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Orientalism and Gender Stereotypes 
 

Yawar Khan Durrani  



• Sexualizing Oriental Women 

• Sexualizing Oriental Men 

• Sexualization of the Harem 

• Origins of Orientalism in Entertainment 
Industry 



 
Sexualizing Oriental Women 

 
• Depiction for male gaze 

 

• Exoticization of a belly 
dancer’s appearance 

 

• Hypersexualization 

 

 
Salma Hayek-From Dusk Till Dawn, 1996. 



Debra Paget-The Indian Tomb, 1959 Elodie Yung-Gods of Egypt, 2016 



• Depicted as Femme Fatales 
 

• Fetishized for their ethnicity 
 

Lucy Liu-Charlie's Angels, 2000 



• Depicted as love 
interest from an 
exotic land 

Disney’s Planes, 2013 

The Lovers, 2015 



Sexualizing Oriental Men 

• Hypersexual 
• Hypermasculine 
• Animalistic 
• Greater Physicality 

The Son of the Sheik, 1926 





Sexualization of the Harem 

• The real Harem 

• Orientalist Harem 



• Obsession Continues 

• Obsession with Tigers 

 

 
Poster for Netflix Series, 

Tiger King, 2020 

Bhagavan “Doc” Antle with Britney Spears at 
VMAs, 2001 



• Use of Indian names 

 
1. Addresses himself as 

Bhagavan 

2. Renames apprentices as 
China, Rajanee and Moksha  

 

• Harem like Cult 

 



 
Origins of Orientalism in Entertainment Industry 

 

• First World’s Fair 

          In 1851 

 

• Zoos 

 

• Circuses 

 



Moulin Rouge-Ringling Bros & Barnum Bailey Circus 





Orientalism in Pop Culture 
 

Saad Jarwar 



Orientalism 



Video Games 

• Call Of Duty 

• Assassin's Creed: Revelations 

 



Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare 

• The Plot of the game involves agents of special forces of UK and US, who 
act as protagonists fighting against ultranationalist Russians and separatist 
groups of the middle east, where the 2nd group are often shown as turban-
wearing, dangerous terrorists wielding their AK-47s 

• The nature of the middle eastern groups is similar to that of Al-Qaida and 
Taliban (although they are not visually represented according to sharia law 
which is mandatory for Al-Qaida and Taliban) 

• The intro scene presents the Middle Eastern country as one inhabited by 
angry, violent, and uncivilized people. 

• The architecture of the playable maps depict run-down desert towns 
devoid of paved streets, city structure, or modern civilization. 









Assassin's Creed: Revelations 

• Clean, brightly-colored clothing 

• Wealth 

• Indoor rugs used outdoors 

• Exotic weapons 





Movies 

• Casino Royale 

• The scene's orientalist roots begin to appear 
when the client states that he must take a 
hand to compensate for Le Chiffre's betrayal, 
reflecting the stereotype that the punishment 
for thievery in the "third world" is to chop off 
a hand. 





Comics 

• The adventures of 
Tintin. 

• The story represents 
the Bolsheviks as 
"absolute evil“ 

• Only the others use 
torture. 





Song Lyrics 

• BUSTA RHYMES - ARAB MONEY 

• ALADDIN OPENING SONG 

• QUEEN - BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY  



BUSTA RHYMES- 
ARAB MONEY 



Aladdin (opening song before and after) 

•  "..where they cut off your ear if they don't like your face, it's 
barbaric, but hey, it's home“ 

 

• “Where it’s flat and immense/And the heat is intense” 
("Aladdin"). 

 

• Protagonists had American accents and antagonists and Arab 
accents. 



Bohemian 
Rhapsody - 

Queens 



Memes 



Orientalism in Architecture 

Zarnab khalid  

 



Definition 
• Orientalism constructs cultural, spatial, and visual mythologies and stereotypes 

that are often connected to the geopolitical ideologies of governments and 
institutions. 

• We see Orientalism continually in the architectural imitations that sought to 
provide both spectacle and authenticity.  

• There have been various attempts to address the question of architecture and 
Orientalism through historical studies in recent times. This work can be 
represented, for instance, by Metcalf's (1 989) review of British architecture in 
colonial India.  

