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AIRAJ 
AHMED

Culture has always interested 
me, especially cultures and 

sub-cultures that revolve 
around the use or existence of 

specific objects.  Thats why for 
this Assignment, I was seeking 

to gain more Insight into the 
broader 'Skateboard culture', 

through means of researching 
and studying the specific 

elements and objects that 
make that  culture.

I have found that the narratives 
associated with these objects 

are, to a reasonable extent, 
intertwined and feed off of 

each other ; thus creating 
micro-cultures on their own.
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Object 

8" Skateboard 

Origin and History
 
Skating first started in the 1950's, when surfers in 
California wanted to simulate riding waves during 
days where the water was flat.

Dimensions

32 x 8 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
The skateboard has become an entire sub culture 
on its own. Much of the youth in the 80's and 
90's used it as an means of escape. It not only 
provided these youth that chased freedom with 
an oppertunity to do so, but provided them with a 
close-knit group of like-minded individuals who got 
together to skate and runaway from their problems.

Memories 

I've bruised my shin countless times, helped to start 
a culture in BNU, dispatched a search party for 30 
minutes to find a couple of screws that fell off on 
the road at night. Not to mention the countless 
hours I've spent failing at tricks that I still cannot pull 
off.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In 1985, back to the future introduced 
skateboarding to a much wider audience. The 
main character, Marty McFly, was often seen 
riding a skateboard, and to some extent, fulfilled 
the 'Cool Skater Guy' archetype associated with 
skateboarders nowadays.

Several movies and TV show were dedicated to 
skating such as Rocket Power, Thrashin (1986) and 
Kids (1995), not to mention the countless off-shoot 
TV shows and video games that starred skateboard 
legends such as Tony Hawk, Rodney Mullen etc.
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Object 

Sony MEGA BASS Walkman (WM-FX195) 

Origin and History
 
The first Walkman prototype was built from a 
modified Sony Pressman, a compact cassette 
recorder designed for journalists and released in 
1977. The metal-cased blue-and-silver Walkman 
TPS-L2, the world's first low-cost personal stereo, 
went on sale in Japan on July 1 1979, and was sold 
for around ¥33,000

Dimensions

4.6 x 3.4 x 1 in.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Walkmans were at first used only by professionals 
to increase ease of listening to their audios on the 
go, but eventually it trickled down to the youth 
where it gained popularity, especially in those youth 
subcultures that were large consumers of music. 
Since it was something that gave privacy in a public 
setting and it became another escapist tool for the 
younger generation. 

Memories 

My dad gave me his Walkman but he only had Urdu 
cassettes so I was not too keen on using it much, 
until my friend gave me a Linkin Park reanimation 
cassette which for a while was the only album I'd 
listen to constantly.

For me, Walkmans are now associated with Linkin 
Park and the phase of my life in which I discovered 
them. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Eminem describes the cultural phenomena created 
by the Walkmans very precisely in a line in his 
song 'Legacy': " ...I dont give a s**t, I'm fine as long 
as there's batteries in my walkman, nothings the 
matter with me..."
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Object 

Vans B&W Checkered Slip-Ons 

Origin and History
 
On March 16 1966, at 704 East Broadway in 
Anaheim, California, brothers Paul Van Doren and 
James Van Doren and Gordon C. Lee opened the 
first Vans store under the name The Van Doren 
Rubber Company. The business manufactured 
shoes and sold them directly to the public.

Dimensions

8.5 to 13.4 in.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Vans became popular with skateboarders in the 
1970's due to how well they were made. The teen 
skaters then had started to customise their white 
vans with black permanent markers. The most 
common and popular pattern was a black and 
white checkerboard, and so vans with the same 
pattern were produced which had the black and 
white checkerboard printed on them. These quickly 
gained popularity.

The 1970s Ska movement used checkered patterns 
to embody the genre’s synthesis of “white” and 
“black” sounds. Checkered Vans became the 
unofficial footwear choice for those who were a 
part of the movement calling for cultural unity. 

Memories 

Vans are something that I only recently got but I 
remember obsessing over them for the most part 
of my youth, buying every vans knock off at Bata 
and even sometimes trying to customise them to 
make them look more like vans. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Vans started getting popular and were closely 
assocciated with skating culture largely due to the 
movie 'Fast Times At Ridgemont High'. 
Other than that they can be seen prominently in 
almost any skate movie or TV show.
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Object 

AriZona Peach Iced-Tea can 

Origin and History
 
Arizona Beverages USA (stylized as AriZona) is 
an American producer of many flavors of iced 
tea, juice cocktails, and energy drinks based in 
Woodbury, New York. Arizona's first product was 
made available in 1992.

Dimensions

6.2 x 2.8 in.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
This caters to a very specific subculture and 
aesthetic, that people now very closely link to the 
80's and 90's, as well as to 'vapourwave', which is a 
specific genre of music that uses samples of music 
from the 80's.

Vaporwave music also gave rise to many other 
subgenres, alot of which were reminescent of this 
aforementioned aesthetic. 

Memories 

The first time I visited Esajees as a young teen, 
the packakging immediately caught my eye and 
I bought the overpriced iced tea. Unfortunately 
I could not keep the can until a few months ago 
where I found it again in esajees. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Most of the visual references are based on the 
design of the can which can be seen copied on 
shoes, the backs of skateboards, phone covers etc.

There is also a whole genre of wallpapers for your 
electronic devices that consist of Arizona Iced 
tea as a main component, purely because of it's 
aesthetic.
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Object 

Breakout Cotton Beanie 

Origin and History
 
The beanie hat, a smaller close fitting hat, that 
originated in the United States in the early 1900's. 
The word "bean", back in the early 1900's, was slang 
for head. In the early 1900's the hats were worn by 
mostly college students, and in the 1950's they were 
worn by college freshmen as a form of hazing.

Dimensions

23 1/4 in. circumference. 
 

Cultural Connotation
 
The roots of beanie's in skater culture can be traced 
back to East Coast skater culture in the 90's, where 
beanies were the cozy hat of choice since most 
skate 'missions' were to be done at night, when 
the temperature dips, and warm layered clothes 
restricted mobility. Beanies becme a staple in 
skating culture due to the fact that they protected 
from the cold and did not compromise mobility. 

Memories 

For some reason whenever I went to school with a 
beanie on, people would randomly try to take it off 
my head.

I've snuck many exam cheat sheets in beanie during 
my school years. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The Iconic 'Archies' comic's character Jughead 
was always seen wearing a beanie. He introduced 
it to a different demographic which resulted in 
beanies being asssocciated with ' Jughead type' 
personalities.

Jacques Coustea and H3H3 have also achieved 
iconic beanie status.
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AREEB
JAVAID

I have a habit of collecting 
strange items. None of them 

really go together nor do 
they go well with my room. 

These items are only some of 
the many unusual objects I 

have collected in my travels. 
Each of them remind me of 

all my trips, and the small 
adventures that came along 

with it. 
It was quite interesting 

looking back at all the 
memories. Not only that 

but also sitting down and 
researching about each 

individual object, it really 
made me appreciate them a 

lot more than I already did. 
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Object 

Oil Lantern

Origin and History
 

One of the first evidences of the use of a lantern 
can be found in ancient china, during the Han 
dynasty at around 230 bc. Other civilization have 
used them that early as well, like in ancient Egypt or 
ancient Greece. So it is not sure who was the first to 
invent it nor where did it originate from.

Dimensions

10 x 4 in

Cultural Connotation

Different societies and cultures all have a symbolic 
meaning for light, often seen as a symbol of life or 
hope. In many regions in Asia, festivals and celebra-
tions are often accompanied by lanterns. 

Memories 

I have a very fond memory of this lantern. I went to 
Istanbul with my family in the summer of 2016. We 
were told that we must visit the grand bazar, so that 
we can buy some locally made goods at a reason-
able price. That is where I purchased these lanterns. 
It’s the only thing I bought from our trip and reminds 
me a lot about Istanbul. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
A lot of shows, movies and literature that depicts an 
older time often hve many scenes with lanterns in 
them. A few that I can name at the top of my head 
would be Charles Dickens novels, a Korean tv show 
called “Kingdom” and a few others. 

Object 
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Object 

Desk Fountain

Origin and History
 

Fountains existed as early as 3000 bc in Mesopo-
tamia, they were also around in Athens and other 
ancient Greek cities in the 6th century BC. 

Dimensions

10 x 7 in

Cultural Connotation

Water, across many cultures, represents the source 
of life, eternity and nourishment. Which is why a 
fountain symbolizes a sacred opening, gap or tunnel 
that connects to eternity.

Memories 

In 2014 my family and I took a small trip to Dubai. 
We came across a store that had fountains of differ-
ent shapes and sizes. Sticking to whatever budget 
I had, also considering the size of my luggage, I 
managed to purchase this small desk fountain. This  
fountain really works well in calming me down. The 
sound of running water creates a sense of calm and 
peacefulness. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In the movie The great Gatsby they show a scene 
where the people dance around the fountain that is 
in the middle of Gatsby’s home.
People also believe that if you toss a coin in a foun-
tain, and make a wish, it’ll come true. 

Object 
no ° 2
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Object 

Mic music box

Origin and History
 

It was invented by Swiss watchmaker, Antonie Favre. 
Many music boxes originated from Switzerland. 
The original intention for the music box was to 
alert people of the time, to act as an alarm of sorts. 
Later, people wished to be able to listen to music 
whenever they want, so the music box was further 
produced for entertainment.

Dimensions

9 x 3 in

Cultural Connotation

In some cultures it is believed that if you dream 
about a music box then that means that you are 
feeling nostalgic, longing the security you had as a 
child. Some others believe that a music box in your 
dreams represents some romantic feelings.

Memories 

I lived in Riyadh for 3 years and I have managed to 
collect quite a lot of objects from there. My favor-
ite being the music boxes. These two in particular 
caught my eye because of the design. At first 
I couldn’t tell what they were exactly, but upon 
realizing I was even more delighted. They did cost a 
bit more than what I’d hoped for, but they are worth 
every penny. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The movie “Pirates of the Caribbean”, the antag-
onist Davy Jones has a locket that is also a music 
box. When open it plays a tune. That locket was a 
symbol of Davy Jones and Calypso’s love. Later on 
in the movie the same tune would play in the back 
to create the mood for the two. 

Object 
no ° 3
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Object 

Radio Music box

 

Origin and History
 

It was invented by Swiss watchmaker, Antonie Favre. 
Many music boxes originated from Switzerland. 
The original intention for the music box was to 
alert people of the time, to act as an alarm of sorts. 
Later, people wished to be able to listen to music 
whenever they want, so the music box was further 
produced for entertainment. 

Dimensions

5 x 7 in

Cultural Connotation

In some cultures it is believed that if you dream 
about a music box then that means that you are 
feeling nostalgic, longing the security you had as a 
child. Some others believe that a music box in your 
dreams represents some romantic feelings.

Memories 

Music boxes are one of my favorite things. There is 
something very whimsical about them. The small 
tunes are so delicate and calming to me. Ive been 
collecting many music boxes and these are some of 
my favorite ones. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In the movie “The conjuring” it starts off with the 
scene of a child who has a friend in their music box. 
The main character plays the music box and sees 
the face of a ghost in it.
Often times in horror movies the music box is sup-
posed to create a sense of eeriness, and make the 
viewer feel uneasy

Object 
no ° 4
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Object 

Canopic Jars

Origin and History
 

Originated in Egypt. They are used to store the 
organs of the mummies. So that they can retrieve 
them later on in the afterlife. The heads are of the 
different gods that take care of the organ. 

Dimensions

5 x 4 in

Cultural Connotation

In Egypt these canopic jars were originally intend-
ed to be used for when a person dies, their organs 
were to be placed in each individual jar.  Imsety, car-
ries and protects the liver. Qebehsenuf carries and 
protects the intestines. Hapy carries and protects 
the lungs. Duamatef carries and protects the stom-
ach. Funerary practice changed in the 21st century 
and the four canopic jars became a customary thing 
to be placed in funerals.

Memories 

In 2016, after our trip to turkey, we visited Egypt. We 
had been informed of a “store” that sells really inter-
esting items and it might be something we’d like to 
purchase. It felt like we had been walking for hours 
in a labyrinths of houses and stairs and doors and 
hallways. And that’s when we finally reached the 
store. It was a small antique store, filled to the brim 
with all sorts of Egyptian souvenirs. I spent most of 
my money in that one store. Of course, my favorite 
being these Canopic jars. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
I remember as a kid I used to watch “the Mummy” 
movies and in those films they introduce a lot of 
Egyptian culture and artifacts. I remember in one 
particular scene where they showed the canopic 
jars. so the jars make me feel very nostalgic
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DUAA 
KUNDI

I've always been more 
inclined towards things and 

objects that remind me of 
something, something either 

I've experienced  myself, 
or something I've read 

somewhere or have been told 
by someone else. It is those 

very objects that I've put 
togteher for this curation. 

Due to that very sentimental 
value and sense of nostalgia, 
the research I've conducted 

has a personal feel to it  and it 
is that very feeling that ties this 

collection of odds and ends 
together.   
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Object 

Zippo Cigarette Lighter (WWII era)
 

Origin and History
 
Friend X's Grandfather's.

George G. Blaisdell produced the first Zippo lighter 
in early 1933, being inspired by an Austrian cigarette 
lighter of similar design made by IMCO.

Dimensions
 
1.4 x 2.1 x 0.5 in

 

Cultural Connotation

In world war II, the Zippo company dropped all 
production for the masses to produce lighters solely 
for the U.S military, that the soldiers carried with 
them into battle. After the war ended, Zippo found 
itself embedded in American culture.

As rock and roll grew, when an audience approved 
of a performance, the lighters would come out. 
This move would go down in history as the “Zippo 
Moment.”

Memories 

The start of my lighter collection. Something ive 
always wanted. Reminiscent of My fathers golden 
Zippo with the Harley Davidson logo on it. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
A Zippo lighter has a key role in an episode of Alfred 
Hitchcock Presents (aired on January 3, 1960).
In the episode, a character bets that his Zippo 
lighter will light ten times in a row, or he will lose his 
little finger. 

In the television series Supernatural the protagonist 
brothers Sam and Dean often set fire to long-dead 
human remains, in order to end the existence of the 
ghost or other spirit formed from the soul of the 
previous inhabitant of the body.
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Object 

Mixtape  

Origin and History
 
The dashboard of my fathers car. 
Made in 1996.

