
A question that pops up In my mind instantly after reading the elephant and the blind men story Is that 

what does a blind man can see in their imagination? 

After researching I came across a very interesting fact that blind people cant see any images. All what 

their dreams can ever include is the Information they gather with the help of their other senses such as 

flavors different odors, smells and their emotions. 

Blind people can also gather the tactile information, which is when one encodes the information which 

they interpret with the use of their sense of touch. 

Another question that I find very interesting is that can blind people imagine? 

There is a part of a human body called Visual cortex, since people that are born blind has never seen 

anything their visual cortex is empty. So there is no way they can imagine what a thing looks like. They 

can definitely for example a ball. A born blind person would know that it is something that feels round  it 

but can never visualize the shape of the ball because that part of the brain which helps them see things 

have never been utilized.   

The blind men and the elephant, 

This interesting story holds a great moral.We as humans have a 

great tendency to claim our truth based on the limited 

knowledge we have and we ignore the fact that the other 

person’s experience and limited knowledge might be equally 

true as well. After reading this story I learnt that communication 

is very important and there is a need of respecting each other’s 

perspective that we might have. 

 While imagining one gains an ability to represent something that 

is not actually present Imagination can be considered as our 

second sense of seeing. It can be a representation of what that is 

not seen by forming images. I feel it builds up to what we see 

and is an additional thing. 

There is a complicated relationship between seeing and just 

imagining. When we imagine something we see things but when we see things in reality we have to 

understand the context in which it is seen in order to really understand what the thing is like. 

But then the process in which we understand the situation or its context of seeing something can only 

also be a matter of imagining things. For example a friend explains an issue going on in her life and in 

order to help her out and give an advice I have to imagine what is it like to be in that situation in order 

to know what would have I done in the similar situation but if we try to understand our own situation 

will it be also a part of imagination? 

 



In short when we see something in order to understand it we need imagination. When we imagine 

something we imagine something that relates to what we see. This could be a second layer of imagining 

since we move beyond to what we directly see in order to understand what we see. I feel like 

imagination opens up many possibilities to what we see and how we interpret it. 

There is something called our objective reality which can mean that there is something that exists 

independent of our mind in reality, whereas imagination can be called subjective since it’s something 

that directly depends on our mind. 

Reality can be considered as the totality of time space, time being the now and space being the here. 

It is said that reality can be boundless and limited but the question is, can our imagination also be 

boundless or is it limited? 

Imagination is restricted. We can only imagine things that our within our knowledge for example one 

cannot imagine a completely new color but can imagine the variations among the existing colors that we 

already know. 

Our past can include imagination as well. 

Facts can also be imagined to some extent. 

What are limits then? Our senses are our limits and the rest is imaginary. 

We have to imagine in order to make a sense out of our reality so they are deeply linked. 

To create and innovate 

For communication purpose 

To visualize  

To communicate  

Imagination is considered as the inferior one because it seems to be fabricated and fictional and 

whereas reality is as the considered as superior one which I don’t completely agree with. 

 if we make a hybrid of an elephant and a horse in our imagination, if we separate their characteristics 

we will never find something new. 

We might create exaggerated versions of reality but all of the elements of it individually tend to exist 

truly in this world. 

Reality and imagination are correlated and without each other nothing works as it is. 

Technology creates an illusion of something real. 

 



Mythology are stories that tell a tale that has a significance value in different cultures and has been in 

that culture for the longest time. I feel most of them are open to interpretations and how the world 

works but it’s up to us that whether we follow it or not or believe in it. 

Apparently all myths that is real and linked to religion. 

There are some myths in Pakistan that are still believed by Pakistani and honestly its strange to know 

that for example, “ duppatay sae mun dry karogay toh bachay kalay hongay” or “ paaon hilanae sae 

shaitan unpaid jhulay leta hai” 

 


