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Industrialization



Industrialization: 

 The industrial revolution was the transition to new manufacturing 

processes in Europe and United States 

 Started in Great Britain, many technological inventions were of 

British origin 

 Shift from hand production and manual methods to the use of 
machinery, steam power, water power, chemical manufacturing 

and iron processes  

 A great turning point in history, as it impacted almost all spheres of 

life

 A major impact was on work, culture and gender roles



Women before Industrialization

 Before the advent of Industrialization, women mostly had traditional 

tasks such as making and repairing clothes at home 

 Involved in helping their husbands on the farm and managed farm 
affairs 

 Stayed at home to raise children 

 Most work occurred at home and everyone in the family worked 

together as a unit

 There was little distinction between work and home

 The idea of separate spheres arose with industrialization, as work at 

home shifted to work in factories and mills 



The appearance of women in the 
labor force

 The emergence of the textile industry led to a change in gender 

roles in the labor force. Previously only men were employed 

 Clothing shifted from being traditionally a role of women to mass 

production in factories 



 The power loom allowed all steps of cloth production to take place 

under one roof, i.e the textile mill. The use of power loom and 
dressing frame required tall workers and children were not suitable 

for this work 

 This led to the recruitment of young women from the countryside 

into the labor force 

 Women were offered monthly cash wages

 Common jobs included textile mill work, factory work, coal mine 

work and hospitality

 Regarded as a great turning point in the lives of women in the West 

as Cottage labor began to diminish 

 Women remained a key labor for this industry in the early 1800s



 The wages were higher than what they would earn on farms in their 

hometowns which posed attraction 

 Many women started working to support their families

 It allowed women to earn themselves without depending on their 

families 

 It also allowed them to save up for their future marriages 



The role of women in production

compared to men



Types of jobs + the emergence of 

the working woman

 Seen as a great turning point in the working lives of women in the 
West.

 Afforded women new opportunities, yet also exposed them to new 

dangers.

 Working was a matter of necessity and survival. Common jobs for 

women included hospitality (housekeeping, cooking), factory work, 

and particularly textile mill work.

 Women and children are at the forefront of textile and fabric work



 Textile and fabric production en masse is what lead the Industrial 

revolution.

 American history professor Alice Kessler-Harris says, 

“Industrialization occurs on the backs of women.”

 Cottage labour began to diminish with the opening of factories 

and mills

 Mostly women did the work labelled “unskilled”





Wages

 Before industrialization, women worked on farms and in homes, side by side 

with men.

 During the industrial revolution, women began joining the textile and mining 

industries.

 Women were paid 1/3rd or occasionally up to ½ of what men were paid. 

 This was mainly because women were not equally valued in workplaces, as 

well as the fact that they were seen as more easily exploitable, as early labour

unions tended to exclude them.

 Therefore, they were hired in larger numbers for repetitive tasks labelled as 

“unskilled” (such as cigar rolling) because they were considered cheaper and 

more obedient employees





Working conditions

 Working conditions in factories were hazardous. 

 Women spent most times bent over their work, resulting in deformed ribs 
and spines. Lung diseases became common due to the dusty air and 

low ventilation. Dress code for women included long skirts which resulted 

in largely common dangerous, sometimes fatal, injuries.



Effects on Women During

Industrialization

 As women became more independent they began to take-part in 

protests and campaigns in which women fought for their rights, both 

inside and outside of the household.

 Women were performing many roles which were formerly done by 

males. However, women were not paid nearly as much as men.

 Women leaving their homes to go to work, many children were left 
to fend for themselves and their siblings. This absence of the mother 

in the home greatly increased reported cases of neglect and infant 

death rates, while decreasing fertility rate.



 Finally, women were seen as masculine and not adept to become 

wives or future homemakers.

 Women began to fight for their roles in society. Women like Bessie 

Rayner Parks, one of the first women to initiate a women’s 

movement in England in 1848, made these dreams possibilities



 They began to demand the reform of marriage laws, especially in 

terms of common law which was always harsh to women regarding 

property, and more rights for women in the workplace.