The art of creating mixtapes began in the 1970s, 
when cassette recorders became available in the 
market, giving music fans the tools to mix and 
match songs from different albums, givng them the 
opertunity to create their own “album” (a kind of 
proto-playlist) on a handy, portable cassette.

Dimensions
 
4 x 2.5 x o.5 in

 

Cultural Connotation

In the 90’s, a lot of up and coming musicians and 
rappers, more often those of color, would make 
mixtapes of their music and demos and distribute 
them. Another aspect of culture associated with 
mixtapes is the fact that they were a means of 
telling someone that hey, icare about you and i 
spent 6+ hours making this mixtape for you. 

Memories 

Nostalgia - Family road trips, my childhood and 
summer mornings in the kitchen dancing in the 
sunlight on the dining table.  

 
Textual / Visual References

In Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher, which was 
also turned into a Netflix series, a 17-year-old girl, 
Hannah Baker, kills herself and leaves behind 13 
sides of cassette tape. Each side concerns the 
actions of one of her acquaintances; they are 
supposed to listen, then pass the tapes to the next 
person, in order to learn what they’ve done, and so 
that it never has to happen again.
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Object 

A Polaroid Picture 

Origin and History
 
A cold winter night, 10:00 PM on the 20th of 
January 2019, low light conditions and too many 
people. 

Scientist and inventor Edwin Land was on holiday 
when he decided to snap a photograph of his three-
year-old daughter. Land’s daughter asked why she 
couldn’t see the photo right away.
In 1948, the Polaroid Land Model 95 camera was 
born.

Dimensions
2.13 x 3.4 in

 

Cultural Connotation

Polaroids became a pop culture phenomenon in the 
1970s, they represent longing for real relationships 
and real objects, and not everything just being 
digital.

Memories 

The second picture I took with my polaroid camera 
on my nineteenth birthday. There were too many 
pople and very very little light.

You can't see the people in it, but I know who’s there 
and who cares. 

 
Textual / Visual References

In "Back to the Future" (1985), Marty McFly sees 
his image disappear from a Polaroid of him posing 
with his siblings. In "Memento" (2000), Leonard 
(played by Guy Pearce) loses his memory and tries 
to discover what he has forgotten by shooting 
numerous objects with a Polaroid camera. In 
"Hostage" (2005), cop Jeff Talley (played by Bruce 
Willis) receives Polaroids of family members, who 
have been kidnapped by nasty hostage takers.
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Object 

Rolex Daytona Chronometer Wristwatch  

Origin and History
 
Dada’s watch collection, c.2015.

Rolex is a Swiss luxury watch manufacturer based in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Originally founded as Wilsdorf 
and Davis by Hans Wilsdorf and Alfred Davis in 
London, England in 1905, the company registered 
Rolex as the brand name of its watches in 1908 and 
became Rolex Watch Co. Ltd.

Dimensions
 
5 in band size + 2 in watch face

 

Cultural Connotation

Over the years, the rolex watches have become 
symbols of elegance, prestige and the highest 
performance. Whether accidental or through 
corporate marketing strategy, Rolex has become 
synonymous with power and success. For centuries, 
the timepiece has been a symbol of status. 

Memories 

A broken wrist was avoided. The sentimental value 
increased. It still works, the cracks and dislodged 
pieces make it a symbol of craved resilience. 

 
Textual / Visual References

"... He had to make sure he wore it regularly so it 
didn’t wind down, but once he got used to this, he 
found that he had a great fondness for the watch. 
He enjoyed the weight and heft of it, the faint 
mechanical whir it made. He found himself checking 
the time more often than before, and each time he 
did, his father’s shadow passed, faintly, through his 
mind."
An excerpt from Colorles Tsukuru Tazaki and His 
Years of Pilgrimage By Haruki Murakami
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Object 

Aluminium Foil Lotus Flower Sculpture

Origin and History
 
Made by myself  in Foundation year, second 
semester, 3d studio II - SVAD BNU.

Dimensions
 
4 in diameter + 2.5 in height 

 

Cultural Connotation

A take on something beautiful and delicate, being 
so deadly – aluminum foil, steel wool, hot glue.
The Lotus Flower grows in the deep mud, far away 
from the sun. But, sooner or later, the Lotus reaches 
the light becoming the most beautiful flower ever. 
The Lotus flower is regarded in many different 
cultures, especially in eastern religions, as a symbol 
of purity, enlightenment, self-regeneration and 
rebirth.

Memories 

Forever in blue jeans by Neil Diamond playing 
while hammering 25 sheets of aluminium foil, 
overthinking hands and watchful eyes. 

 
Textual / Visual References

"All the heights of the high shores gleam
  Red and gold at the sunset hour:
There comes the spell of a magic dream,
  And the Harbour seems a lotus-flower;

A blue flower tinted at dawn with gold,
  A broad flower blazing with light at noon,
A flower forever with charms to hold
  His heart, who sees it by sun or moon.

Its beauty burns like a ceaseless fire,
  And tower looks over the top of tower;
For all mute things it would seem, aspire
  To catch a glimpse of the lotus-flower."

An excerpt from a poem titled 'The Lotus-Flower' by 
Roderic Quinn



HAMDA 
KHAN

I'm Hamda Khan. I'm a 3rd 
year VCD student from BNU. 
For this project I'm depicting 
5 different objects and their 

form, structure and entire 
history summed up briefly.

I chose these objects because 
they hold so much importance 

to me. I tried to do them 
justice by explaining their 

description in a very compact 
and beautiful way.
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OBJECT: 

Fuji Film - Instax Mini 8 (Instant Film Camera) 

Origin and History:
 
Enscheda, Netherlands. 

Instax mini 8 camera came out originally in 
November 2012.  Manufactured by a group called 
The Impossible Project, at the former Polaroid 
production plant in Enscheda, Netherlands. 

Dimensions:
3.39 x 2.13 inches

Cultural Connotation:
 
In today’s world we are used to instant pictures, 
instant viewing and instant Instagramming them. 
Fujifilm’s Instax Mini 8 is like an antithesis to the 
smartphone obsessed generation, but it is also a 
redox of the original instant photo, the Polaroid 
cameras.

Memories: 

I’ve some very wholesome memories connected 
with this polaroid camera. I asked my father to get 
me a polaroid camera 4 years when he went on 
vacation to the UK. Nobody in family and friends 
had this and I was excited to be the first one to own 
it. I didn't want it just for the ‘aesthetics’, instead I 
wanted to save memories of my dear people with 
me. Now i have a tiny album that's always with me 
and it has all the polaroid pictures with of different 
people, different places, different occasions. 

 
Textual / Visual References:
 
Polaroid cameras have been used throughout in 
history of film and television.  
Winona Ryder used it to take pictures in the movie 
Beetlejuice.  
 
A movie called Polaroid just came out last year and 
the story lines is based on a polaroid camera.



OBJECT: 

Kalimba 

Origin and History:
 
Africa

In the 1920's, Hugh Tracey came from England to 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) to help his older brother 
run a tobacco farm. He became fascinated by the 
local music culture. Kalimba was created based on 
the African mbira.

Dimensions:
8 x 5.5 x 1.5 inches
 

Cultural Connotation:
 
There are over 100 kinds of traditional African 
mbiras (now Kalimba), each with its own tuning, 
note layout, and name. And until about 50 years 
ago, almost nobody outside of Africa had ever built 
or played one. Archeologists have found mbira tines 
at sites over 1000 years ago. African slaves in Brazil 
were documented to have had kalimbas in the late 
1700’s, but the instrument had disappeared in South 
America by about 1900.

Memories: 

This kalimba holds so much importance to me 
because I have always wanted to learn and play a 
musical instrument but i was always shy? Now I can 
play this instrument really well and learned it on my 
own. I’ve absolute best memories connected with it.  

 
Textual / Visual References:
 
Many mid-century artworks in Africa included 
kalimba carvings and paintings on them. 

K
AL

IM
BA

object 
no ° 2



OBJECT 

Ring 

Origin and History:
 
Turkey. 

This ring I don’t know where it's originated from but 
a friend of mine gave it to me. I remember them 
telling me its from Turkey and they got it while being 
on vacation there. It wasn’t even a gift, both of us 
were just sitting once and I looked at their ring and 
they just made me wear it. 

Dimensions:
1 x 1 inches
 

Cultural Connotation:
 
In existence for over six thousand years, rings 
appear in almost every culture of the world. In 
addition to satisfying purely decorative needs, rings 
have served a multitude of purposes, both practical 
and symbolic.  
Carving on rings started to be a thing in Medieval 
era but became quite popular in early 14th Century

Memories: 

It serves my honest friendship with the person who 
gave it to me. I’m not a very big fan of accessories 
and jewelry but this ring is very close to my heart 
and only piece of jewelry I wear other than my 
piercing studs. 

Textual / Visual References:

A movie called The ring came out in 2002 and it has 
3 parts now with same name. Another movie called 
Rings released in 2017.
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OBJECT: 

Sunglasses 

Origin and History:
 
China. 

Even in prehistoric time Inuit peoples wore flattened 
walrus ivory glasses to block harmful reflected 
rays of the sun, the earliest historical reference to 
sunglasses dates back to ancient China and Rome. 
In 1913, Crookes lenses were introduced, made from 
glass containing cerium, which block ultraviolet 
light. In the early 1920s, the use of sunglasses 
started to become more widespread, especially 
among movie stars.

Dimensions:
7 x 8 inches

 

Cultural Connotation:
 
In ancient times, the differences between the 
glasses used by the emperors, the official family, 
the rich and the common people, reflected a 
completely different culture and connotation. In 
modern times, men and women use different kinds 
of mirrors in different social classes, embodying 
people's ideological and cultural connotations.

Memories: 

I’ve always been a fan of shades/ sun glasses. It’s a 
cool accessory and adds so much to your simple fits 
too. Back in the day a new online shop opened in 
town and they had all the shades I’ve always wanted 
but never could get from anywhere in Pakistan. 
To show support to this local artist and because 
of my love for shades, I ordered 2 pairs of them. It 
has been 5 years and every new day someone is 
borrowing it from. Yep it’s that chic. It holds great 
importance to me because it's the best pair of 
glasses in own and my only go to shades.  

 
Textual / Visual References:
 
Tinted shades have been worn by thousands of 
people around the world even Robert Downey Jr. SU
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OBJECT: 

Gucci Pocket Mirror

Origin and History:
 
Just as it is unclear when mirrors were first used, 
no one can exactly tell when pocket or compact 
mirrors were first crafted. Some records, however, 
show that pocket mirrors were already popular in 
the Parisian society during the Renaissance.  

Dimensions:
2.8 x 2.3 inches
 

Cultural Connotation:
 
Mirrors are an important machination in myths and 
legends. In terms of spiritual symbolism, mirrors 
reflect truth. In a psychological sense, mirrors 
symbolize the threshold between the conscious 
mind and the unconscious mind

Memories: 

I’ve some weird memories attached with this mirror. 
I got this as a complimentary gift from Gucci after 
doing some shopping there. It's so beautiful so I 
always displayed it on my side table but it's been 
good 3 years and it's just sitting like that? Are we 
supposed to ever use pocket mirrors or are they for 
decorations only? Something I could never answer.

 
Textual / Visual References:
 
As King Louis XIV became obsessed with mirrors 
with intricately designed frames.
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HIRA 
RAJA

I’m a memory hoarder. This 
means I collect memories like 
inanimate objects, clinging to 
them out of fear of forgetting 

my life. I'm also a huge fan 
of  vintage objects so the 

things that belonged to my 
grandmother were always  

passed down to me. 
 

So most of the objects I 
collected either  belonged 
to my grandmother or had 

childhood memories attached  
to it. 
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Object 

Kara/Kangan/Bangle.  

Origin and History
 
The first discovery kara is attributed to the 
Mohenjo-Daro [2600 B.C.] settlements some 5000 
years from now. 

Dimensions
 
1.5 x 2.1  in.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
In the beginning of the time when men begun 
to find resources to attract women. Kara's were 
made from shiny stones and river shells by rubbing 
against hard stone surfaces to give shapes and 
shine. More materials kept adding as it gave 
opportunity to explore and convert into suitable 
purpose.This was probably the closest reason that 
they became the symbol of ‘the complete woman’ 
or Saubhagya, having her man who offered bangles 
with beauty and quantity. These quests led to 
men explore beauty not just in humans but of the 
nature which stored so many varieties in colors and 
appearance. Apart from bangles there were more 
objects that added in offering. The necessity quickly 
become tradition and was followed in a manner of 
basic requirements. From the colors to the shapes 
it was reflection of the understanding of nature and 
harmonious relationship with it. Moreover, In Indian 
culture, bangles are symbolic of safety, marriage 
and luck for their husbands. Sudden breaking 
of bangle is considered as a sign of danger or 
unpleasant incident involving the husband. 

Memories 

These karras were gifted to me by my grandmother. 
She got them for herself when she went on her trip 
to India. I love the sound of those little ghungroo on 
these bangles. The sound of ghungroo or bangles 
clanking for me is forever my grandmother. My 
grandmother is not with us anymore but I’ll have 
these forever.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Ashwariya Rai in Umrao Jaan 
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Object 

Ghalla 

Origin and History
 
The origin of piggy banks dates back nearly 600 
years, in a time before real banks even existed. 
Dishes and pots were made of an economical 
orange-colored clay called pygg. Whenever folks 
could save an extra coin or two, they dropped it into 
one of their clay jars — a pygg pot. 
The first true piggy banks were made in Java as far 
back as the 14th century. 

Dimensions
 
23 x 7 x 8.6 in  

Cultural Connotation

There are a number of folk etymologies regarding 
the English language term "piggy bank," but in fact, 
there is no clear origin for the phrase, which dates 
only to the 1940s. It is believed that the popularity 
of the Western piggy banks originates in Germany, 
where pigs were revered as symbols of good 
fortune

Memories 

“A penny saved is a penny earned”. I have been told 
this since childhood. 
When I was young I often ended up losing my 
money. Piggy bank was a good way to even save the 
change which went wasted every time. 
I still remember my first piggy bank the happiness 
it brought me when I broke the pot and brought my 
favourite snacks.
I’ve used them my entire childhood and I use them 
even now and I think I’ve learnt how to save money 
because of these clay coin banks.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The Disney/Pixar animated franchise Toy Story 
feature a character named Hamm, a wisecracking, 
animated piggy bank voiced by John Ratzenberger.
The Price Is Right pricing game Any Number uses a 
piggy bank icon to represent the game's consolation 
prize, that amount in dollars and cents.
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Object 

Matha patti

Origin and History

Matha Patti, is a combination of two
different words which means “Forehead” (matha) 
and “Band” (Patti).
Matha-pattis originate from south India. However, 
this traditional hair ornament is very much in Vogue 
for all Asians in recent years - for everyone, not just 
brides. 

