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Our world has never been connected, throughout the history of mankind, in such a way it is 

connected today. It has become a Global village due to a fast pace development in technology. 

Not only distance lands and cultures are reachable physically, by the advance means of travelling, 

a virtual connection has also developed by the internet and mobile phone technology.  This 

advancement in technology and availability of the internet (in the form of WIFI, 4G and 5G) 

and portable devices (like mobile phones, laptops and tablets) have created a new kind of social 

condition. This new condition is called Network Culture. Network culture is changing structure 

of our society in a very subtle but a radical and real sense. It is effecting culture, economy, social 

norms and subjectivity of people as well in a very profound way. Unlike the Digital network 

which produce information from discrete processing units, Network culture produces it from the 

network relation between processing units, connections between people, between machines and 

between machine and people. This new web of connections have formed a new kind of public 

network which is profoundly effecting every aspect of human life all around the globe. Now 

most of the information we get or exchange are through our portable devices from online 

financial market activities to online newspaper paper, pod casts and social media networking. It 

has rapidly changed the structure of our social life as well social media is a new way to connect 

with your friends and family. It has also provide a new platform for any kind of creative content 

makers (artists, musicians, writes etc.) to connect with their audience.   All kinds of cultural 

exchange has also become possible. Now without moving geographically people of different 

countries are connected with each other through social media; exchanging ideas, thoughts, 

political views, ideologies, art, literature and social norms. A person living in east is aware of the 

culture of west and vice versa. This can be seen as the next evolutionary step in the history of 



mankind and it is rapidly changing and reshaping the world around us. In this essay, relationship 

of art with culture, influence of network on culture and subsequently on art will be discussed. 

 

 

Art and Culture: 

Art and culture influences each other. Most of the art work can be identified with a certain time 

and place because art is always influence by culture and norms of its time.  Usually, it is the 

culture which defines the basic concept, attributes and values, but sometimes a significant change 

in art could also left a profound effect on society as well. Art is expression and it normally use a 

vocabulary or symbols of the society in which an artist lives.  Art before the 19th century was 

closely connected to its time and especially to the culture prevailing at that time. But as we move 

forward especially after the down of the 19th century and development of technology (camera 

particularly) and the shift in thought process art become distance from the culture. It started 

questioning the culture and itself as well.  

The study of art and culture and how it originates and flourishes in a society is as old as the 

origin of social science and humanities. Around 373 BC Plato was pondering on question about 

the place of art in an ideal society while Aristotle placed art in the general context of his world 

view in his metaphysical theories. In East this debate about art and society goes back to 

Confucius. English philosopher Herbert Spencer presented an interesting argument about birth 

of art in his evolutionary theory about the origin of aesthetic emotion. He says that as the 

capacity of human beings to save more energy than which is required for their survival increases, 

it results in the use of this excessive energy for expressions in art. 

 Karl Marks, in 1845, stated in his theory about the relationship of art and society that style and 

content of the art produced in society is directly influenced by the system of industrial 

production of that time. In his view, art preferences are dependent on class status and outlook as 

well.   



According to French critic ad philosopher Hippolyte Taine; the sum of general state of mind and 

circumstances that are surrounding it in a culture influence a work of art.   

If we move from theoretical to a practical aspect of art, we see a very prominent influence of a 

culture on all forms of art. From a Greek sculpture to the pop art of capitalistic America, one 

can see the clear influence of prevailing culture, especially on the nature of its content. Greek 

Myth influenced the majority of art of that particular age. Politically and socially individual 

freedom was very important in Greek culture and one can see that particular influence in their 

art work as well. We see the depiction of Gods in the human form with characteristics of a man 

or women. Religion of a specific culture also has important influence, beside Greek and roman 

art the influence of religion and their cultural rituals can be seen in Egyptian, Buddhist and 

Islamic art as well. All these cultures has their own individual body of art work according to their 

cultural need from Egyptian Pyramid to Buddhist stupa to a Muslim Mosque. From diction of 

god in human form by Greek, or as a mythical creation by Egyptian, or absence of human form 

from Islamic art altogether, all are influences for their particular culture. When the depiction of 

human form was forbidden in Islam, it gave birth to the art of calligraphy and Islamic geometry. 

Similar is the case of Japanese, Chinese and Indian art, all are influenced by norms and rituals of 

their prevailing cultures. 

With the evolution of human being continues the evolution of culture. A culture which use to be 

heavily influenced by religion begin to move toward more humanistic approach. Art of 

renaissance, although was influenced by classic art, also address the humanist philosophy which 

was prevailing in European culture at that time.  

Cultural difference has mark influence on the aesthetic aspect of art as well. The concept of 

beauty varied with every culture. There is a mark aesthetic difference between eastern and 

western visual art which could be explained by their cultural differences. Western philosophy and 

culture is based on realistic and material world view while east always tend towards mystic and 

spiritual world view. Western visual art try to imitate reality and depict exactly what it sees in the 



form of geometric or perspective imagery on the other hand, eastern imaginary is try to break 

these rules and focus on the fluid nature of human relationship with his environment and the 

universe. It lacks in exact physical representation or the exact imitation of objects. 

With the dawn of the 19th century, we saw an unprecedented cultural shift, colonialization of 

many regions across different continents by western country also effected the local cultures and 

with advancement in technology interaction of different cultures become easier and frequent 

which started to give rise to more hybrid forms of cultures with multiple influences. This shift in 

culture, effected very thing from socio political structures to religion, and local norms and 

customs as well as philosophy and literature and art of different regions. One cannot deny the 

fact that cultures tend to influence each other from ancient time, but the pace of these influences 

are far more rapid in the 19th century then past. Culture of conqueror begin to dominate on the 

conquered. Not only eastern art was influenced by west, western art has also a substantial foreign 

or eastern influence. Thus a new hybrid form of art began to evolve which tend to break free of 

its culture an origin.  