 Children were also greatly affected by the inclusion of women into 

the workplace as proven by the increasing popularity of child labor, 

which caused the demand for child labor laws and regulations.

 Studies have shown the number of child deaths and reported cases 
of mal- and under-nutrition.

 Children became yet another source of income, and presented the 

family with more economic freedom, especially with a son or 

daughter who was old enough to have a full-time employment.





 Parents and children would negotiate wages and responsibilities with 
each other in order to help one another as much as possible.

 The participants of the Women’s Movement attempted to teach girls 
more of the trades in manufacturing industry. They attempted to teach,

- Glass-painting

- Glass-engraving

- Illuminating

- Gilding

- Art-engraving

- China-painting

- Plan-tracing 

- Wood-carving



 Women were soon considered the tangible explanation for the 

increase in infant mortality and decrease in life expectancy. The 
persistent death of young children under the age of seven was 

considered a product of the social ills caused by women entering 

the labour force.

 Many women who worked in the mills and factories were looked 

down upon and accused of either being too masculine or a 

prostitute.

 Women also became criticized for their inadequacy in the private 

sphere. Many commentators believed that factory women 

hindered the conditions of the family because of their lack of 
domestic skills.



Social Classes and

Gender Roles



The Middle Class

 A major change in social classes was the significant development of 

middle class recognized by the good-to-do wealth, moral virtues and 

aspirations towards success and earning money.

 The gender and family demographics worked as such during the era 

of industrialization that the two genders fell into ‘separate spheres’ in 

terms of the social and familial roles they performed.

 Middle class men were to be the source of wealth for the household 

and to cater to public and political sphere, while aspiring to own a 

good house and marry a woman with high morals. 

 Women belonging to middle class families were meant to not be 

exposed to harsh labour work but attend to gentle housebound tasks. 



The Working Class 

 The lower class working under harsh, labour intensive conditions, 
did not share the privileges of a secure familial life or social 
standing as the upper classes. 

 Women like men were compelled to work for paid labour in order 
to support their families, and dominated urban industry workforce 
excluding trades and commerce. 

 Along with being paid lower wages, women were forced into 
taking up greater responsibility of attending to their household 
affairs as well as labour work. 

 Other than dominating textile and cotton industries, most women 
of the lower class worked as domestic servants to middle and 
upper class families.



The Interaction of Classes

 Women and children of the lower class were the particular victims of 
the system and social demographics.

 Women and children of the labour class, being paid less in comparison 
to men, were exploited for labour by the ruling upper and middle class 
to their own benefit. 

 With increased worth of market produced goods particularly textiles 
made higher class women into avid consumers of expensive fabrics 
and clothes attributed largely to the labour of working class women.

 The lower class was looked down upon the well-to-do people.

 The women working as domestic servants in wealthy households were 
often to subjected to ‘slave-like’ degrading conditions according to 
Marx.



Standing of Women After 

Industrialization









Suffrage Movement and 

Industrialization

 Suffrage movement was partially motivated by discrimination 

women faced in their working environment during the Industrial Era

 Women/ Children were treated as a source of cheap labour for 

factories and they faced continual abuse



Suffrage Movement

 Women acted as moral conscience of society

 The right to vote was a means to end for greater equality

 Industrial era abuses faced by women propelled them to fight for 

human rights in the following



Civil Rights 

Movement







LGBTQ Rights





Wage Gap

 During the Industrial Revolution, productivity depended on strength.

 Women earned about 1/3rds of what men did.

 Wage Gap loosely represnted the productivity gap



Gender Pay 

Gap Today







Women in 

Positions of 

Power Today









Women, today 

hold political 

power, unheard

of in the 19th

century 



Problems Faced By Women Today

 Sexual harrasment in the workplace

 Low upward mobility in their business due to gender discrimination

 Greater and Undue Scrutiny in the political realm

 Unfavorable Workplace environment 
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