Dimensions
 
7 x 3 in.
 

Cultural Connotation

It is also a part of the temple jewellery worn during 
special dance performances like Bharatnatyam.
Dulhan Matha Tikka is necessary but it is said that it 
is a part of ornament
set which should be there on bride’s forehead. 
Without it the complete “sola shringar” won’t be 
done and it will be missed.

Memories 

I’ve grown up listening to Old Bollywood songs 
with my grandmother. The first time I saw matha 
patti was while watching “Tareef karoon kya uski”. 
In which Sharmila Tagore is wearing one and ever 
since that, I’ve always wanted to dress up like that 
and wear one. 
My dad got me this afghani matha patti when he 
went to Hunza in 2010 and I’ve had it with me since 
then and its one of my favourite jewelry piece.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Meena Kumari in Pakeezah (1952) She’s seen 
wearing a half Matha Pattti also known as the 
Pakeezah style matha patti.
Sharmila Tagore in Kashmir ki Kali (1964).
Filmstar Rani Umrao Jaan Ada (1972).



Object 

Ray-ban Aviator classic.
Green Classic G-15.

Origin and History
 
Ray-Ban is an American-founded Italian brand of 
luxury sunglasses and eyeglasses created in 1936 by 
the American company Bausch & Lomb.

Dimensions
 
5.5 x 2.2 in. 
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Ever since its invention, the Ray-Ban has been 
all about aspiration. From its original concept 
of sunglasses and through its many celebrity 
endorsements Ray-Ban has marketed itself as the 
brand that everyone wants to be seen in. Owning a 
pair of Ray-Bans should be the ultimate dream for 
every fashion-conscious individual who wants to 
look like their hero. 

Memories 

These Ray-bans belong to my uncle and have been 
passed down to me. These are the only possession 
or the memory that I have of him so they mean a lot 
to me.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Ray-Ban Aviator-Caravan in Taxi Driver (1976). 
Ray-Ban Predator in Men in Black (1997).
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Object

Sandukchi 

Origin and History
 
As long ago as 3,000 years ago the Egyptians 
created the first known chests, using wood or 
woven reeds. From the earliest days, humans 
have furnished their dwellings with the items they 
needed to survive and over the centuries the 
wooden chest, storage boxes and  trunks have 
become the most common piece of furniture 
found in the home. Wooden chests and trunks have 
became the most useful, and most versatile piece in 
furniture’s history.

Dimensions
 
6 x 2.5 x 2.5 in  
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Chests back in the day were used primarily as a 
storage unit rather than just a piece of furniture 
similar to those used today. The furniture chests 
today have evolved from one that has been 
designed to store items for practical use, to one 
that is used to hold family trinkets or toys for 
children or grandchildren. They have also been used 
for primarily as a decoration and a place that could 
serve as a seat.

Memories 

I remember being curious about the jewelry and 
coins my grandmother had kept In this box. I would 
open it and wear it whenever she was not around.  
I have kept this box safe with me after my 
grandmother passed away as it holds a sentimental 
value to me. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Ashwariya Rai from Umrao Jaan

SA
N

D
U

KC
H

I

object 
no ° 5



KHADIJA 
AHMED

While searching for objects, 
I tried to keep an eye out for 

anything that was unique 
about the objects I was 

inclined to choose, and it was 
only after I looked back on 

them that I noticed a peculiar 
similarity between them all.

 
Each object was somehow 

connected to my mother and 
the history of my mother. This 

sentimentality and exquisite 
beauty could not be found 

within any other connection. 
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Object 

Kiln Cottage by Lilliput Lane

Origin and History
 
Workington, England, 1982 

Lilliput Lane, founded by David Tate was a company 
known for it's extensive range of realistic handmade 
miniature models of real English and Welsh cottages 
and scenes. The miniature cottages were originally 
carved in wax, and the original cottage was cast in 
Amorphite.

Dimensions

2.5 x 1.7 x 2.5 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Buildings ranging from historical importance to 
homes of the famous people, all have been included 
in the product range. These miniature cottages 
evoke a sense of nostalgia for the bygone times, 
hence the reason why people collect them. 

Memories 

My mother has always loved collecting miniature 
things. When my grandmother traveled to England 
for the first time, she brought a lot of miniature 
cottages for her daughters. I’ve been observing this 
small yet highly intricate miniature piece since I was 
a kid. It’s because of my mother that I’ve started 
appreciating the little things. The kiln cottage has 
now found it's way onto my shelf.     

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Cottage of the seven dwarfs in 'Snow White'. 
 
Bilbo Baggins precious cottage in 'Hobbit'. 

Miss Honey's cottage in the movie 'Matilda'. 
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Object 

Blue Pottery Milk Pot

Origin and History
 
From a stall at Daachi Crafts Foundation.  

Blue pottery technique was developed by Mongol 
artisans who combined Chinese glazing technology 
with Persian decorative arts. Widely used in the 14th 
century. Blue glazes were first developed by ancient 
Mesopotamians to imitate lapis lazuli.

Dimensions

4 x 2.6 x 0.9 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Blue pottery enjoyed patronage of the royalty 
and was used as utensils, decorative tiles and 
architecture. It's considered a renowned traditional 
craft of Multan. Many of the patterns are vintage. 
Blue pottery has been a proud symbol of incredible 
work of artistry. 

Memories 

Setting up new traditions has been something that 
my mother and I are really good at. When I was in 
my O-levels, I experienced Daachi exhibition for the 
first time. I really admired the work that the artisans 
had displayed. We came across a stall that had 
displayed blue pottery. My mother and I, we both 
have an eye for small objects so we got this milk pot 
together. Another addition to our collection of small 
objects. It’s an aesthetic possession and we love it. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The animated movie 'Ferdinand' has a scene where 
Ferdinand the Bull is stuck inside a China shop 
surrounded by blue pottery.  
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Object 

South African Wall Hanging 

Origin and History
 
From South Africa, made in late 1990s. 

Simple drying and curing techniques were 
developed by the Egyptians and Hebrews in 
400bce. Fresh skins of animals were dried in the 
sun softened by pounding in animal fats and brains 
and preserved by salting and smoking.

Dimensions

8 x 3.5 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Reading about African art history, one would come 
to know that abstract spiritual representations as 
well as animals, are closely linked to specific cults. 
Some African Art has ideological significance; some 
is instrumental in a ritual context. African artifacts 
are made with the intention of possessing aesthetic 
value.

Memories 

My uncle got this for us as a house warming present 
from South Africa as we had just recently shifted 
in 2005. Since my mother is an artist he knew for a 
fact that she would definitely appreciate handmade 
stuff. I can distinctively recall that in my early 
childhood, I abstained from touching this wall piece 
since it’s made from real animal skin, but for some 
reason, whenever I passed by it, I used to smell the 
leather.    

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Wall hanging in the cartoon 'Flinstones'.

In the tv show Ertugrul, characters are seen wearing 
animal skin and also using the skin as rugs and even 
tapestries. 
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Object 

My mother's rendition of a Dreamcatcher.  

Origin and History

This wall hanging is made by my mother, inspired 
by Dreamcatchers. Dreamcatchers can be traced 
back to the Ojibwes. The Ojibwe people started 
the phenomenon and over time, dream catchers 
became adopted by other tribes, cultures and even 
Nations.

Dimensions

9 x 0.92 x 8 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Dream catchers are considered as a symbol of 
oneness among numerous indigenous cultures and 
regions. Native American cultures believe that both 
good and bad dreams fill the air at night so they 
use dreamcatchers to protect themselves from 
nightmares.

Memories 

Dream catchers have always somewhat fascinated 
me. I don’t believe in its symbolism though. During 
the 6-month long quarantine, my mother got in 
to weaving and making the loom herself. I took 
this as an opportunity to ask her to make me a 
dream catcher. She made it in her own unique and 
beautiful way.   

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In the movie Twilight, Jacob gifted Bella a dream 
catcher. During several scenes in the movie you can 
see the dream catcher hanging from the headboard 
on Bella's bed.

There's a movie called 'Dreamcatcher' based on 
Stephen King's novel. 
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Object 

'The Tale of Peter Rabbit' Picnic Basket

Origin and History
 
The Tale of Peter Rabbit was written in 1893 and 
was first printed in 1902. Peter Rabbit was the first 
character to be fully merchandised and the Picnic 
set was made in Germany. 

Dimensions

4 x 2.3 x 6.5 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Reading 'The Tale of Peter Rabbit' at bedtime has 
been a tradition of many families for many years.
The picnic was considered a way of socialising. 
Culturally and aesthetically, the picnic represented 
the passage from one world to another. It was a 
cultural fad in the countryside, and since Peter 
Rabbit was set in the countryside, making a picnic 
basket was relevant so that people can relive the 
memories. 

Memories 

Peter Rabbit has been my mother’s favorite book 
since childhood. I remember going through her 
Peter Rabbit’ postcards. Recently, my siblings and 
I ordered a very famous Peter Rabbit picnic basket 
which has all the cutlery needed for a cute mini tea 
party. They are not to be played with, but only to be 
appreciated.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In the animated movie 'Up', Carl and Ellie are shown 
lying together on the ground with a picnic basket on 
thier side. 

The movie 'Yogi Bear' is all about the  love for picnic 
and picnic baskets.  
 

BA
SK

ET

object 
no ° 5



MAIRA 
SHAHID

For this assignment i picked 
these paticular objects 

becuase i have a strong 
association/memory with each 

of them. Some ive kept for 
more than 10-12 years.

I never really thougth that 
these objects would be 

anything special to me but 
looking at them through an 

artistic perspective helped me 
learn more about each of them 

and also helped me realise 
how we see through the simple 

everyday objects not even 
realising the history, memories 

and significance they hold.      
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Object 

Hourglass 

Origin and History
 
8th centuray AD, invented by french monk, 
Liutprand
2 globes of glass known as ampules are connected 
by the throat  and uniform grains of sand flow from 
the upper globe to the lower globe.
By the 14th centuary they were commonly used in 
italy aand western europe.
They were used for ascertaining the speed of the 
ship beacuse it did not depend on other factors 
neither was disturbed by any.

Dimensions:
3.15 x 3.15 x 4.6 in

    
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Hour glass is a symbol for waiting now a days and 
time passing/running out. It is used on many social 
media platforms one of which is snapchat. 
Snapchat uses this symbol to inform the user to 
send a "streak" to the other person before the time 
runs out. 
 

Memories 

I remember from a very young age I was interested 
in the idea of hour glass and how time is measured 
through sand particles and we can practically see 
time passing. This hour glass was my first purchase  
from my saving, I got it from haroons and it has 
been with me since grade 5 making it almost 10-12 
years old.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
"Like sand through the hourglass, so are the days of 
our lives" - Macdonald Carey. 
 
Aladdin, 1992. Theres a scene in Aladdin where Jafar 
traps Jasmine in an hour glass and says "your time 
is up, princess" and then Aladdin fighst with Jafar to 
save Jasmine before she drowns in the sand. 
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Object 

Meem candle - Candle 

Origin and History 

Before candles people used oil lamps which had a 
container to hold a wick and the liquid oil. Romans 
first started makin candles aroud 500 bc. Soy wax 
is a recent invention when in 1991 Michael Richards 
looking for a cheaper alternative to beewax. Meem 
candles are made up of soy wax which is derived 
from soy beans and is all natural. It is natural, 
renewable and biodegradable. Meem canlde started 
its bussiness back in 2018 by making hand poured 
scented candles. 

Dimesnions:
6 oz
diameter x height
2.8 x 1.7 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Candles serve as a symbol of celebvration, romace, 
sooth the sense, honor a ceremony, accent the 
homes, lit in times of death, signify light in the next 
world. They also known to purifiy and cleans the 
soul and illuminate the soirit of truth. candles 
symbolize light in the darkness

Memories 

Recently after my brothers wedding took place in 
corona in april, my sister in law and i had been 
finding scented candles for a very long time. We 
tried and tested many candles from different places 
and companies but none of them had a scent. 
Meem candles were gifted to my sister in law from 
her mother on her birthday and have been our 
favourite go to candles ever since.

Textual / Visual References
 
"The beauty of light owes its existence to the dark" 
-Brene Brown
 
16 wishes, 2010. In this movie the main character, 
Abby, gets 16 wishes for her 16th birthday, she gets 
magic candles that whenever she blows one her 
wish comes true.
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Object 

FlashLight 

Origin and History
 
Dry batteries were invented in the end of the 19th 
century in 1896. Its electrolyte was a paste instead 
of a previously tested liquid electrolyte battery. 
Because of that, it could work in any position and it 
would not break or spill that easily. It was a perfect 
power source for a portable light source.

Dimesnions:
diameter x height
0.88 x 3.6 in

 

Cultural Connotation
 
The torch is a significance to englightment and 
hope.  

Memories 

Im very paranoid about the dark, I like to be 
prepared always and an essential you'll find with 
me at all times would be a flash light. I carry a small 
flash light everywhere i go. I like to have flashlights  
in ever possible corner of my room. This is one from 
my collection of many.
 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Lights out, 2016- This movie is about a woman who 
has a disease which makes her skin sensitive to 
light. During an operation performed by the doctors 
the woman burns to ashes as her skin cant tolerate 
the operation theatre lights. Later she haunts 
people in the dark and since she coulnt be in light in 
her life she lives in the dark and the only way to be 
safe is to be in the light. A scene in the movie shows 
characters holding multiple flashlights to save 
themselves from the dark.
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Object 

Stuffed Toy- Teddy Bear

Origin and History

The first true strtuff toy was created in roman 
times with scraps of fabric and filled with straw for 
poor children. The first modern stuff toy was a felt 
elephant that was sold as a pincushiom created in 
1880. This paticular bear was made in 2006 in dubai 
at 'Build A Bear'

Dimesnions:
5.9 x 3.54 x 16

 

Cultural Connotation
 
Stuffed toys are used as a gift, on occasios of illness, 
valentines, birthdays, christmas, imginative play. 
They are comfort objects. 