• Metcalf (1989) sees architecture in the context of colonial India as being 
concerned with political effect. In the public buildings put up by the Raj it was 
essential always to make visible Britain's imperial position as ruler, for these 
structures were charged with the explicit purpose of representing empire itself 



Examples 
• Early architectural use of motifs lifted from the Indian subcontinent is 

known as Indo-Saracenic Revival architecture.  
– One of the earliest examples is the façade of Guildhall, London (1788–1789)# 

• Turquerie, which began as early as the late 15th century, continued until at 
least the 18th century, and included both the use of "Turkish" styles in the 
decorative arts, the adoption of Turkish costume at times, and interest in 
art depicting the Ottoman Empire itself.  

• Egyptian Revival architecture became popular in the early and mid-19th 
century  

• Indo-Saracenic Revival architecture was a genre that arose in the late 19th 
century in the British Raj 



Indo-Saracenic architecture 
 

• Indo Saracenic was arevivalist architectural 

• It drew stylistic and decorative elements from 
native Indo-Islamic architecture 

• style mostly used by British architects in India 
in the later 19th century 



Examples 

• The Victoria Memorial, 
Kolkata, has very discreet 
Indo-Saracenic touches, such 
as the corner chatris, in the 
Raj metropolis least touched 
by the style. 

• The Rambagh Palace in Jaipur 
reflecting Imperial Rajasthani 
architecture. Early 20th-
century. 



Orientalism 
and Capitalism 

Jaan e Ali Burny 



Capitalism 
• Capitalism is an economic system in which private individuals or businesses own capital goods.  

– The production of goods and services is based on supply and demand in the general 

market—known as a market economy—rather than through central planning—known as a 

planned economy or command economy. 



New Capitalism 

• New capitalism? 

• It is argued that the pace of technological change, the mobility of 
multinational capital and the privatization of the welfare state 
have combined to create a more dangerous world.  

– Companies are outsourcing, jobs are migrating to China 
and India, and a job for life is said to be a thing of the past. 
The so-called ‘new capitalism’ is said to be the result of 
these changes.  



Orientalism and Neo 
Capitalism  

• Changing world – Global economy is expanding 
– Export Import  

• Orientals are no more consumers. They are 
producers as well and are selling in the West 
more frequently.  

• Orientals may take every market away – 
compete with Western products 

• Examples 

– Miss world competition  

– Indian Actress Priyanka Chopra   

– Football market by Sialkot, Pakistani’s 
producers 

– Garments from Pakistan are sold abroad 

• All this is done to earn a profit, which indicates 
capitalism 



Work cited  
• Edward Saeed Orientalism  
• https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14725843.2013.79

7284 
• Kevin Doogan, “Neo Capitalism”. Polity, 2009. 

 
• Marks and the End of Orientalism:   

https://books.google.com.pk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=O-
YABAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=info:K7WsoXNB0WQJ:scholar.g
oogle.com/&ots=wxDbkKPW_M&sig=wmGzNTce1930EX0-
WVbKFJDShZE&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14725843.2013.797284
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14725843.2013.797284


Orientalism and 
Geopolitics  

By  

  Rumesa Khalid 



Geopolitics  

• The study of how political power is reinforced 
ondermined by geographical arrangements for example 
boundaries, networks ,natural resources etc.  

• Concept: Rudolf Kjellen presented the idea of geopolitics 
in 1864-1922 a student of the German geographer . 

• Geopolitics provides the link between geography and 
strategy and create realtionship  between geographical 
space and international political power. 



Examples of Geopolitics  

• The North American free trade 
agreement of 1994 an agreement that 
bound the United States ,Canada,and 
Mexico into abolition of tariffs when 
trading with one of the other countries. 

• Another example of land experiencing 
drought how which causes certain 
changes in politics  

• The poor condition of Colombia and 
South America  



Types of 
geopolitics  

• Natural geopolitical  

• Socio geographical  

• Chronogeopolitcal  



Geopolitics in era of  covid 19 

• As we know that covid 19 is an 
acute health crises now a days 
all over the world.  So 
geopolitics headed in covid 19 
and shape strategy for post 
covid 19 with cooperation and 
determination.and resolve so 
that united  states and it’s allies 
can recover from it and adapt 
rules based system to bring 
prosperity , freedom and peace 
in future. 


