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GENDER

Dictionary
Gender

noun

1.1.

either of the two sexes (male and female), especially when 

considered with reference to social and cultural differences 

rather than biological ones. The term is also used more 

broadly to denote a range of identities that do not 

correspond to established ideas of male and female.

"a condition that affects people of both genders"

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1ASVC_enPK921PK921&sxsrf=ALeKk00i026MubnBwoTzzgzCdrm-_hv18w:1609172582664&q=how+to+pronounce+gender&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRowS3w8sc9YSn9SWtOXmPU5OINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLiYglJLcoV4pLi4GJLT81LSS2yYlFiSs3jWcQqnpFfrlCSr1AA1JEP1JKqAFEAAN4-dUpXAAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=gb&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiu06-Bi_HtAhW-RBUIHboTCJ4Q3eEDMAB6BAgBEAg


Judith Butler’s reading  “undoing gender” 

basically suggests that the concept of gender be 

undone, transposing the essentialist, permanent 

and binary view, limited to male and female. 

which leads to non-recognition of those who 

somehow challenge this general standards. 



Butler mentions how that the humanity of 

those who do not fit into the general 

gender norms are simply not recognized, 

concluding that this can only be undone 

through the overcoming, or undoing, of 

gender. In order to humanization of each 

individual.



The story of David Reimer. David is the individual at the center the 
dispute between two opposing views: of the social construction and the 
biological determination of gender. Born with XY chromosomes which 
means male, David’s penis was damaged after a surgical accident. His 
parents decided that David would become Brenda, after coming into 

contact with John Money’s theory, according to which any child can be 
happy being socialized and surgically adapted according to a particular 

gender. When Brenda began to want boys’ toys, to refuse to urinate sitting 
down, local psychiatrists considered that the socialization of David as 

Brenda had been a mistake. Then Milton Diamond, a researcher advocating 
for hormonal origin of gender identity, took over the case. At 14, Brenda 

started living as David, receiving hormonal treatment and surgical 
alterations 



Then it was concluded that In its first phase, 

David’s life served to justify the theory that 

gender identity, seen as neutral in childhood, 

can be socially and surgically constructed

In its second phase, it served to support 

the thesis that each person has a unique 

sexual identity, an unchangeable inner 

truth

Thus, the whole discussion was always placed between social and biological, and, more 

deeply, between female and male, without the possibility of existence outside of this 

structure. 

Butler suggests a third look, shared by the intersex movement: 

“The aim is to try to imagine a world in which individuals with mixed genital 

attributes can be accepted and loved without having to be transformed from a gender 

version more socially coherent or normative”                 (Butler, 2004, pp. 64-65).



FEMINISM IN 
GENDER 

POLITICS



• Feminism could be a terribly broad set of  ideologies and movements that focuses on shaping and 

achieving social, economic, and political equality for woman. The term was coined in 1837 by a French 

thinker named Francois Marie Charles Fourier and has undergone a good deal of  amendment since then. 

There has been abundant discussion concerning that historical movements and events would constitute the 

umbrella of  feminism, however it has been typically given that Western feminism occurred in 3 waves 

throughout history.

• 1. First-wave feminism occurred throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and was 

outstanding within the U.S. and the U.K. Activists targeted on women's right to vote, or equal option rights, 

yet as equality in wedding, sexuality, property possession, and economic matters.

• 2. Second-wave feminism began within the U.S. within the Nineteen Sixties, and it before long unfold 

throughout the planet. whereas the primary wave targeted on additional basic property and balloting rights, 

this new movement player attention to the cultural and social arenas, together with fruitful rights, family 

problems, violence, and geographic point equality. This movement was heavily criticized for paying 

additional attention to propertied white ladies than to alternative teams.

• 3. Third-wave feminism is that the most up-to-date movement that began within the Nineteen Nineties 

within the U.S. It addresses the restrictions of  the second movement by giving a lot of  attention to non-

white ethnic teams. This movement challenges definitions of  gender and promotes gender as feminine 

direction.