Memories 
 
This was a stuffed animal I got from dubai when i 
was 7 years old, I remember the joy of creating this 
bear myself and shopping for outfits. I even put in 
a recorded message in it that went off when you 
pressed on the stomach. Ive had it ever since and 
have truly cherished it.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
TED, 2012. This movie is about a young boy who 
prays one night that his stuffed bear could reallly 
talk to him. The next day the bear comes to life and 
they have been friends ever since and they grow 
uptogether and get a job and settle in their own 
lives. 
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Object 

Coffee Mug 

Origin and History
 
The first ever mug was found in neolithic stone age 
and dated back to 10000 BCE in china and was 
made of bones. Porcelain was invented around 600 
BCE. It made mugs easier to be made and 
porcelain is still being used widely today.
 

Dimesnions:
diameter x height
3.54 x 4.6 in

 

Cultural Connotation
 
Most people start their morning with a cup/mug 
of tea and coffee and it is a common practice to 
consume tea or coffee throughout the day several 
times.
 

Memories 

I love to drink tea and im very paticular about my 
tea.I preffer a mug than a cup. My friends know 
about my deep rooted love for chai anD so on my 
19th birthday my friend gifted me this mug in a 
beautiful blue colour which happened to be my 
favourite colour at the time.
 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In the series "My Hero Academia" the character 
gentle criminal before comminting any crime he 
drinks his tea. He also has many variety of special 
teas.
In the series 'Gilmore girls', the mother and daugh-
ter had a tradition to drink coffee all the time. 



I have always been interested 
in things and objects that 

connects to history and have 
nostalgic memories. 

I feel that all these objects 
are exploring and have great 

historcal value. They 
represent culture and antiques 

with mordern craftsmenship. 
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Object 

Magnifying Glass 

Origin and History

Dr Gadget is an animated series that shows adventure 
and power of a police inspector. It portrays a well 
witted and clumsy person with various bionic gadgets 
built into his body. It was inspired by a comic series.
He is shown as powerful, lovable and loyal to his career 
as lawman. It was released in 1983 with artistic and 
futuristic approach. The two seasons ran on TV from 
1983 to 1986. 

 

Dimensions:

4.3" x 0.5" inches

Cultural Connotation

Dr Gadget is a media franchise with DIC entertainment. 
it is animated seried that shows a human with multiple 
bionic gadgets built into his body. 

The theme song of the series has a classical tune with 
more than 3000 crime fighting scenes.
 
The technology was depicted in this series of mobile 
phone, world wide web, mac book and cell phone 
almost three decades ago.

Memories 

My inspiration and love for inspector gadget animated 
series has made me interested in magnified glass and 
technological equipment. It is easy to use and helps in 
showing details. 

I have watched the series almost five years ago and 
since then it has become my favourite. The animation is 
advanced with historical music tone at the background. 

It can be used in the labs and for research purpose. 
The color is black with glass attached inside which is 
concave for zoomed images. 
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Object 

Miniature Camle Figurine

Origin and History

Camel is known as ship of desert in UAE due its 
usefulness. It was the source of transport, milk and 
food during ancient times. Camels are also con-
sidered as a an element of pride in UAE due to its 
heritage and culture. Camel racing is one of the 
most ancient games that is enjoyed by the locals as 
well as the king of arab countries. 

Dimensions:
2.5" x 0.75"

 

Cultural Connotation

This is miniature figurine with detailed work. Figu-
rines represent racial and ethnic importance.
It reflects the metallic art with the use of jewel to 
show the essence and true Arab culture. This camel 
is a figurine made with clay, porcelain and metal.

Memories
 
Dubai has beautiful culture and colorful life which 
includes desert, camels, buildings and clubs.  Last 
year i went there to visit my parents and i spotted 
this on airport duty free shops. It was very cultural 
and i bought it with other soveniers. It has magnet 
on top with colorful and beutifully carved design at 
hump. 
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Object 

Monkey sulpture 

Origin and History
 
The monkey king known as Sun Wukong is a chinese 
legendary chinese figure. In china the mokey king 
acquire great power and strength. The inspiration 
comes from white mokey legends and during Han 
dynasty mokey king figures were everyahere in Chi-
na. People in china were worshipping mokey gods 
and people believed that mokey king was born from 
magic stone on mountains of flowers and fruits.

Dimensions:
 
H 2.5"  W 2" B 2.5"

 

Cultural Connotation

Monkey is adorned and admire in chinese culture 
and regard it as a lucky sign. Since ancient times 
handicraft depicts mokey and during Tang dynasty 
small glazed monkey was made in pottery with tri 
color. They are made in mould since holistic period 
and bronze during Roman Empire.
Some of them has religious importance and kept in 
temples for worshiping.
China has been the oldest of making figurines 
which were initially white and later glazed in colors 
for realistic approach.
 

Memories
 
It is made up of ceramics and has memories of my 
friend from China. He presented me with other chi-
nese soveniers and i loved the colors, smoothness 
and texture of this art piece.
It is composed of ceramic combined with metal. It 
has detail work on it. It is light weight and smooth on 
the outer surface.
It was first used for sugar sculptures which were 
mainly used for decoration purposes. 
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Object: 

Elephant Miniature

Origin and History:

Indian elephants show their power and royalty in 
culture. Elephants are first represented in cave art 
after stone age and it was consider as a symbol of 
power and royalty during ancient times.
They feed mainly on grass and large trees barks and 
roots of trees. They consume cultivated crops like 
banana, rice and sugarcane.
They weigh between 2000- 5000 kg and their skin 
color is lighter.
Female elephants are usually smaller in size than 
male elephants. 

Dimensions:
 
H 2"  W 1" B 2.5"

 

Cultural Connotation:
 
For centuries, the traditional and royal symbol of 
India is elephant It is considered as their lord Gane-
sha in their mythological and cultural beliefs. People 
of India worship elephants, use them in religious 
cerempnies and rituals in temples. The festivals are 
extravangant with colorful dresses, sparkilng fire-
works, dance performances and elephants adorned 
with jewel. They are considered sacred and symbol-
ize royalty and a symbol of goodness.  

Memories: 

Elephant holds an importance in art and culture 
and while looking at this in my drawing room made 
me interesting to know its facts and origination. 
My grandmother bought it during her visit in 1985. 
It was considered as the symbol of excellence and 
jewel stones are the part of indian culture and col-
orful history. 
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Object 

Pocket Brooch 

Origin and History

France has a s tradition of lapel pin or 
brooch worn on clothing. During 1960s and 
1970s the badges and pins were worn by 
cummunist parties to show their power.
the brooch with the bouqet flower bacme 
fashionable during seventeenth century by 
both men and women.

Dimensions:

1.75" x 1.5"

Cultural Connotation

The design of this brooch is inspired by baroque 
jewellery with beautiful composition and large 
amount of empty space. The detailing of the vcut-
ting of stones and assymetrical design. The basis of 
the jewellery was made of flowing lines, plastic and 
chromatic effect and artistic design.

Memories 

This brooch belongs to my eloder sister and bought 
from Paris in 2013 from a shop full of ancient jewel. 
Most of the pieces she bought were elaborated 
in design, has ornate hooks and oppenings with 
decorative beads.  It is beautifully crafted with the 
amalgamation of ivory, ceramic, plastic, stones and 
silver. The design has chromatic accent colors and 
has a smooth appeal to it. 
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MARYAM 
TANVEER

My name is Maryam Tanveer 
and I’m a design and animation 

fanatic. In this project I’ve 
learned to explain the story of 
mundane objects and through 
it, raised their value by adding 

another layer of meaning. 
The objects I’ve picked for 

this project are all based on 
the concept of bought and 

received. These are objects I’ve 
either been gifted or bought 

for the sake of supporting 
someone. All five are very 
cherished and meaningful 

pieces with stories attached 
to them. This assignment has 
made me unravel the banality 

of everyday.

°1

°2

°3

°4

°5
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Object 

12 Page Mini Skecthbook. 

Origin and History
 
It is a handmade A6 sketchbook by Qirat Abbas, a 
visual artist and jewellery enthusiast. She made it on 
the 23rd of September 2020 when I ordered it from 
her online shop, Kaaghazii on Instagram. The cover 
is black chart paper and inside are off-white papers. 
She cut A4 papers into the required size and then 
stapled the book together.
 

Dimensions

Height 5 x
Width 4 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Sketchbooks such as this one is popular in the DIY 
community. There are over thousands of tutorial 
videos on YouTube alone. This stems from the need 
of having a personalized and unique experience 
of a journal. Many artists starting out make their 
sketchbooks with their preferred paper and sizes, I 
know I stitched my first sketchbook by following a 
tutorial. The appeal is in the fact that it's simple, fast 
and creative. 

Memories 

My friend started a business of selling custom 
handmade sketchbooks and in order to support 
her, I purchased one. The one I purchased was a 
A5 sketchbook with painted cover, she also gave 
me a smaller sketchbook on the house. I had not 
expected this one and it felt like a mini gift. I’ve kept 
it with me but haven't drawn on it for the fear of 
ruining it with mediocre art. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
It is plain black cover slim book, reminiscent of a 
private diary or secret journal. Visual reference 
of such a book would be diary of a wimpy kid’s 
notebook or the sketchbook from the garden of 
words. A plain black notebook also is a clear visual 
que for Light's death note.
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Object
 
Long Necklace 

Origin and History
 
The making of this one is an interesting enigma. 
The friend who gifted me this necklace does not 
recall where she ordered it from. Is it from a shop 
on Facebook or from jewelsbynoor on Instagram? 
One thing is for sure though, it is bought online from 
a small business. The engravings on the necklace 
suggest it’s from Kate Spade New York.
 

Dimensions

Height 35 x
Width 0.5 in

Cultural Connotation
 
A necklace is one of the earliest adornments worn 
by human beings, in many other forms of Neckware. 
Whether for ceremonial or embellishment purposes. 
It signifies wealth, power, status and beauty. In 
modern times it may simply be an accessory with 
no more purpose than fashion or a personal object 
with meaning and history attached to it. 

Memories 

I got this necklace a few days following my 20th 
birthday from a friend. It was longer than all my 
other jewellery so I was sceptical at first. However, I 
adored the design and decided to wear it. Good for 
me because it is a perfect accessory for my style. It 
has easily become one of my favourites and I wear it 
whenever I can.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The stars and hearts design remind me of visuals 
of JJBA character designs. They have many 
other connotations; it is very fairy themed, galaxy 
aesthetic and a pinch of pastel Jewlery. The 
necklace from titanic comes to mind, as do many 
other heart shaped Neckware do. The sun, moon 
and stars are another popular trend in accessories.
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Object 

Naruto Manga 

Origin and History
 
Naruto manga was serialized in Shueisha's 
magazine 1999 to 2014, Japan. English magazine 
is Weekly Shounen Jump, which a genre for action 
and adventure stories. It is drawn and written by 
the creator of Naruto, Misashi Kishimoto. However, 
I bought this manga in English translation from 
readings in 2014, over a decade later it’s release.
 

Dimensions

Height 13.9 x
Width 9.8 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Manga is a vast phenomenon in Japan, compared 
to the western comics like DC and Marvel. It 
popularized serial comics in Asia and now Korea and 
China have their own version of said books, Manhwa 
and Manhua respectively. Western fans have also 
boosted the sales and appeal of drawn comics such 
as Mangas by the increase in demand for English 
translation and formation of online comic reading/
making websites such as Webtoons and Tapas.

Memories 

I bought this manga from readings sometime in 
the winter of 2014. During those days visits to the 
library were a common occurrence in my life. I had 
developed a passion for reading and for art. I grew 
up watching Japanese anime and manga. Finally, 
having purchased some manga, I started a bit of 
a collection in my home. I had read this particular 
volume online already and seen it animated as well.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The anime Bakuman is a story of a manga artist (a 
mangaka), releasing his first few manga series. The 
anime painstaking describes the entire process 
from ideation to end result in markets. Another 
anime that follows a student artist releasing a 
manga series is Gekken Shoujo Nozaki-kun. Both 
animes perfectly capture the production stages 
of making mangas and their impact in visual 
storytelling.
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Object 

Earrings

Origin and History
 
“Elizabeth is at parties” are a pair of cherry earrings 
purely handmade and assembled by Talha Ilyas, a 
fashion designer and visual artist. I bought these 
from @thishouseofluciferpk on the Instagram 
account, around the end of 2019. Made with 
polymer clay of greens and reds and wires, baked 
and when cold dipped in varnish. The process took 
24 to 48 hours to dry.
 

Dimensions

Height 2.5 x
Width 0.5 in

Cultural Connotation
 
Earrings are piercings on multiple areas of the 
earlobe and they are one of the oldest pieces of 
body modification of human beings. They are found 
in areas from ancient India to the Egyptian to the 
Greeks. They are in tradition as seen in Ainu men 
and women of ancient Japan and they are also for 
adornment purposes. 

Memories 

My friend started his online business and I was 
ecstatic to learn of his first product, the earrings. 
I prefer wearing light and long earrings inspired 
from Korean idol fashion but these were quite 
heavy. I bought them to support my friend but had 
a difficult time matching them with any clothes 
because I don’t own many red dresses. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Lana Del Rey wore cherry earrings which I believe 
were a big factor to the creation of these earrings 
because the artist is a Lana fan. Another interesting 
connection is to Kakyoin Noriaki from JJBA who 
wore similar cherry earrings and they are now 
recognized as a central part of his character design.
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Kimono Belt 

Origin and History
 
This belt came along with the cardigan of a similar 
design and pattern. It is bought from the Instagram 
account nefarious_stickers, which is an online 
sticker shop based in Karachi. This cardigan came 
in two colours, black and orange. The belt is from 
the orange one. The material of the fabric is cotton 
and polyester mix, which gives the feel of silk and 
cotton.
 

Dimensions

Height 65 x
Width 1.5 in

Cultural Connotation
 
This cardigan and many alike are inspired from the 
traditional style of Japanese kimono and yukatas. 
The belt further implies the style of Japanese knot 
tying methods but it is far more evident from the 
print itself. Japanese mythical creatures and text 
in kanji are designed on the belt and cardigan 
mimicking kimono fashion designs. 

