subject changing the concept of work? 

Q2) What are the the some examples of juxtaposition with the reference of artists and their work? 

Q3) Why do artists use this term in their artworks? 

Q4) Does the technique of juxtaposition or contrasting in artworks play with the mind of the viewer? 

Q5) Also Many people do not know about this term, so through my research I want to help them to understand about it. 

Purpose Statement: 

The purpose of my study is to investigate and to find out the answers of my questions which always encourage me to explore more, what others 

have opinion about how juxtaposition of two different things changes the meaning of an artwork. When an artists juxtapose two elements, what 

they want from it  and why do they think that comparing, contrasting and considering relationship between them is important for their work? I 

personally think artist do it on purpose because often artists juxtapose with the intention of bringing out a specific quality to create certain effect, to 

a large extent this is true when two contrasting elements are used. The viewer's attention automatically drawn to the similarities or differences 

between the elements of any kind of work. Also artist wants to highlight the variation of an idea that a viewer might otherwise miss, to draw a 

relationship between seemingly unrelated ideas and images, to show creativity and to argue that his/her idea and work is unique and better than 



 

 
 

other.  

 

Significance: 

            While researching, I realise that maybe my topic will be useful to those who are confused and don’t know  about juxtapose and how it can 

work in their project and change the idea and visual representation of their work from others. And also reading my research will help those people 

who are using this in their work but don’t know about it. Some old famous artists are very famous because of their  juxtaposition skills in their 

work Meret Oppenheim, M.C Escher, Rene Magritte and Anselm Kiefer.   

Literature Review: 

Literature Review 1: 

Citation:  Ashford, Doug. 2016, March 16. “Shezad Dawood by Doug Ashford”- BOMB Magazine, no.135, 2016, pp. 44–55., Retrieved from: 

www.jstor.org/stable/24878932. 

• This article was helpful in a way how they both were talking about practices and how they want to present their work to the public but one thing 

which I like most is that Dough was a painter and Shezad was a film maker and their both work was somehow similar to each other. 

• Dough asked him about his thoughts on relationship between history and fiction and also about his movies that they are well researched and seem to 

cycle around facts, but never address events exactly.  

• Basically he was asking him about contrasting element in his movies which we usually called as juxtapose , abstraction and expressionism 

abstraction. Shezad also told for background in his work he used textile and used to bring textile stuff from Pakistan and present them into 

abstraction form. 

Literature Review 2:  



 

 
 

Citation: P, Steve. 2015, June 20, The impossible world of MC Escher,. Retrieved from: https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/jun/20/the-

impossible-world-of-mc-. 

• Escher separate the boundaries between art and science by combining complicated mathematics with specific and detailed 

• draftsmanship and an eye fixed for the strange and odd.  

• His work could be a mixture of complicated realism, abstraction, juxtaposition, vision and fantasy. He is most famous for his “impossible 

constructions”, images which use mathematical shapes, architecture, and perspective to make a visible puzzle, mystery and enigma, but he also 

produced subtle and original work drawing inspiration from the Italian landscape.  

• He was also famous for using term of juxtapose in his work, his study in contrast causes you to stare and observe its meaning. 

• M.C. Escher's paintings has a systematic, mathematical tone to it, which helps me to understand more about his practice. Math and technological 

know-how are thrilling and captivating subjects, so once I see the mathematical genius in the back of Eschers paintings, I am that rather more excited 

via way of means of it.  

• 3-dimensional layout was also a part of his work.  

Literature Review 3:  

Citation: Rothman, Roger. 2007, January 01. ’A Mysterious Modernism: René Magritte and Abstraction, Konsthistorisk Tidskrift/Journal of Art 

History, 76:4, 224 - 239, Retrieved from: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00233600701544716. 

• His early artwork was irrelevant to the later figurative work, but Magritte’s practice suggest that the these early works played a big role in shaping the 

painter’s futures understanding of what Magritte called them “mysterious” because of its relation between pictures and objects, which he used in his 

work and what they represent to the viewer. 

• Magritte took the advantage of his technique of juxtaposition in his work where he confuses his viewer and also between painting as picture and 

painting as thing, certainty that majority of famous and established painters knows about it, but try to away from it. 



