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This Means War? 

Is	it	morally	correct	to	discard	the	idea	of	world	peace?	
The scene:	
Mr. Gudmen is a man in his mid 40s. He is well liked in his neighborhood and is known for 
his social work. He  makes his way to a new antique store in town after his night shift at the 
local soup kitchen. At the shop he comes across many ornaments and relics seeming to be 
from various eras, but what catches his eye is a small dusty lamp tucked away in a small 
corner shelf.  Satisfied with his new purchase he returns home immediately getting to work 
polishing his new lamp. Suddenly in a flash of bright light accompanied by mist a genie 
emerges. 

Genie: 
Mr. Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 
Genie: 
Mr.Gudmen: 
Genie: 

Mr.Gudmen: 

Who has awoken me from my slumber? 
I-I um…m-m-me sir. My name is Larry Gudmen and I bought
your lamp just this morning and was just cleaning it.
Ah! A new master! Please don’t be afraid of me. I mean you
no harm. In fact, I’m here to grant you any 3 wishes of your
choice.
3 wishes? A genie? You mean these things don’t just exist in
fairytales? Is this real? Am I dead?
I can assure you that you are very much still alive, Mr.
Gudmen. As for fairytales…many higher powers do exist as
portrayed in fairytales, but I suppose this is a discussion for
another time. Now, your wishes…
If what you’re saying is true and I can wish for
anything…well, to be honest I’m not quite sure what I’d want
to wish for. I’m an honest man who’s worked hard all his life.
Everything I have I’m content with.

The Genie scratches his chin in deep thought for a moment 

I see…perhaps then, I could suggest an alternative to wishing 
for yourself? You seem like a good man. Why not make a 
wish for someone else? Someone in need perhaps or for some 
good for those suffering through a rough time. 
That’s a good idea! Well then, I wish for…world peace! 
Oh I can’t grant that wish. It’s not allowed 
Not allowed? Says who? 
The rule book. It says so right here. 

A book appears out of thin air and flips open as the genie 
points to a list under the title “FORBIDDEN” 

But why? It’s not a bad thing. It wouldn’t cause any sort of 
harm. In fact, it would do the exact opposite! I really don’t see 
why its not allowed. 

Final Thought Paper
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Genie: 
Mr.Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr.Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr.Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Mr.Gudmen: 

Genie: 

Hobbes: 

Mr.Gudmen: 

Well to put it briefly, the human race would cease to exist. 
C-Cease to exist?! What are you trying to imply? That us
humans are savages that can’t exist without war?
Please calm down. That’s not at all what I said, nor was it
what I implied in any way. Granting world peace would
disrupt the balance of your world and throw it into chaos. A
lot of things that exist today that were invented during times
of war would simply cease to exit and setback the human race
hundreds of years!
Human life and the suffering of living beings will always
matter more than inventions! How can you just discard the
idea of world peace like that? It’s evil! It’s morally incorrect!

The genie sighs 

Perhaps you’ll understand if someone of your own kind tries 
to explain it to you. Wish to speak to some individuals who 
wrote and researched on the idea of world peace. I am a 
magical being but my magic is bound by your wishes until 
they are all granted. 
If I make the wish this wont be some sort of trick? You wont 
just conjure up some fake identities to force me to change my 
mind? 
You have my word Mr. Gudemen. As a genie I am bound to 
tell the truth. We aren’t the tricksters we’re portrayed in your 
fairytales. I would recommend wishing to speak to some 
thinkers and not those who have taken part in wars in order to 
avoid any sort of bias within their views. 
Hmm I see. Thinkers who are more likely to not hold any sort 
of bias. Alright then, I wish to speak to 4 prominent thinkers 
on the idea of world peace. 

The genie takes a deep breath and folds his arms deep in 
concentration. For a moment there is silence. There’s a knock 
at the door. Mr. Gudmnen makes his way to the door several 
men make their way in. 