Memories 

I followed this account for Star Wars stickers and 
was surprised to see Kimono inspired fashion. I 
wanted this piece but had no money to afford it. My 
sister bought it for me on my 20th birthday and I 
think I had been expecting to get it from her based 
on my insistent whining. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
This style of clothing that is a spectacle of 
some real-world culture reminds me of the 
“hajimemashite fellow nihonjin” meme. The meme 
captures the essence of pretending to be cool as 
an otaku. The Weaboo culture is strongly filled with 
such clothing and objects, and this is common in 
the western fans of Japanese culture.
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I usually always spend my time 
either playing video games 

or watching a TV series / 
anime. I’m not one who gets 

to be with the people they 
want to be with, thanks to 

either my possessive parents 
or my life being dragged into 

unnecessary family issues, but 
the objects showcased here 
mostly consist of cherished 

memories with the people who 
I love and appreciate the most. 

You could call this section a 
tribute to all my friends and 

amazing people who have 
been and currently are with me 

when I need them the most. 
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°4
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Dualshock 4 - Wireless Controller

Origin and History
 
Tokyo, Japan, Nov 2013 

From a PS4, built by Sony, got it from a game 
store in Liberty Market. Their manufacturing is 
all done in Mainland China, though ever since 
the first PlayStation was released, they were all 
manufactured in Tokyo, Japan
 

Dimensions

6.4 x 2.0 x 3.9 in

Cultural Connotation
 
All plastic, avid gamers love it for its ergonomics, 
quality and compatibility. It consists of 16 buttons, 2 
analog sticks and 2 levers, allowing for a variety of 
controls. It is often hated by old people and parents, 
who very seriously believe that video games cause 
violence and is a waste of time, plus most people 
unfamiliar with it end up getting extremely confused 
just looking at it.

Memories 

I remember raging a lot in many difficult, hardcore 
games, mainly because I used to have a tendancy 
to start a game in its highest difficulty just so i 
can feel good about myself being a "pro gamer". I 
beat a lot of games with this controller, and have 
played an unfathomable number of games with my 
friends, even. All I have are good memories with this 
controller. I own 5 of these currently. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Many websites, like Apple, in particular, feature the 
Dualshock 4 controller to advertise their devices' 
compatability with the controller, stating that it will 
work the way it should. Many modern movies and 
TV shows also showcase the Dualshock 4 along 
with the PS4, as people nowadays are into gaming 
as a hobby, even in fictional narratives; it is a way 
to represent a peronality trait of any particular 
character in the media product, maybe?
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Casio fx-82 ES - Scientific Calculator 

Origin and History
 
Tokyo, Japan, 2004 

Casio has been the most common manufacturer 
of calculators since 1995, and thorughout people's 
school days, it was always preferred over other 
calculator brands. This was purchased from a local 
bookstore in Main Market, Lahore.
 

Dimensions

6.3 x 3.2 in

Cultural Connotation
 
All plastic, this was super popular; it was cheap, was 
high quality and worked like a charm. This was the 
first ever calculator with a features Casio calls the 
"Textbook Display". This feature was the only reason 
why many bought the calculator

People even stole these from other students (they 
stole these from me, too, though I never could 
find who stole them). This thing saved so many 
students from Maths and Physics in their school and 
highschool days.

Memories 

I have had an insanely stressful time during my 
school days when I picked Maths and Physics as 
my majors in A Levels. I didn't want to do Business 
Studies, so I went with sciences that time. In our O 
Levels, we were told to buy a scientific calculator for 
our Maths and Physics courses. This model was not 
my first calculator, but later when I got my hands on 
it, I instantly considered this to be a favourite (HA. 
Nerd!). This helped me in a lot of Maths and Physics 
problems, and I still appreciate having it with me 
today. And it still works! 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Casio just recently started advertising in our 
local market by taking positive local reviews and 
showcasing them on their website. I don't believe 
they were ever advertized in Pakistan.
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JBL Tune 500BT - Bluetooth Headphones 

Origin and History
 
California, USA, Oct 2018 

James Bullough Lansing (JBL) has been known by 
many to be a popular brand in sound design and 
communication, and it is widely preferred by Indian 
celebrities, namely A.R. Rehman (what a legend).
 

Dimensions

9.3 x 8.3 x 2.1 in

Cultural Connotation
 
People around the world actually really like the 
product; it has an average rating of over 4.0. Even 
my own friends have tried them and they love 
them. Of course, parents don't like it when their 
children keep them on all the time, especially when 
they're saying something and only then they realize 
you're wearing them, not listening to a single word 
they've been saying to you. Music producers and 
enthusiasts will always have one set of headphones 
with them, and such kinds of headphones are 
preferred, one main reason is because they allow for 
wireless connectivity, and secondly they are proper 
headphones, not like regular earbuds that people 
find uncomfortable

Memories 

My Step Dad went to Dubai for a week (to attend 
a Salman Khan concert, jeez), and on his way back 
he got these for me. At that time, I was never really 
fond of such accessories because I always thought 
they were unnecessary, and I preferred not to have 
them on me because I never really liked them on 
me, plus I believed it was going to turn into a big 
"flex" in front of people. But I appreciated it and kept 
them, and I use them quite often nowadays 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Every casual and gamer person in any video game 
or TV show is shown to be wearing headphones. 
Jimmy from Grand Theft Auto V uses headphones 
everytime he has a "gaming session" with his 
friends, or even with random people on the internet.



D
IA

RY

Object 
no ° 4

Object 

Remtem Pocket Diary 

Origin and History
 
Lahore, Pakistan, 2018 

Remtem is a local start up, headquartered in 
Gulberg. Remtem had a stall open in a Faiz Fest in 
Al Hamra Arts Council, and they claim to produce 
notebooks, diaries, keychains and other accessories 
by recycled products.
 

Dimensions

3.5 x 2.5 in, 20 pages

Cultural Connotation
 
Writing in diaries is not such a common feat 
of people around here, but it is usually always 
recommended to write anything at all by many 
people. People actually prefer that you write info 
and even feeling instead of typing, it helps with 
memorizing and referring. Recyclable materials 
have often been discarded by many, being treated 
like products of watse and maybe even useless by 
many. The added feat of the diary being made up 
of recyclable materials is another Unique Selling 
Point of all of Remtem's products, as now eco-
friendly audiences and customers can consider the 
purchase of such products stress-free. 

Memories 

A friend here in my university gave this to me as 
a birthday gift. She initally bought it for herself at 
the Faiz Fest, but when my birthday arrived, she 
gave this diary to me. I began writing a lot in it and 
treated it mostly as a journal / notebook. Although it 
has been filled with my writings ever since summer 
2019, I still keep and unfathomably cherish the diary.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The film "Dear Dumb Diary" involves a girl, Jamie 
Kellie, who writes about her days, feelings and 
interactions with her school fellows everytime she 
comes home from school. Of course, it is treated as 
a confidential diary; no one is allowed to go through 
her diary, and she writes to her diary as if the diary 
is another person listening to what Jamie has to say.
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Fabric Wallet 

Origin and History
 
Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan, 2019 

Artisans from the northern areas often create 
textiles and fabrics, and even incorporate these 
materials into everyday objects, like wallets, bags, 
earings, rings etc. and they are most common in 
rural areas of Pakistan. This wallet was purchased 
and (probably) handmade in the Gilgit-Baltistan 
region of Pakistan.
 

Dimensions

2.8 x 3.9 in

Cultural Connotation
 
The use of fabric and textiles in rural areas is 
extremely common and the aesthetic is very well 
preferred by many modern artisans of Pakistan. 
Textile products manufactured here in such a 
huge volume that they are even exported to other 
countries. Pakistani textile prodcuts are loved by 
all aroud the globe. William Morris was one textile 
designer in the past who focused entirely on 
ornamentation of art and design, and his designs 
were considered to be an ingenious leap, referred 
by all.

Memories 

Two of my best friends visited the northern areas in 
their summer break in 2019. They bought this wallet 
for themselves initially but when my birthday came 
along, I was given this wallet as a gift. It meant a lot 
to me, coming from the people who I appreciate 
and cherish the most. The moment I was given this 
wallet, I immediately replaced my old wallet with 
this one, and am currently using it now. My other 
close friends often joke about this wallet being not 
for men, but I keep this wallet really close regardless 
of what people say.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Gintama, an anime, has many references to wallet 
and money-safekeeping. For example, in episode 
139, a kid pickpockets the protagonist, Gintoki, who 
in turn steals the kids wallet. It is a gag comedy 
scene, explaining poverty at the same time
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This  publising book  is 
designed based on  ninety nine 

objects and one narrative.I 
have designed five spreads 
with these objects and  use 

these viscual representation  
through these methods and 

collecticed data about them.    



Object

Pocket Diary

Origin and History
 
Diary was arose in 17th centuary though this was through the 
use of journals rather than a printed diary we would recognise 
today.It has always being used for writing [personal stuff.
 

Cultural Connotation

Early diaries were usually kept by men and women of high status, 
usually as a result of their access to education; this enabled 
them to reflect upon their social activities and the dominant 
social and political events of the day, offering Historians a useful 
insight into the past.

Dimension

Pocket sizes include A7 (2.91339 Inch x 4.13386 Inch) and 
B7 3.46457 Inch x 4.92126)
 

Memories
 
I have  always kept diary since when I was in grade two,I take 
teacher notes in it ,wrote recipes   or record my feelings or any 
line I found intresting.

Textual / Visual References
 
The Diary of Thomas Larkham, 1647-1669 edited by WWThomas 
Larkham kept his ‘diary’ - an account book with spiritual musings 
and autobiographical notes - throughout his time as Vicar of 
Tavistock, Devon, and on into his days as a nonconformist 
apothecary in the town. Only fragments have appeared in 
print before. This edition provides a new resource for exploring 
religion and daily life in Interregnum and Restoration England.
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Object

Coins

Origin and History

The world’s first coins appeared around 600 B.C., jingling 
around in the pockets of the Lydians, a kingdom tied to 
ancient Greece and located in modern-day Turkey. They 
featured the stylized head of a lion and were made of 
electrum, an alloy of gold and silver. The concept of money 
had been around awhile.

Dimension

Weight  0.75 Inches
Diameter 0.059 Inches 

Cultural Connotation

Byzantine Coins and their values by David R. Sear. Second 
edition, 1987. Published by Spink, London. Hardback, 526 
pages. I have a 2006 reprint. Abbreviated on this site as BCV.

Another almost essential summarised catalogue of coins. 
This book covers the coinage of the Eastern empire 
from Anastasius in in 491 CE to the end of the Empire of 
Trebizond, 1461 CE. There is also a section on forgeries of 
Byzantine coins. There are many illustrations, monochrome 
photos in the text rather than separate plates. It’s a very 
useful guide if you have any of these coins.

Memories

Being a history nerd  coin collecting  is my one of the oldest 
and favourite hobbies to collect coins and read about them . 
I collect them when ever I travel in the world .I have bunch of 
good collection of coins.

Textual / Visual References

Coin collecting tends  appeal to a rather narrow audience, 
much like any other hobby, but that does not mean that 
coins are forgotten by the rest of society. Aside from serving 
as media of exchange, coins are also central in cultural 
traditions throughout the world. In fact, finding cultures that 
do not have some sort of traditions involving coins is rather 
difficult.
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Object

Perfume Bottle

Origin and History

Perfume bottle, a vessel made to hold scent. The earliest 
example is Egyptian and dates to around 1000 BC. The 
Romans, who thought perfumes were aphrodisiacs, used 
not only molded glass bottles but also blown glass, after 
its invention at the end of the 1st Century BC by Syrian 
glassmakers

Dimension

6.00 x 5.00 x 4.00 Inches 

Cultural Connotation

The vessels in which the earliest perfumes on record were 
contained have varied tremendously amongst cultures and 
regions. Early Egyptians, for example, used containers made 
of wood and clay to house fragrance, while ancient Greeks 
created hand-painted vases often rendered in the shapes 
of animals. Early Europeans used a variety of containers to 
store perfume including porcelain, silver and gold, often 
decorated with shells, semi-precious stones and glass, with 
some beautifully shaped perfume bottles even made to be 
worn as jewelry. Ornamental containers are only part of the 
rich history relating to perfume.

Memories

When I passed my IGCSE exam  my parents gifted me a 
channel coco perfume and I instanly fell in love with it. Every 
year I spend half of my pocket money on these items I
never for once ever regret on that.

Textual / Visual References

The fashion for perfume spread to Greece, where 
containers, most often terra-cotta or glass, were made in a 
variety of shapes and forms such as sandalled feet, birds, 
animals, and human heads. The Romans, who thought 
perfumes were aphrodisiacs, used not only molded glass 
bottles but also blown glass, after its invention at the end 
of the 1st century BC by Syrian glassmakers. The fashion 
for perfume declined somewhat with the beginning 
of Christianity, coinciding with the deterioration of 
glassmaking.
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Object

Hair Pins

Origin and History

Hairpins ,were luxury objects among the Egyptians and later 
the Greeks, Etruscans, and Romans. Major success came in 
1901 with the invention of the spiral hairpin by New Zealand 
inventor Ernest Godward. This was a predecessor of the hair 
clip.

Dimension

1/2” to 3/4” Inches 

Cultural Connotation

Hairpins generally known as fa-zan; Chinese:are an 
important symbol in Chinese culture. In ancient China, 
hairpins were worn by all genders,and they were essential 
items for everyday hairstyling, mainly for securing and 
decorating a hair bun. Furthermore, hairpins worn by women 
could also represent their social status.

In Han Chinese culture, when young girls reached the 
age of fifteen, they were allowed to take part in a rite of 
passage known as “ji li” (Chinese: ), or “hairpin initiation” . 
This ceremony marks the coming of age of young women. 
Particularly, before the age of fifteen, girls did not use 
hairpins as they wore their hair in braids, and they were 
considered as children.

Memories

Hair clip has always being essential part of me growing 
up.My grand maa would always brought me these colourfull 
hair pins when i visted her.She wold love to brush my hair 
and put them in my hair .