 

 
 

• This article supports the idea that Magritte wasn&#39;t curious about the styles or techniques of modern painting but rather than he was interested in 

ontological implications of modernist painting and its discourses and discussion about it. 

 

Literature Review 4: 

Citation:Daly Ann. Lesley, February 2013.The Appropriation of Surrealism as an Aesthetic for Consumption, Retrieved 

from:https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306040740_The_Appropriation_of_Surrealism_as_an_Aesthetic_for_Consumption.  

• What I understand from this article is that the author is talking about how surrealism has changed with the help of Dali and Magritte work they were 

the main artists who changed many things in this movement.The increase in mass media and advertising within the half of the twentieth century 

resulted within the creation of the spectacle and gave it endless amounts of fabric prepared for it to consume. 

• The works of Surrealists Republic of El Salvador painter and Magritte contributed to the increase in quality of the creation work of the movement. 

• instead of that specialize in whether or not these new pictures (adverts) may be outlined as ‘art’, assume instead concerning whether or not with the 

invention of advertising ‘the terribly nature of art had undergone a change? rather than making ‘art for art’s sake ’it absolutely was additional apparent 

that ‘the reproduced work of art is to Associate in Nursing ever increasing extent the replica of a piece of art designed for reproduction. 

Theoretical Frame work: 

 Manny artists are not new to juxtaposition. They usually place pieces from different places in one single art work to make it look interesting and build 

up an intense visual expression to the audience and observer. Despite bearing different backgrounds, many artist changes their work with the passage 

of time because they like the idea of juxtaposition. A good writer, artist, film maker or anyone in any discipline is a good storyteller. If you want to tell 

an energetic story to your listener, I think there should always be a form of juxtaposition in an artwork, in meaning and also from the visual point of 

view. Otherwise I personally think a work of art will forgotten because whenever the symbols in an artwork are juxtaposed, the viewer will stay 

mesmerised  and fascinate. Nowadays, there’s too much decoration in art, artists hardly dare to use symbols I am not saying that they are not doing it 



 

 
 

right, they are doing right in their own way but I think they need to challenge  their self to come out from their comfort zone and try to do something 

which makes their work different. Who dares to use that now a days I have seen many people are afraid of using this term in their work because they 

think contra dictionary things can end their work.  

Methodology / Findings 

Research Methodology: 

For my qualitative research I have studied and searched articles and blog, most of I found articles is based on famous artists and their practice about 

juxtapose. I am investigating from my research is that why artist use juxtapose in their artwork and what they want from it and how juxtaposition plays 

with the reader or viewer mind I visited different websites and searched about it. I found many interesting articles which help me to find out answers to 

many of my questions. 

Interviews: 

For my primary research I have conducted 1 interview and it was structural interview. The name of the artist was “Muhammad Suleman” he is a  

miniature artist he did his graduation and master degree in Visual Arts from National College of Arts NCA, Lahore.I fixed my meetings with him and 

asked question about his practices. But before interviewing him I make a list of my questions and requested him to answers my question so I can know 

about his work and  his point of view. I specifically chose this artist because his practice was base on juxtaposition and he is talking about this term in 

his practice in a different way but still his work and knowledge help me to understand more about it.  I am also thinking of interviewing one more artist 

and his name is “Muneeb Ali”  he is a calligrapher. He  Graduated from National College of arts, Lahore in 2019. 

Findings: 



 

 
 

Muhammd Suleman Artworks: 
                                                                                          Suleman, M. 2019, All that glitters is not gold, Gouache on acid free sheet. 
                                                                                 Suleman, M. 2019,They made me a man, Gouache on wasli. 



 

 
 

 
                                                              Suleman, M. 2020, Cut your coat according to your cloth, Gouache on wasli, 58.5 inches x 53 inches. 
 



 

 
 

Muneeb Ali 

Artworks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s next? How 

will your 

research 

evolve? 

What’s need to be done further? 

I think I need to do more surveys about it and ask artists about this specific word because I have seen many artist using this technique in their work but 

they did not know about it. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


