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Dorothy Counts was one of the

first black students admitted to

the Harry Harding High School in

Charlotte, North Carolina, as part

of the initial effort to desegregate

schools in that city

Historically and culturally,

braids, twists, and locs have

been closely aligned with black

people — further reiterating the

fact that Eurocentric features

are the societal default. 

 On the first day she was

scheduled to attend,

harassment began. The

White Citizens Council 

 urged the boys attending

the school to block her entry

and the girls of the school to

spit on her.

 More abuse followed when she

entered the school on her first

day. Trash was thrown at her in

the lunch room while teachers

ignored the incident. 

People threw rocks and screamed,

"Go back where you came from!"

Reporters and photographers came

to witness and record the conflicts.

Violence erupted in other cities

where black students tried to enter

all-white schools

Events such as these were

part of a long struggle for

equality, called civil rights.

Counts' family was

concerned for her safety

and sent her to

Pennsylvania to finish high

school.

The scene, captured in an

infamous Observer photograph

now framed in her house, remains

one of Charlotte’s most shameful

instances of racism — and a

potent, painful memory she said

will always be a part of her life.
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Evolution of
racism in

contemporary
society 

Citizens of racist societies

reinforce racism, whether

they identify as racist or

not, and whether they

want to or not

However,Racism is so deeply

embedded within U.S. minds and

U.S. society that it is virtually

impossible to escape and is

unfortunately not that different

from the time of Dorothy Counts 

The recent Black Lives

Matter protests led half a

million people out in

nearly 550 places across

the United States.

A lot of attention is rightfully put

on the recent murders of

Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud

Arbery, George Floyd and far

too many others. But people

need to understand that those

horrific events are a

consequence of a larger system.

A similarrity between Dorothys

and the recent  BLM movement

is  bravery in the face of brutal

racism which helped bring

down racial barriers both then

and now 

Segregation hardens racist

perceptions, preferences and beliefs.

Simply put, the U.S. systematically

constructs racial categories, places

people inside of those categories

and segregates people on the basis

of those categories, the authors

argue.
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