Textual / Visual References

Coin collecting tends  appeal to a rather narrow audience, 
much like any other hobby, but that does not mean that 
coins are forgotten by the rest of society. Aside from serving 
as media of exchange, coins are also central in cultural 
traditions throughout the world. In fact, finding cultures that 
do not have some sort of traditions involving coins is rather 
difficult.
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Object

Key Chain

Origin and History

Before keychains were sold in gift shops everywhere, they 
started as luck tokens in ancient civilizations. If you’ve ever 
been to an arcade, you’re familiar with the dyed “rabbit’s 
foot” keychain you can get for about 10 tickets. That foot is 
actually based on real objects carried by the Celts in 600 
BC.

Dimension

2 Inches 

Cultural Connotation

Key Chain – The key chain is a symbol of great power. It 
has been said that the power of any man can be measured 
by the number of keys that he holds. ... While one key 
represents safety and power, a key chain full of keys 
represents more than that. It represents trust, responsibility 
and perseverance.

Memories

It’s not uncommon to develop a sentimental attachment 
to your keychains. These tiny trinkets can symbolize major 
moments from weddings and graduations to family reunions 
and vacations. There are collectors all over the world who 
want to capture these moments in all their metal and plastic 
glory

Textual / Visual References

Their purpose is infinite – from decorative pom poms to 
souvenir bottle openers – our keychains can simply be 
personal treasures or miniature extensions of our identity.

Erika Houle, author of The Psychology of Keychains.
It is a well-known fact that when people go out they take 
their keys with them. By carrying keychains around, you’ll 
have thousands of people carrying around your advert for 
free.
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By looking at these objects I came 
to know that everyday objects 

could be interesting in different 
ways. Their making and using relate 
different domains of social that are 

thus brought together uniquely. 
They are part of non-verbal 

communication. These simple 
objects become more interesting 

when we start exploring them. 
These objects, having almost no 

meaning on their own, can become 
potent cultural symbols if actors 

have the necessary social capital 
to ‘transform’ them. Thus, these 

objects do not merely illustrate the 
function premises but validate it in 

a special, maybe unique, way.
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Object 

Vintage Citizen Ladies Watch Gold Tone 
3220–326170 

Origin and History

Nishitōkyō, Tokyo, Japan
Citizen is a quintessentially Japanese brand 
founded in 1918

Dimension

lenghth: 7.2 inch
width: 1.1 cm
Color: Gold
Dial Style: 12-Hour Dial
Display: Analog
Movement: Quartz

Cultural Connotation
 
Watch oscillates between use and signal values, 
the watch enjoys a distinct iconic status in 
contemporary American culture, evoking a host of 
often conflicting associations: those allied to work, 
productivity, enterprise and success, on the one 
hand, and those related to self indulgence, status 
luxury and excess, on the other hand.

Memories 

This golden watch has a very special and romantic 
memory. This watch was given to my mother by my 
father on their engagement. This is an unforgettable 
memory that was made 28 years ago so this has  
special importance. This memory unveils true colors 
and feelings of affection. 

 
Textual / Visual References

Namomi Osakaat wearing this type of watch at 
Wimbledon.
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Object 

Usekh Necklace

Origin and History

Badshahi Mosque, Lahore, Pakistan
The Usekh or Wesekh is a personal ornament, a 
type of broad collar or necklace, familiar to many 
because of its presence in images of the ancient 
Egyptian elite. ... The ancient word ws can mean 
"breadth" or "width" in the Ancient Egyptian 
language and so this adornment is often referred to 
as the broad collar.

Dimension

Color: copper
Weight: 64.01g
Size: 18 inch
Material: Metal
Design Style: Ancient Egyptian

Cultural Connotation
 
The usekh broad collar was wrapped around and 
supported by the neck and shoulders. It is typically 
adorned with closely placed rows of colored stone 
beads, or it is made entirely of metal. The collars 
were connected with clasps of gold. A scene in 
the 4th Dynasty tomb of Wepemnofret at Giza 
connects the usekh collar with dwarfs and the 
deity Ptah. Bernd Scheel has argued that Ptah, who 
is sometimes depicted wearing the broad collar, 
protects the deceased through the collar and 
that dwarfs had access to that protective magic 
because of their work making these types of collars. 
 

Memories 

This special chained necklace was bought by 
my sister few years ago from a stall in badshahi 
mosque. This is beautiful and special as bought 
from a holy place. Its copper rusty colour goes on 
with many colors and enhance the dress. This goes 

with fashion 

Textual / Visual References

Bayek wears Usekh style necklace in Assassin's 
Creed Origins: Bayek, the new Assassin
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Object

Tissot Stainless Steel PR 50 
Chronograph J378/478 Men’s 

Origin and History

Tissot began operations in Le Locle, Switzerland, 
in 1853. Tissot watches are fully Swiss-made. 
This means that the parts are sourced locally, the 
movement used is also Swiss, and the assembly 
and inspection are also being done in Switzerland. 
A minimalist style combines with supreme 
craftsmanship to make this wristwatch from Tissot, 
a stunner of a creation.

Dimension

Color: Silver
Case Diameter: 38 MM
Movement Type: Quartz / Chronograph
Case Material: Stainless Steel
Bracelet Size: 18 cm
Water Resistance: 50 Meters

Cultural Connotation
 
A watch is a man’s best friend and his most valuable 
accessory, however, you need different watches for 
different occasions. An important functionality of a 
watch is to give proper time. It helps the people to 
finish and complete one's work in allotted time. Thus 
wearing watch is vital.

Memories 

As being fond of watches, my father bought it 
15 years ago. He is crazy about watches and the 
silver and royal blue combination with a royal look 

attracted him and he bought this for himself 

Textual / Visual References

On Amazone online shop
Virat koli promoting the same watch in a ad 
(Tissot -This is your time - Own it)
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Object 

Bid Box

Origin and History

TDR studio Estd 2014 Lahore, Pakistan

A tin box is a tinplate container. Nicolas Appert 
invented the method of preserving food in an 
airtight container and was awarded the prize in 
1810. This was the birth and the beginning of Tin 
manufacturing. 

Dimension

Length: 3 inch
Width: 2 inch
Material: Aluminum
Printing Style: Sticker Printing

Cultural Connotation

The box of bid is distributed among the people after 
marriage. It is distributed in the joy of marriage. It 
contains sweets and some other things.
This box is given to everyone present at that nikkah 
by Groom sidev 

Memories 

This box is somehow very close to my cousin’s 
heart as it was distributed to people on her nicker 
ceremony. Her new life journey started that day so 
it has special place in her heart. There is her and 
her husband’s name written on the box cover that 
brings back to memories and put a smile on her 

face every time she looks at this box

Textual / Visual References

Food container as a sweet box 
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Object 

kara/bangles

Origin and History

Mehfooz  Jewellers, Lahore, Pakistan  

Bangles are traditionally rigid bracelets, originating 
from the Indian subcontinent, which are usually 
made of metal, wood, glass or plastic. They are 
traditional ornaments worn mostly by women from 
the Indian subcontinent

Dimension

22-kt Gold Plain Work Kara, light antique finish,hinge 
opening, inner diameter of the Kara is 60.0 mm

Gold Karat: 22 Karat
Gold Weight: 25 (gms)
Metal Color: Golden
Polish: Golden Polish

Cultural Connotation

Kara or Kada is a thick metal ring or bracelet usually 
worn on the hands or wrists of men and women of 
the Indian sub-continent.It is a religious bracelet 
which most sikhs wear. Mostly made of silver or 
gold, the kada has different design styles and is 
usually used to honor a religious figure

Memories 

These gold bangles belong to my grandmother. She 
bought these 10 years ago. She wears them all the 
time. These will be the most memorable thing of our 

grandmother 

Textual / Visual References

Alamas Jewellers Lahore

Shamim Hilaly wearing this type of kara in drama 
Prem Gali
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SAMEERA 
YAHYA

My name is Sameera Yahya 
and I am currently a visual 

communication design student 
at BNU. I have been keenly 

observing women of my country/
city and the accessories they 

like to assemble themselves 
with. After investing a fair 

amount of time in research and 
observation i was finally able 

to put forth a bunch of objects 
that i found common amongst 

those indivisuals. If I had to 
give my work a theme it would 

definately be 'A modern Desi 
Girls  Essentials'
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Object 

Head Scarf 

Origin and History
 
Initially hailing from India, the handkerchief was 
utilized as a viable method to keep hair from the 
face in the warmth, presently it has transformed 
into a style symbol in its own right. In the twenties, 
Whether it was worn aside or tucked into a turban 
style, the headscarf turned into a superficial point 
of interest of fabulousness.

Dimensions
30 x 20 Inches.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Headscarves are generally utilized mainly by Muslim 
ladies and girls, and they are legally necessary for 
ladies and young ladies in certain Muslim nations. 
In its conventional structure, it is worn by ladies 
to keep up humility and security from unrelated 
males since the Qur'an educates Muslim ladies to 
dress humbly. These headscarves have now been 
modernized and young ladies/ladies appreciate it as 
an extra accessory.

Memories 

I have almost always despised the concept of hair-
ties and scrunchies. I felt as if it gave my head an 
odd shape, hair too slicked back i suppose. Eighty 
percent of my childhood was spent using hair 
catchers/clips and the rest of that twenty percent 
was spent breaking them either while sleeping or 
just in a casual day routine. After a constant struggle 
of not being able to get along with any of the hair 
accessories available, i guess decided i wanted to 
assemble my hair with something far more pleasant 
looking and easy to work around my hair with. That 
is when i decided to use silk scarves! 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Through out the 90's women were seen wearing 
printed head scarves as a fashion statement. 
They are back in trend since Dior has advertised 
cool looking head scarves lately. Back in the days 
Madonna was even seen wearing a head scarf 
which brought a great rise in its demand. H
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Object 

Khussay (Peeptoes) 

Origin and History
 
This style began legitimately from China but it didn’t 
work out so well due to the blistering climate of 
the district. Since the area was overwhelmed with 
farmland, calfskin was a material that was anything 
but difficult to get a hold of. The most punctual type 
of this shoe was a 'majori'. The majori joota had a 
totally different shape than the khussa. The shoe 
was far pointier and had a three-sided shape to it. 
These shoes were created to fit the requirements 
of ranchers and homestead laborers. Calfskin was 
an ideal decision since it assisted with securing 
against wounds. Since the mid-2000s, there has 
been a pattern towards artful dance pads and 
'siphons'; therefore khussas provided a desi in-
between for this pattern to fill in Pakistan and 
India. Khussas have gotten more bright, popular and 
modern by the day.

Dimensions:

A standard size would be 7 x 3 Inches.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
It encapsules cultural diversity, local ethos and 
ethnicity. This is one of the very few wearables that 
were worn before the partition of the subcontinent. 
The present day khussas may look different than the 
old ones but the essence is still alive. 

Memories 
 
As a child i remember my dadi wearing khussay and 
being in absolute awe of them. They were strange 
looking shoes to me and id often try them on only 
to make a face and tell her the shoes were very 
uncomfortable. I had a very awful relationship with 
khussay up until i grew up and saw them as the 
prettiest pieces of footwear. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
In mughal paintings emperors are seen wearing 
khussay. Other than that, my grandmothers entire 
wardrobe was khussay.
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Object 

Jhumkay  

Origin and History
 
Jhumkay were originated in Bharatanatyam 
Jewellery Set. It was designed for the 
Bharatanatyam dance form. Slowly it became 
one of the go-to pieces for women around the 
world and also saw a huge shift in designs with the 
combination of east and west cultures. The word 
‘Jhumki’ refers to the traditional bell shaped earring 
design of India. The design has hanging decorative 
elements and is loved for the distinctive ‘jingle’ of 
these hanging elements. Though our recent day 
jhumkay may not look exactly like the ones initially 
crafted they still are called jhumkay because of their 
dangling elements.

Dimensions:
3 x 1 Inches.
200 grams.
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Almost all of todays pakistani and indian brides 
prefer wearing gorgeous jhumkas on their wedding 
day. No pakistani or indian wedding goes by in 
which the bride is not wearing jhumkay or earrings 
inspired by jhumkay.

Memories 

Seeing jhumkay dangling in bollywood songs were 
a great appeal to me as a 9 year old girl. It made me 
want to get earrings and wear them everywhere i 
possibly could. I remember trying on my mother big 
jhumkay in hopes that i would someday get to wear 
very similar ones. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Royal/mughal empresses 
Zareena was a helper we used to have when i was 
young. She would always have these beautiful tiny 
gold jhumkay dangling from her ears that left me 
mesmerised!  
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Object 

Choker Necklace.

Origin and History
 
Chokers were worn to secure what even in early 
days they comprehended to be a significant aspect 
of the body, the neck. The historical backdrop of 
the choker goes back many years, to the world's 
earliest human advancements, the Sumer domain in 
Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt. Ladies in these old 
universes wore chokers, frequently blending them 
with different accessories, for a similar explanation 
they wore all gems, to secure them and give them 
power.

Dimensions:

On the neck: 6 x 0.1 inches 

As a whole:  12 x 0.1 Inches. 

Cultural Connotation
 
These kind of necklaces were previously made in 
gold or silver and mainly for a girls marraige. The 
concept of chokers started in the sub-continent 
since jewellery is a great part of our culture and 
tradition. It has been present since the early 1600's 
and played the greatest part in the lives of Mughal 
emperors.  

Memories 

I have been going through my mothers pictures of 
when she was young, quite often since i was a child. 
God knows why but it sure was one of my favourite 
activities. Admist hose pictures i have always 
noticed her wearing beautiful minimal chokers 
around her neck, and i guess that gave birth to my 
obsession with desi chokers.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
My mothers early life pictures. 
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Object 

Bangles

Origin and History
 
Bangles are generally inflexible arm bands, starting 
from the Indian subcontinent, which are typically 
made of metal, wood, glass or plastic. They are cus-
tomary decorations worn generally by ladies from 
the subcontinent. Other early instances of bangles 
in antiquated India incorporate copper tests from 
the unearthings at Mahurjhari, trailed by the en-
livened bangles having a place with the Mauryan 
Empire (322–185 BC) and the gold bangle tests 
from the noteworthy site of Taxila (sixth century 
BC). Designed shell bangles have likewise been 
unearthed from numerous Mauryan destinations. 
Different highlights incorporate copper bolts and 
gold-leaf trim at times.

Dimensions:

Dimameter: 2.875 Inches.
Circumfrence: 9.03 Inches. 

