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This essay will discuss briefly the origin and history of Bradlaugh Hall, and the hall as 

embodied space for the anti-colonial freedom movement in Lahore during 1920s and 30s.  It 

also describes the changes this colonial era building went through and relate it to the concept 

of the city as an ‘urban palimpsest. William J. Glover explains the concept of an urban 

palimpsest, as layers of changes in a city throughout the course of its history, and how this 

passing of time shapes a certain city or a place within a city1.  Layers over layers of change in 

culture, economics, politics and architecture accrue in a city with the passing of time. Henri  

Lefebvre is of the view that a space does not pre-exists to be filled by people instead spaces 

are produced by people for different social, cultural, political and economic purposes, their 

need depends on the time it was created. Embodied by people, human experience and 

consciousness, cities, monuments and buildings take on a material and spatial form2. 

Bradlaugh Hall was inaugurated in 0ctober 1900, and was constructed by a fund (Rs10, 000) 

collected by National Congress assembly , political party ,with the efforts of Sir Dyal Singh; 

as an independent space for political gathering in Lahore without any influence of the 

colonial government. This building is located on the Ratting Road, in an elitist area of the city 

in late 19th century Lahore. The hall was named after a British MP Charles Bradlaugh who 

was an enthusiastic supporter of Indian self-rule. 

Braudluagh Hall served as a key space for meetings of all communities, including Muslims, 

Sikhs and Hindus, who organised political sessions, hosted receptions for political leaders. 

They also used the space for mushairas and theatre plays for political awareness, which 

sparked the struggle for freedom from colonial rule.  
																																																													
1	AN	URBAN	PALIMPSEST,	the	Precolonial	Development	of	Lahore.	Making	Lahore	Modern	Constructing	and	
Imagining	a	Colonial	City	by	William	J.	Glover	
2	The	Urban	Revolution	by	Henri	Lefebvre	



 Bradlaugh Hall hosted people like Allama Iqbal, Zafar Ali Khan , Jawaharlal Nehru, Lala 

Lajpat Rai and Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah himself on 24th  May 1924 during the 

Khailafat moment.  The revolutionary, Bhagat Singh was a student of the National College 

which was founded by Lal Rajput Rai inside the hall as part of non-cooperation movement. .  

This college provided quality education to Indians who did not want to study in British 

educational institutions.  Arguably, this very place made a revolutionary out of Bhagat Singh 

who studied here for four years and it was here that he found his revolutionary companions. 

Bhagat Singh laid the foundation of Naujawan Bharat Sabha in Bradlaugh Hall on 28 April 

1931. (Check your dates.  Bhagat Singh was hanged in 1931). The object was to create a 

national movement of resistance to colonialism, and the hall served as a head quarter of the 

Sabha for years to come and became the focal point of revolutionary political activities in 

Lahore at that time. The history of Bradlaugh Hall establish this place as a key space which 

played an important part in creating a resistance against colonial.  

After the Partition of India in 1947, the hall was used for various purposes from a camp for 

Muslim refugees from Indian Punjab, to a warehouse for iron merchants and a grain silo for 

the food department.  The Building was given to the Milli Techniki Idara in 1956. In the 90s 

the National Technical Institute evacuated the building, and local school teachers took the 

building on rent as a tuition centre, once again using the space for education.  The Tuition 

centre was closed when Evacuee Trust Property board took over the building and sealed off 

all entry points. Thereafter, the building was neglected by successive governments. Now this 

magnificent architectural space and a place of historic and nostalgic importance is weathering 

away quietly. 

In recent years door of Bradlaugh hall were opened again once on 1 May 2019 the launch of   

Dr Chris Moffat’s book India’s Revolutionary Inheritance: Politics and the Promise of Bhagat 

Singh. It was a fitting place for the celebration of the book on Bhagat Singh, The place which 



shaped him. Bradlaugh Hall was also one of the many sites of the second Lahore Biennale, 

which happened between Jan 26 - 29Feb 2020. By these events the hall become alive again 

with the voices of intellect, art and culture 

 The history of Bradlaugh Hall reveals itself as a space which affected the lives of people 

before and after partition and embodied the political spirit of freedom and revolutionary 

movements and, of education. This history also shows the layers of changes it went through 

as a space used for different purposes; from a colonial era, as a symbol of revolutionary 

resistance  to a mere ruin of neglect is a good example of urban palimpsest. A little effort to 

preserve the hall can make this space available for many more happenings and the passing of 

time can write many layers of palimpsest on its walls. 

 



Image1: Ammar Ali Jan at the book launch ceremony, picture of Bhaghat sing Hanging on 

the wall behind him 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Image 2: Exterior view of Hall 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Image 3 :Roof of Bradlaugh Hall 



Image 4: A wall of hall used as black board for teaching kids 



Image 5: A room which was also used as class room. Window and black board  



 

Image 6: View from a window  
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