 Before the network culture we saw the rise of globalization the world becoming a global village. 

Human now inspired to become a world citizen.  The rise of institutionalisation also influenced 

art.  So art no longer address a single culture, a single religion or philosophy or aesthetic instead 

it trying to be universal. But in the process art did lose many beautiful as well as profound 

individual aspects which was rooted in its cultural tradition. 

 

Effects of network culture on cultures and art: 

In our present time flow of information is lot more easier then past due to network culture. We 

are connected with all kind of people and events happening around the globe with the help of 

internet and our mobile devices. Access to all kind of information is lot more easily than any 

time in the history of mankind. Network culture has a subtle but rapid impact on economy, 

politics and culture.  Now cultural exchange is lot more easily through content available on 



internet like films, documentaries, music and art, as well as through the ease of communication 

between individuals of different countries. If we look at the cultural influence we see a teenager 

in Pakistan eating MacDonald, dressed up in jeans, watching Hollywood movies and listening to 

rock music. He speaks in English, educated in English while unaware of his own native language, 

literature and tradition.  This exchange is not one way as well, Americans are also exposed to a 

variety of foreign cuisines and cultural influences in art, music and cinema. Rise of Bollywood in 

America and west is also an example of cultural influence. But this exchange is not always mutual 

or fair, dominant nations (dominant politically and economically) are more influential   as they 

have better means to expand their culture and influence wide regions with the help of better 

means of technology at their disposal. One cannot deny the fact that network culture has played 

major role in spreading of knowledge and has open new possibilities for individuals and cultures 

to expand and express themselves universally. But it also has empower certain cultures more 

than other, thus bring some indigenous and ancient cultures to extinction. We might have 

achieve universality for example sharing a common language and knowledge but in the process 

we have lost our own native languages and flavour of our own traditions. Network culture has 

ended the isolation and expended the horizons to explore but it has given rise to a certain kind 

of homogeneity.  

Like every aspect of life whether it is economy, politics or culture, network culture has effected 

the art as well. Cross cultural influence is not new in the history of art.  We found many 

examples of artistic exchange and influences before the invention of new technologies and 

internet e.g.  Many western artists were influenced by other cultures like influence of African art 

on Picasso, influence of Japanese Ukiyo school colour wood cuts on Van Gogh, Manet and 

Seurat. But all these influences have no standing in western art history, a Japanese wood cut 

master has no standing in front of Manet or Van Gogh which is clear example of dominance of 

one civilization on the other and situation is not different in present time. With the advent of 

network and globalization the art is approaching toward the unification and the 



institutionalization. Emergence of  global art markets, museums, galleries, art fairs and biennales 

has also pushed art in a certain kind of homogeneity and unification. These institutes prefer the 

art which share a common universal vocabulary or language, which make it possible for them to 

move and show that work of art in many different regions without any difficulty to deal with any 

specific symbolism or culture association attached with any work of art. Thus on see the rise of 

large scale installations, performance art, videos and photography based art. Although an 

installation or performance is often site-specific but it can be recorded and can be distributed via 

internet. These markets and institutions are accommodating artist from all nationalities but they 

has also developing and propagating a specific universal language or vocabulary, this vocabulary  

usually don’t have its roots in any particular culture , instead it addresses the universal issues like 

global politics, individualism, industrialization etc. and they often chose an artist or an art work 

accordingly. Now artist assume that his audience is aware of this vocabulary which he is using for 

his art work and these markets and institution are investing in developing an understanding of 

this language or vocabulary among wide range of audience all around the globe. One can barely 

see traditional painting or sculpture in art fairs and biennials, most of the work consists of video, 

installation, performance art and conceptual art. All these form of art share a common trait; they 

all addresses similar themes and there is an ease of record ability and propagation through the 

advance means of technology and networking. For example in case of conceptual art one can 

usually understand it by reading the description and seeing a photo of it most of times. This 

form of art is also easier to accommodate on different platforms real and virtual because it is all 

about idea.  Another example of popular theme is art on art even critique on art becomes art and 

this never ending process of art on art keep circulating in these institutes  The art of our age 

mostly rooted in institutional critiques , trends of biennials and art fairs as well as 

commodification of art. All these factors are advancing art towards homogeneity. With a little 

space left for expression of art which address regional or culture themes. Alienation of artist and 

his art from his immediate environment is the result of such trends. We can’t deny the fact that it 



also providing opportunity for other cultures and regions to propagate their regional art forms. 

but it happens only after a certain kind of modification to suit the international art markets and 

institution e.g. we see lot of Asian (Chinese as well as Indian) artists don’t work in their 

traditional forms of art ( painting, miniature, calligraphy or sculptures) but they choice to express 

themselves via new form of like performance installation and conceptual art. And they try to 

address universal themes instead of addressing local concerns through their art work. 

Conclusion: 

In past, art of different countries and region were distinctive by the virtues of their diverse 

tradition of making, meaning and interpretation. In spite of the cross cultures influences their 

separate genealogy was an integral part of their expression. Now with the rise of globalisation 

and network culture a unified art world has emerge which share a common language and 

tradition. We can also not deny the emergence of various traditional art yet we cannot deny the 

fact that this global homogenisation of art is happening at a larger scale and with this we can 

achieve universality but in the process we will also lose individuality. Institutionalization not only 

contradict the basic philosophy of art, it is also painting a scenery in a certain colour which could 

be painted in varied vibrant colours. This new developed art language is still not far reaching, as a 

result it is generating an artist and art work which is alien in its own immediate environment. 
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