Cultural Connotation
 
Bangles are a common customary decoration worn 
by ladies in the East however specifically in South 
Asia. It is one of the most widely recognized things 
worn by practically all females of any age on unique 
events like wedding, Eid and different celebrations. 
Actually, to a lady bangle isn't just an adornment it 
is additionally a significant piece of womanhood. 
Bangles are a significant aspect of our way of life 
and convention. They upgrade the style of each little 
youngster; a wrist enhanced with bangles has its 
very own appeal. 

Memories 

I absolutely adored wearing bangles on eid and 
everytime i see bangles nostalgia kicks in and im 
reminded of all those times i went eid shopping with 
my parents. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Almost every woman in pakistan is seen wearing 
bangles. IIts an ornament they love.
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SANA 
KHAN

My name is Sana Khan and I am 
a 3rd Year VCD student. When 

this assignment was given, I 
started observing objects which 
surrounded me. While choosing 
my 5 objects I was drawn more 

towards the ones which have 
been with me for the longest 

time. Most of these vintage and 
outdated products aren’t even 

in use anymore and that is what 
makes them extra special and 

unique!
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Object 

Polaroid 600 Square Instant Camera (1981) 

Origin and History
 
Polaroid was an American company known for its 
insant film and cameras. The company was founded 
in 1937 by Edwin H. Land.

Dimensions

4.5 x 6 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
This point and shoot camera has a character that 
defines the 80s, 90s and ‘00s. The company itself 
calls it “Pop culture in a camera”. Polaroid is said to 
be as the most creative camera as it emphasizes 
the unique vision of the individual photographer. 
This is a vintage product which simulates a sense of 
nosalgia.

Memories 

My father bought this polaroid somewhere in the 
early 2000s. A few months after the purchase, the 
polaroid fell and since then it hasn’t been working. 
He was about to throw it away when I decided to 
keep it. It has been with me for more than a decade 
now. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
A one sep flash polaroid camera was used by Cara 
Buono (Karen) in

Stranger things Season 2, Episode 2: Chapter two: 
Trick or Treat, Freak (2017)

A Polaroid camera was used by Rachel in Friends. 
(1994)

A SPECTRA sysem polaroid camera was used by 
Kevin McCalliser in Home Alone 2: Los in New York 
(1992)
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Object 

A Chiraag (lamp) 

Origin and History
 
Chiraag is an Indian name which figuratively means 
“lamp”. The floral patterns engraved on it are 
inspired from the Mughal architecture.

Dimensions

5 x 2 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Chiraag lamp is associated with an Indian sory, 
“Aladdin Aur Jadui Chiraag” (1952). Aladdin (1992) 
also uses a magical lamp in which a Genie resides. 
Chiraag also connotes to luminance of soul and 
piousness.  

Memories 

This Chiraag was given to me by a friend on my 18th 
birhday. She bought this from Anarkali, Lahore. I 
don’t smoke but I like unconventional lighters as a
form of decoration.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Such Chiraag lamps are seen in movies such as 
Aladdin Aur Jadui Chiraag and Aladdin. In both of 
these, a genie resides inside the lamp
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Object 

A Cassette 

Origin and History
 
The cassette tape was originally developed and 
released by Philips in 1962 in Hasselt, Belgium. It was 
introduced in Europe on 30 Augus 1963 at the Berlin 
Radio Show, and in the United States. Cassettes 
replaced reel-to-reel recorders that were inefficient. 

Dimensions

4.2 x 0.6 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Since the 1970s, there has been an admiration 
for this afordable, highquality piece of recording 
technology.
Cassettes aren’t practically used anymore because 
of the advancement of
new, better technology. But it holds a nosalgic value 
which is sill admired by
many nowadays. 
 

Memories 

I remember the time when cassettes were being 
used in our home. We used to have a huge cassette 
player in our TV-lounge besides which there was a
huge collection of cassettes (especially those of 
Hindi songs). This is one of the few cassette which I 
was able to save while shifing from our old to
current house. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The entire plot of 13 reasons why revolves around 
7 cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker before 
she commits suicide.

A casette inside a tallboy was used by Kevin 
McCalliser in Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (1992)

A Toshiba porable cassette player and recorder was 
used by Linda Hamilton
in The Terminator (1984). 
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Object 

One Quarter Anna (India 1908) 

Origin and History
 
A currency unit formerly used in British India, 
equal to 1 ⁄ 16 of a rupee. The early imperial issued 
coins continued to bear a fixed date, for example, 
this One quarer Anna of 1908. This practice was 
intended to discourage the prevalent 'batta' sysem, 
i.e., a heavy penalty imposed by money changers or
'shrofs' on coins bearing an older date to account 
for wear and weight loss, irrespective of the actual 
condition of the coin.

Dimensions

1 x 1 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
The term belongs to the Islamic monetary sysem.
Anna-denominated posage samps were issued 
during the British Raj by the government of British 
India as well as by several princely sates and afer
independence until decimalisation of the currency 
by India and Pakisan. An attempt to simplify 
commercial transactions. 

Memories 

When I was a child, I used to collect coins. Seeing 
this practice, my Nana gave me this “aik anna” 
which was given to him by someone dear to him. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
"Seven Years in Tibet" shows some of the British 
India coins, and some Indian temple tokens (1997).

A pile of Indian Head cents is shown on an aparment 
table in the movie “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” 
(1945). 
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Object 

Motorola Razr V3 (2004) 

Origin and History
 
The Motorola Razr was a series of flip phones by the 
company Motorola. Motorola sold over 50 million 
handsets between 2004 and 2006. 

Dimensions

3.86 x 2.09 in
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Motorola was determined to be the “King of thin” as 
the phone was the thinnes phone of that time and 
hence exclusively a fashion phone. Back in the 2004 
Motorola Razr was seen as a satus symbol. Whoever 
owned the phone was seen as someone from the 
upperclass and highly fashionable.  

Memories 

My father used to own a Motorola Razr V3 in black 
colour back in 2006 (I guess). Since then I am
absolutely in love with this phone in terms of it’s
appearance. When I was 17 years old, I got the 
chance to purchase this phone from an online
website of vintage products. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Evan Peters is seen messaging on a Motorola Razr in 
the movie “The Pirates of Somalia” (2017).

Nigel and Miranda Priesly are seen talking on a 
Motorola Razr in the movie “The devil wears Prada” 
(2006).
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SAUD M. 
KHAN

The following pages are a tote 
to my childhood, places of 

significane that left a mark on 
my being to a point where I 

remembered them first thing 
when I tried reconnecting 

to almost a decade ago, my 
rooftop, my school, shenanigans 

& ordinarily extraordinary 
objects that live inside my head 

rent-free. Objects that I share 
my earliest memories with.  
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Object 

Egg 

Origin & History
 
The origin of the egg begins in the body of a hen. 
Usually a hen lays an egg everyday. Allowed a 
certain atmosphere eggs can also hatch and give 
chicks. Eggs have a controversial history over where 
they first came from, it is popularly believed among 
some that they came from the chicken, others say 
the chicken came from it. 
 

Dimension

6.10mm x 42.81mm

Cultural Connotation
 
Many a cultures very carefully decide what they 
consume and put in their bodies but one thing all 
cultures collectively have agreed to eat happily is 
eggs, except some vegans. Eggs stand to be one of 
the most famously used ingredients that go towards 
making food. They are the backbone of the bak-
ing industry and the foundation at breakfast. They 
hold the delicate life of a chick, are smashed on the 
birthday boy to celebrate life & are famously used to 
explain the shape of the planet we live on.  

Memories 

My earliest memory of home is that we were lower 
middle class. Naturally I did not realize it at the time 
but times were financially not very stable. My moth-
er had left her teaching job to cater to her three 
adolescent children and my mother had a poultry 
farm with not too much poultry in there. What there 
was although too much of were eggs. Always too 
many eggs and so they were kept on the roof. Me 
and my brothers once got into trouble for throwing 
eggs from the roof at passerby's in the street.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
One film that gave me trauma I still have to live with 
was Chicken Run, the film is about a cockerel that 
flies into a chicken farm, the chickens see him as 
an opportunity to escape the poultry farm. Having 
been hopelessly repressed and facing eventual 
certain death at the farm where they are held, the 
chickens decide to rebel. EG

G

object 
no ° 1



VI
N

YL

object 
no ° 2

Object 

Vinyl Record 

Origin & History
 
In 1930, RCA Victor launched the first commercial-
ly-available vinyl long-playing record, marketed as 
“Program Transcription” discs. These revolutionary 
discs were designed for playback at 33 rpm and 
pressed on a 12" diameter flexible plastic disc. 
 

Dimension

7”  10”  12” 

Cultural Connotation
 
Vinyls are an ode to the past. They’re from a time 
obsolete and now mostly a novelty. They’re for 
people with golden age syndromes & for instagram 
and tumblr e-boy models. Vinyls are mostly associ-
ated with high music. The imagery is wine and rich 
people listening to classical Chopin sonatas.  

Memories 

I'm not sure how many houses in Lahore have a des-
ignated Moomti, moomti being the storage place 
where items that are not used so much are kept. 
I remember my moomti used to have vinyls. Lots 
and lots of them. Being a tonedeaf child I automat-
ically resorted to not focusing on the contents of 
the vinyls we had but the form of them instead. My 
brothers & I used them as makeshift frisbee's. In 
retrospect I'm not much too proud of it.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
A film pivoted by vinyls is High Fidelity (2000), the 
protagonist is an unhappy guy with a record store 
and an incredible passion for music. Another visual 
depiction is in the Shawshank Redemption where 
Andy Dufrense locks himself in the master’s office 
and plays Le Nozze di Figaro to give the inmates and 
himself a hint of freedom they hadn’t felt in years. 



Object 

Paperplane 

Origin & History
 
The origins of the paper plane are disputed. It is 
believed among some that they were invented by 
the ancient Chinese in an art of folding paper which 
found its way to Japan as Origami, although these 
were allegedly closer to kites than the traditional 
paper planes. These origins are difficult to prove, 
however.
 

Dimension

210mm x 297mm

Cultural Connotation
 
Paper planes are planes made out of paper, they’re 
mostly one of the first paper folding crafts a child 
will learn to make. They’re associated with school 
and innocent optimism.  

Memories 

I once got in trouble at school for having ripped out 
too many pages out of my school notebook. I have 
thrown a paperplane off of every high platform I've 
been to. The rooftop at school, the rooftop at home 
and any that I've put myself on. Its one thing I'm 
tempted to do till date. I have made so many pa-
perplanes all my associations of school notebooks 
are those of them falling apart. Back when I went 
to school there were no fancy spiral notebooks the 
pages were thread bound and would turn looser 
and looser everytime you pulled a page. The crispy 
smooth paperplane in photo is proof of the fact that 
I did infact, master the craft of paperplane building.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
One of the strongest visual depictions of paper 
planes is in the movie Slumdog Millionaire (2008). 
The film is about the lives of children born into 
poverty who try to make their way through life living 
on scraps. Often relying on mischief in order to feed 
themselves. The score for the movie is by an artist 
M.I.A who is a refugee living in the United States, 
popularly it is believed among conservative groups 
that refugees and foreigners steal the local peoples 
jobs. Her song paperplanes is a protest against the 
ideas propogated. PA
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Object 

Clock 

Origin & History
 
Humans have keep time for as long as we can look 
back but the use of clocks is fairly recent. The first 
mechanical clocks, employing the verge escape-
ment mechanism with a foliot or balance wheel 
timekeeper, were invented in Europe at around the 
start of the 14th century, and became the standard 
timekeeping device until the pendulum clock was 
invented in 1656.

Dimension

10" x 10"

Cultural Connotation
 
Time is incredibly concrete and simple yet can be 
one of the most abstract things in the world. It is 
more real than most everything we consider real yet 
incredibly manmade. Within the local cultural lens, 
time is viewed as temporary, within the religious 
frame time is the test, we’re put on earth and ex-
pected to behave for the time we spend here so we 
can be rewarded with a timeless heaven. What gives 
time relevance is the fact that we are ageing and 
will die. Its a ticking clock to ones own demise.  

Memories 
 
How do I write a specific memory about a thing 
that has been so inherently imbedded into every 
moment of my being. How do I talk about a certain 
moment over another when time is as consistently 
similar as it is. If I absolutely have to speak about 
assosiations I'll say clocks instead of time have been 
downplayed in my life massively due to the role 
they play. Anytime I've felt the need to look at one 
I've done so because I've been needed somewhere. 
Never have I looked at time devoid of guilt. Guilt of 
passing time. For this assignment I was to photo-
graph and display a clock I've looked at everyday for 
the past two years. Looking at it now. It's a beautiful 
clock.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Time in art and culture has been fundamental and 
central. One of the most important works created 
from around time are by Christopher Nolan, two of 
his films Inception & Interstellar both contain sto-
rylines led by theories of time & science. 



Object 

Kite 

Origin and History
 
Kites were invented in Asia, nearly 3,000 years ago 
the kite was first popularised. Though their exact or-
igin can only be speculated. In China, the kite has 
been claimed as the invention of the 5th-century 
BC Chinese philosopher Mozi. The first kites were 
what we today would call prototype kites: they were 
made of light wood and cloth. They were designed 
to mimic a bird's natural flight.

Dimension

25" x 26"

Cultural Connotation
 
Primarily; kites are used for entertainment. With-
in Pakistan kiting has had much popularity to its 
name because of Basant until before a few years 
ago. Either that or basant has had the popularity it 
does because we love kiting so much. There is still a 
niche that indulges in kiting. After plenty many years 
during this coronavirus pandemic with people stuck 
in their homes so much, a revival of kiting has been 
seen throughout the country as a show of together-
ness & also boredom.  

Memories 
 
Born & bred in Islamabad growing up there was 
an incresingly growing culture of kiting within the 
youth. The sky would be adorned in many plenty 
different colours. There were screams of "paicha 
paicha" and "doore" on the rooftops from my elder 
friends and relatives and the sounds of little ones 
myself included; running along the streets head up 
trying to catch the kite that just went loose.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
There's a novel & a film based on The Kite Runner by 
Khaled Hosseni, the text uses the kite serves as a 
symbol of Amir's happiness as well as his guilt. But 
the kite takes on a different significance when Amir 
allows Hassan to be raped because he wants to 
bring a kite back to Baba. 
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25" x 26"
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RAFEH

I’ve always had a thing for 
collecting objects and  these 

objects are mainly  the things 
that are really old or the 

things that I’m crazy about 
like technology.  The stories 

behind such objects and the 
memories they carry with 

them really brings back alot.
So for the sake of that the 
objects I’ve chosen have a 

really personal touch to them, 
they belong to my loved ones 

, some are really old, some are 
gifted and some are passion 

so the memories attached to 
them are also really personal 

and it just makes it interesting.
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Object:

Ceramic Blue Bird

Origin and History:

Archeologists have uncovered human-made 
ceramics that date back to at least 24,000 BC. 
These ceramics were found in Czechoslovakia and 
were in the form of animal and human figurines, 
slabs, and balls.