* Since 1988, she has written several books and articles on feminism, gender 

theory, philosophy, and culture. Here we are going to specialize in her 

concepts regarding feminism and gender, notably those conferred in her 

most well-known book Gender Trouble: Feminism and also the Subversion of  

Identity. during this work, she challenged the prevailing feminist model in 

terms of  however it's outlined the feminine gender. Butler states that, 

traditionally, feminism (and the planet at large) has viewed gender in a very 

binary fashion. In different words, humans are usually divided into 2 distinct 

categories: men and girls. She argues against these binary classes, stating 

that gender ought to be seen as an individual's attribute that shifts and 

changes instead of  remaining fastened. She contends that ladies are lumped 

along in a very cluster with shared characteristics and interests, and this 

limits their ability to settle on their own distinctive identities.



Discrimination is the act of  making unjustified distinctions between human beings based on the 
groups, classes, or other categories to which they are perceived to belong. People may be 

discriminated on the basis of  race, gender, age or sexual orientation, as well as other 
categories. Discrimination especially occurs when individuals or groups are unfairly treated in a 

way which is worse than other people are treated, on the basis of  their actual or perceived 
membership in certain groups R social categories. Distinction among three types of  

discrimination:

1. Realistic competition is driven by self-interest and is aimed at obtaining material resources 
(e.g. Food, territory, customers) for the in-group (e.g., favoring an in-group in order to obtain 

more resources for its members, including the self).

2. Social competition is driven by the need for self-esteem and is aimed at achieving a positive 
social status for the in-group relative to comparable out-groups

e.g., favoring an in-group in order to make it better than an out-group).

3. Consensual discrimination is driven by the need for accuracy and reflects stable and 
legitimate intergroup status hierarchies (e.g., favoring a high-status in-group because it is high 

status).



HUMANISM 

• Humanism is a philosophical stance that emphasizes the 

value and agency of human beings, individually and 

collectively. The meaning of the term humanism has 

fluctuated according to the successive intellectual 

movements which have identified with it.



JUDITH BUTLER

According to him humanism is not a natural process she used to say that it 

happens according to the behaviour of people around us, the bodily movement 

occurs because of Disability movements and the intersex Activism.   

Life has been taken up by the right wing movement of the women As it limits the 

reproduction of the women.  

people who want to make this claim on behalf of mute embryos, but rather to 

understand how the “viability” of a woman’s life depends upon an exercise of 

bod-ily autonomy and on social conditions.



* Frantz Fanon claimed that “the black is not a man,”

* Sylvia Wynter, to pertain to women of color as well 

and to call into question the racist frameworks 

within which the category of the human has been 

articulated.



HUMANISM ARTS

Primavera (late 1470s-early 1480s)

Artist: Sandro Botticelli
SANDRO BOTTICELLI (1445-1510)

https://m.theartstory.org/definition/renaissance-humanism/artworks/#pnt_2
https://m.theartstory.org/artist/botticelli-sandro/


The Vitruvian Man (c. 1485)

Artist: Leonardo da Vinci

https://m.theartstory.org/definition/renaissance-humanism/artworks/#pnt_3
https://m.theartstory.org/artist/da-vinci-leonardo/


TRANSGENDER. 

o

o *   Transgender people have a gender identity or gender 

expression that differs from the sex that they were assigned at 

birth.

o *  Many transgender people experience gender dysphoria, and 

some seek medical treatments such as hormone replacement 

therapy, sex reassignment surgery, or psychotherapy.

o *  Transgender people may identify as heterosexual, homosexual, 

bisexual, asexual, or may decline to label their sexual orientation. 



DYSPHORIA

The state or position when one feels uncomfortable or unease with life. 

Feel discomfort in their sex. 

Experience anxiety. 



WHAT IS GENDER THAT SOCIETY DEFINES YOU?



A simple act of  identification of  one’s gender changes everything starting from one’s 

individuality and personality. The society we live in shapes the way we act, behave 

and our desires. Through these norms, we are able to understand the human entitled 

rights.

Recognition is a powerful tool that allows humans to source how they are produced 

and this stems from implementing desire in social norms. With the terms of  

recognition, you are included in the human race but these very terms make living 

hard, which is why there should be conditions that are inclusive rather than 

differentiating them into different categories. 

• One can openly claim a gender after relying on the context laid down by social 

norms that exist. Social norms should be constructed in such a way that it is 

acceptable and accessible to all groups regardless of  the strange adaptation 

methods as what may be unorthodox to some may be commonly accepted terms 

which they live by. 
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