Mr. Gudmen, I’d would like you meet Thomas Hobbes, John 
Locke, Immanuel Kant, William James and John Gultang. 
Gentlemen, this is Mr.Gudmen. He has had you summoned 
here in relation to one of his wishes. 
A wish hmm? I don’t see why you’d need us for one of those 
since you’re the magical being. 
He says he can’t grant me my wish of world peace because 
it’ll end the human race. Personally I believe that to be 
offensive, but we decided to call all of you here because of the 
work you’ve done on the idea of world peace and because I’m 
sure there isn’t room for much bias in what you say. 
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The Hobbesian View 

John Locke’s View 

Kantian Peace Theory 

Hobbes: 

Locke: 
Hobbes: 

World peace?! Well obviously that is one thing that would 
end the human race entirely. Are you familiar with my works 
‘De Civi’ and ‘Leviathan’? I’ve clearly stated within them that 
that human nature has and will always be self-interested thus 
making the natural state of humankind to obviously be chaos 
and violence. The only way any of you could possibly 
maintain world peace was if you had some way to ensure that 
all citizens in the world submitted to their sovereigns. Good 
luck with that. 
Hobbes always being the pessimist as usual. 
There’s nothing quite wrong with being realistic and if that 
makes me a pessimist, so be it. 
 

Locke: You know Hobbes, I do wish you would read my work ‘Two 
Treatises Government’ too. I truly believe that each person 
has a right to be protected and it is the job of a political body 
to protect this right. Furthermore, I really do believe that 
human nature can also be categorized by reason and tolerance. 
I mean sure they can be selfish, but given the proper rights 
and protection there is a chance they could make it work. 

Kant: 

Mr.Gudmen: 
Kant: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

I must say, I have to agree with Locke to an extent. 
Individuals as well as nations and states all have a 
responsibility. There is a moral obligation to peace for the 
individual. Accordingly, there is also a duty for nations or 
states to cooperate for peace. I believe there are a number of 
ways this could be carried out if these steps were put into 
action.  
So it is possible? What would the steps be then? 
I believe it would be possible but only under certain 
circumstances such as republicanism or a league of nations. 
There must also be an element of transparency in order to 
maintain international peace within the public as well as 
amongst international nations. 
I see…I still don’t quite understand how world peace can lead 
to the end of the human race. Sure the circumstances aren’t 
ideal and go against human nature, but I still have two more 
wishes left to ensure that the circumstances are able to stay the 
same. I can’t seem to wrap my head around why you all are 
trying to convince me otherwise. What have we ever gained 
from war? 
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William James’ Philosophy of Peace 

James: 

Mr.Gudmen 

James: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

James: 

Gultang: 

How about I try explaining it to you? My philosophy of peace 
can be seen as a more pragmatic one. Although there is 
nothing wrong with talking about human nature or moral 
obligations, it can always be helpful to look at these things 
from a more logical based point of view. I firmly believe that 
it is completely natural for humans to pursue war. The 
exigencies of war provide a unique moral challenge to 
mankind as well as a unique motivating force for human 
endeavor. I believe that if one takes a look at the history of 
many great inventions that are still important today, it can be 
understood that mankind would not have reached the heights 
it is at unless or until it was pushed to its limits. In other 
words, humans would have not been able to achieve 
everything they have achieved today if it wasn’t for war 
forcing an imbalance which further forced them to overcome 
and adapt to said imbalance.  
So what exactly would humans do if world peace was 
achieved? As in what do you believe they would do next? 
Well I guess not much, would they? I mean honestly speaking 
if your life is going smoothly and you aren’t being faced by 
any challenges or struggles to overcome, would you really 
change anything about yourself? When we have nothing to 
adapt to, we often just stay stagnant. Now imagine this but in 
terms of the human race. Without the need to constantly 
overcome and adapt through the motivation of war, we’d just 
waste away. Besides, there are always two types of peace. My 
approach is more consistent with the notion of Positive Peace. 
Er…don’t mind me asking but, what do you mean by kinds of 
peace? What is Positive Peace? 
You should probably take that up with Gultang! He is known 
as the The Father of Peace. Gultang! Mr. Gudmen has a few 
questions for you. 
Ah yes, what can I do for you?  
I’m not quite sure I understand the term Positive Peace. Does 
this imply that there are multiple kinds of peace? 
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Gultang’s Philosophy of Positive and Negative Peace 

Gultang: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

Gultang: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

Gultang: 

Mr. Gudmen: 
Gultang: 

Mr. Gudmen: 
Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 
Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 
Genie: 

Mr. Gudmen: 

Genie 

Well you see Mr.Gudmen, there exist two main kinds of 
peace. The first kind mentioned by James is: Positive Peace 
which refers to things such as the restoration of relationships 
as well as the creation of certain systems that exist in order to 
serve the needs of the public people.  
Oh so like building up from something? Sort of like healing 
and restoration as well as improvement? What’s the other 
kind? 
Yes, precisely! The other kind is known as Negative Peace. 
This kind refers to there being an absence of violence. An 
example of this can be the implementation of a ceasefire or 
when something undesirable which was causing oppression 
has come to an end. 
So from what I’ve understood, this basically means that a 
negative event taking place will be put to a stop but, also that 
said negative event coming to a stop does not mean that there 
will be restoration? 
Very good Mr.Gudmen! I’d also like to add that peace does 
not always mean the total absence of any conflict. 
It doesn’t? Wait so what does it mean? 
It means the absence of violence in all forms and the 
unfolding of conflict in a constructive resolution of said 
conflict. Peace therefore exists where people are interacting 
non-violently and are managing their conflict positively with 
respectful attention to the legitimate needs and the interests of 
all those concerned and involved in said conflict. 
I have to admit; I’ve never really thought of it that way. 
Could I perhaps add something here too? This reunion of sorts 
had actually given me some time to discuss my own concerns 
regarding this with the other thinkers. 
Sure, go ahead. 
I had been pondering over the idea of actions and punishment 
within your world which made me begin to question the initial 
other effects of there being world peace. In a world where 
conflicts much smaller than war will also cease to exist, will 
that world not hold harsher punishments for less threatening 
and smaller crimes? 
I’m not quite sure I follow. 
Did you ever steal as a child, Mr. Gudmen? Nothing big, 
perhaps stealing a singly candy from a machine or shop. 
I mean sometimes. We were kids so we’d always be up to one 
thing or the other. We’d also occasionally get caught here and 
there. 
And what would your punishment be for being caught for 
these things? 
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Genie: 
 

We would mostly just be told off, grounded and either return 
the candy we had taken or pay back the shop owner what we 
owed him.  
I believe the reason you were not punished more severely for 
these things as a child was because it was viewed as a much 
smaller occurrence in comparison to much bigger issues such 
as war and other smaller conflicts. In your idea of an ideal 
world where war and conflict no longer existed would smaller 
crimes such as stealing candy not be dealt with more harshly?  
Oh I hadn’t thought of that either. I guess I was too rash with 
my wish decisions. 
I’m glad we were able to explain everything to you and you’re 
able to understand why a wish like this one is one I am 
forbidden from granting. I believe these gentlemen have done 
what they were brought here to do and should be sent on their 
way before any of you neighbors get a bit curious about your 
guests, yes? You’re going to have to make another wish for all 
of them to be able to return from where they were transported 
from too. 
Yeah you’re right. Thank you for your time everyone! I’ll be 
sure to look into those books and papers some of you 
recommended reading. 
 
They all say their separate goodbyes in unison and make their 
way to the door. They leave one by one finally closing the 
door behind them as the genie once again closes his eyes deep 
in concentration. Once again there is silence in Mr.Gudmen’s 
now empty living room.  
 
Well? 
Well what? 
You still have one remaining wish. What will it be? 
Oh I do? I completely forgot. Well I guess I really need to 
think about this one carefully don’t I? 
Keep in mind that you can still make a wish for those less 
fortunate than you if you are still unsure about what wish to 
make for yourself. 
 
Mr.Gudmen plops down on his armchair and begins to think. 
A few moments pass until suddenly he stands up and snaps his 
finger 
 
I got it! The soup kitchen I volunteer at hasn’t had the best 
luck this year so I really wish they had more support. They do 
a lot for our community and it’s a real struggle to see them 
struggle the way they do. Would that be doable? 
Well I suppose there’s no harm in it. It has been a pleasure 
Mr. Gudmen. Consider your wish granted! 
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As	soon	as	the	genie	says	this	a	flash	of	overwhelmingly	bright,	blinding	light	fills	the	entire	
room.	For	a	moment	there	is	darkness.	When	Mr.Gudmen	opens	his	eyes	he	finds	himself	
once	again	plopped	on	his	armchair	in	his	empty	living	room.	It	is	now	dark	out	and	the	
television	is	on.	He	reaches	for	the	lamp	on	his	coffee	table	and	rubs	it.	Nothing.	He	chuckles	
to	himself	thinking	about	the	absurdity	of	his	dreams.	He	decides	to	head	down	to	the	local	
soup	kitchen	for	his	night	shift.			
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