Dimensions:

1.5 x 0.5 x 2.5 in

Memories:

This Ceramic blue bird was gifted to me by one 
of my friend. She bought it from Dachi - a crafts 
exhibition that held in lahore twice a year - we 4 
friends have the same bird and we bought it every 6 
months whenever Dachi happens.

 

Cultural Connotation:

Many of us see birds as a symbol of freedom be-
cause of their ability to fly. For many centuries, birds 
and their feathers have symbolized life, death, good 
and bad luck, the future, the past, and other signs.

Textual/ Visual Reference:

The Complete Book of Florence Ceramics
Bruce M. Sherman artist works with clay.
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Object:

Tobacco Pipe

Origin and History:

Northern Europe at the end of sixteenth century 
and the beginning of 17th century. 
The first tobacco pipes found in Europe, from 
around 500 BC, were made of wooden stems or 
reed. Greeks and Romans adopted the tobacco 
pipe, as well as Germanic peoples and Celtic tribes, 
who used them to smoke all sorts of herbs, and 
particularly the leaves from linden trees. The first 
manufactured tobacco pipes were made of clay. It 
was at the beginning of the seventeenth century 
when William Baernelts moved from his native En-
gland to Holland, to launch the first mass production 
of clay pipes.

Dimensions:

3 x 1 x 1.5 in

Memories:

I remember my grandfather drinking this pipe when 
I was younger and the way he keeps his pipe clean 
and after smoking putting it back to the box it was 
one of the vivid memories of my childhood.
 

Cultural Connotation:

The Sacred Pipe was revered as a holy object, and 
the sacrament of smoking was employed as a major 
means of communication between humans and 
sacred beings; the narcotic effect of tobacco and 
the symbolism of the indrawn and ascending smoke 
affirmed that such communication took place. The 
pipe symbolizes the transitional periods, such as 
the movement onto reservations, in the history of 
Native Americans. It also represents the preserving 
of their culture and religious traditions. The pipe 
was present and plays a large part in the creation of 
numerous native religions.

Textual/ Visual Reference:

Leonardo Dicaprio in Django Unchained played a 
role of wealthy american and he was drinking pipe.
Robert Downey jr. in Sherlock Holmes.
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Object:

USB, OTG (Type A - Micro usb)

Origin and History:

January 1996, United States of America
Ajay Bhatt and his team worked on the standard at 
Intel; the first integrated circuits supporting USB 
were produced by Intel in 1995. The original USB 
1.0 specification, which was introduced in January 
1996, defined data transfer rates of 1.5 Mbit/s Low 
Speed and 12 Mbit/s Full Speed.

Dimensions:

0.5 x 0.23 x 0.1 in

Memories:

I remember the first ever usb drive I had. It was 
256Mb drive and was of silver color. My father got it 
as a gift and he gave that to me. I always had a thing 
for technologies and it just grows with time. Now I 
just like to buy these things even if I don't really use 
them. 

 

Cultural Connotation:

The storage devices play an important role in our 
modern day society. We carry such devices 
everywhere. These storage devices can determine 
one's personality by knowing the type of data it 
has in it. storage devices are not only USBs but our 
phones, cloud storage and many more. 

Textual/ Visual Reference:

Iron man 1 at the end when Piper steals data from 
his boss's computer.
The imitation Game movie based on the invention 
of computer and storage solutions.
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Object:

Stuff Toy Keychain from Miniso

Origin and History:

In 1892, USA
In 1892, the Ithaca Kitty became one of the first 
mass-produced stuffed animal toys in the United 
States. The toy industry significantly expanded in 
the early 20th century. In 1903, Richard Steiff 
designed a soft stuffed bear that differed from 
earlier traditional rag dolls because it was made of 
plush furlike fabric.

Dimensions:

4 x 2.5 x 1 in

Memories:

This stuff toy keychain was gifted to me by one of 
my university friend on Secret Santa and she said 
that it resembles me. I remember gifting stuff toys 
from miniso just like these to my friends on their 
birthdays.

 

Cultural Connotation:

Stuffed animals teach compassion, how to love, how 
to be gentle with one another. Because stuffed an-
imals are often gifted to us by people we love, they 
are the ultimate symbol of love. Stuffed animals are 
naturally loving and giving creatures.

Textual/ Visual Reference:

Toy story the complete series related to toys and 
how children are connected emotionally to their 
toys and also how their favorite toys changes over 
time.

The episode of Black mirror where the soul of dying 
mom was put into a stuffed bear so her little girl can 
play with teddy bear and mother can see her and 
hug her even she is not their literally.
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Object:

Old Lock and Keys

Origin and History:

Modern combination Lock 1848, USA 
Linus Yale invented a pin-tumbler lock in 1848. His 
son improved upon his lock using a smaller, flat key 
with serrated edges that is the basis of  the modern 
pin-tumbler locks. American, Linus Yale Jr. was a 
mechanical engineer and lock manufacturer who 
patented a cylinder pin-tumbler lock in 1861. Yale 
invented the modern combination lock in 1862.

Dimensions:

2.5 x 1.5 x 0.5 in

Memories:

This lock belongs to our old house before partition. 
This specific lock is almost 100 years old. 

Cultural Connotation:

Keys are symbols of opening and closing. Locks and 
keys affect our lives in various ways. Sometimes a 
key means the difference between freedom and 
incarceration, or life and death. Keys also affect our 
lives in other ways; they give us security – we can 
lock our door and know that no one else has the key.

Textual/ Visual Reference:

A netflix season Lock and Key in which keys have 
been used to open different locks or even you can 
enter someones mind.



SHEHERYAAR 
QASIM

My name is  Sheheryaar 
Qasim and I'm  a Visual 

Communication Designer. 
When I first got to know about 

this project, I immediaetly  
started thinking towards all the 

small, mundane objects that I  
had lying around serving as 

memorabilia. Not only was it a 
trip down memory lane but I 

got to learn more about these 
objects - other than just the 

asssociations I had previously 
made with them. I worked on 

this assignment  as a designer 
as well as a curator and it was 

a new  and valuable learning 
experience for me.  
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Object 

Duel Masters Trading Cards  

Origin and History
 
The Duel Masters Trading Card Game is a two-player or 
two vs. two team collectible card game (CCG) jointly 
developed by Wizards of the Coast and Takara Tomy. 
The card game is part of the Duel Masters franchise. The 
game was released in Japan in May 2002, where it quickly 
became the number one selling trading card game for 
over a year.  As of December 2006, the English sets of 
Duel Masters were discontinued by Wizards of the Coast 
due to weak sales. However, in June 2012, Wizards of the 
Coast relaunched Duel Masters under a new franchise 
named “Kaijudo: Rise of the Duel Masters”. Based on the 
existing Duel Masters brand, Kaijudo features an online 
game, trading card game, and a television series. The 
product was canceled a second time in 2014

Dimensions

5.5 '' height x 2 '' width
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Official tournaments were held throughout the year in 
different states of the USA. These tournaments were 
especially popular in Japan and were organized and ran by 
Takara Tomy. Events like these built a strong community 
of like-minded people who gathered once every year to 
celebrate and promote the trading card culture. This wasn

Memories 

Ferozsons book shop on Mall Road had a section where 
they sold trading cards. As a child I used to pester my 
mother until she bought me the cards. Going to the 
bookstore always meant that I’d return home with a bunch 
of cards and then the next day I’d take the cards to school 
and trade them with my friends. All the cards had cool 
illustrations on them and in my free time I used to try to 
draw them to the best of my ability. I bought DVDs of the 
anime based on the game and used to watch the show 
with my brother and eventually learned how to play the 
game as well. The DVD had an interactive game in the 
special features menu.

 
Textual / Visual References

Popularity of the card game spawned a manga series and 
an anime of the same name in October, 2002. The show 
ran until April, 2003. 
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Object 

PlayStation 2 

Origin and History
 
It is a Japanese gaming product that was announced in 
1999 and released in the year 2000. The PS2 is the best-
selling video game console of all time, having sold over 
155 million units worldwide. In 2004 Sony manufactured 
smaller, lighter versions of the console known as slimline 
models. It remained popular even after the release of the 
PS3 and continued to be produced until 2013. It was under 
production for twelve years - one of the longest lifespans 
of a video game console. 

Dimensions

1.1 '' height x 9.1 '' width x  6 '' depth
 

Cultural Connotation
 
The PS2 was a complete home entertainment system 
because not only were you able to play games on it but 
you could also watch DVDs or play your favorite songs via 
cd. It brought an evolution in gaming culture and brought 
different communities and people around the world 
together through online connectivity. It increased comfort 
within the virtual world and created newer means of 
communication. 

Memories 

The PS2 was my first gaming console ever and It has 
lasted me 16 years. Naruto Shippuden: Ultimate Ninja 4 
was among the first games that I played on it. Often times 
I used to play FIFA and PES with my brother and cousins. 
Buying games for the console was an exciting activity for 
me. Sometimes I bought games solely on the basis of how 
good the box art was and then I used to draw the box art 
that appealed to me the most. PS2 introduced me to the 
God of War franchise which is still one of my favorites 
after all these years. I was extremely sad when my PS2 
died but my father bought me a new one shortly after 
which was nice

 
Textual / Visual References

The Game Console: A Photographic History from Atari to 
Xbox by Evan Emos
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Object 

Mosaic Turtle Figurine  

Origin and History
 
This miniature turtle is handmade and painted in Spanish 
mosaic style. It was bought from a local souvenir shop 
in Barcelona in the summer of 2019.  It is decorated with 
the technique of trencadis, which was invented by Antoni 
Gaudí- a Catalan architect.

Dimensions

5'' length x 2 '' width x  1.5 '' height
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Ceramics from Barcelona are well-known across the 
world. Brightly colored, hand-painted and inspired by the 
modernist movement led by famous architect Antonio 
Gaudí. These memorable pieces pay homage to Antoni 
Gaudí’s famed, full-size mosaic “El Drac,” or dragon, that 
he built inside the city’s Parc Güell. These little ceramics 
come in different shapes and size surround the streets of 
Barcelona.

Memories 

This figurine was a gift from my best friend. I don’t like 
gifts unless they are handmade by the person giving 
them and I didn’t accept this one too but changed my 
mind when it was presented to me a second time outside 
Johnny and Jugnu. The turtle is kind of an inside joke 
because it's supposed to refer to the fact that I'm slow.  

 
Textual / Visual References

Antonio Gaudi Documentary Film: The Unfinished Vision 

El Drac built inside Parc Guell 
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Miniature Dog Figurine 

Origin and History
 
This was manufactured in the USA as part of a dollhouse 
set which are mass produced. These dollhouses 
were constructed keeping in mind the houses of the 
American dream. A white picket fence, two story house 
with multiple bedrooms, a garage with a car and a family 
(A husband, a wife, a daughter and a son). To top it all of 
a dog was added to the mix setting a standard for the 
“Ideal Life”.

Dimensions

2.75 '' height x 5 '' width
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Miniature homes, furnished with domestic articles 
and resident inhabitants, both people and animals, 
have been made for thousands of years. Miniatures, 
however, fascinate children as much as adults. The 
dollhouse delivers a sense of control over an idealized 
environment. Children lack the control over their 
everyday lives so the ability to dictate the details of 
existence in the dollhouse provides a sense of agency. 
Dollhouses have lasted because they allow our adult 
and infant selves to imagine a level of perfection, 
completeness and control so conspicuously lacking 
from the chaos of our actual lives.

Memories 

As a child I used to help my sister clean her dollhouse. 
We’d spend our time changing the interiors of the 
dollhouse; shifting different furniture items from one 
place to another over and over again. I generally really 
like dogs but my father never allowed me to keep one 
because he thought that I wouldn’t be able to take care 
of it. I named this dog Scooby because all my friends at 
school called me Shaggy and I guess I kind of recreated 
the Shaggy-Scooby duo within my own little world. 

 
Textual / Visual References

The Miniaturist: Real-Life History.  
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Ceramic Glazed Blue Bird 

Origin and History
 
This ceramic bird is made in the traditional art of Sindh 
- Glazed Terracotta. The Sindh region of Pakistan is well 
known for stunning handicrafts. These beautiful articles 
are attractive and generally used for home decoration. The 
process of making these require great skill and expertise. 
Multiple copies are handmade and painted and then sent 
to big cities to be sold in exhibitions like Daatchi and 
Haryali Market.

Dimensions

2.5 '' height x 5 '' width
 

Cultural Connotation
 
This piece of bird supports sustainable incomes for the 
artisans working in small family businesses carrying on the 
ancient subcontinent tradition of ceramics. 

Ceramics can be traced back to subcontinent’s simple 
style of molding clay that evolved with the passage of 
time. A number of distinct styles emerged from this 
simple style. This particular bird is made in the glazed 
terracotta style. 

Memories 

Ever since I joined BNU, my friends and I go to Daatchi 
and all four of us buy this ceramic bird. We now have three  
of these ceramic birds all in different colors. We keep it 
as a sign of our friendship- kind of like the concept of 
friendship bracelets.  

 
Textual / Visual References

Phil Rogers 'A Passion for Pots' ceramics feature film

Mughal Art



TAHREEM 
NAWAZ

My name is Tahreem Nawaz 
and I am a VCD student in BNU 

SVAD. I've been very keen to 
know history of objects and 

different sites. This project 
gave me  a chance to  work 

with mundane objects. It 
helped me to look at things 

from a really different 
persecpective. The things I 

have used are basically very 
old and dear to me. Before this 

I never looked at these things 
or cosidered their existence  

but now I know how valuable 
things these are and how there 
are certain memories attached 

to these objects.
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Object 

VHS Cassette 

Origin and History
 
Tokyo, Japan, 1976 

These cassettes were used highly to watch movies 
and series in 1970-1990s. These tapes originated 
in 70s. It was first released in Japan on september 
9, 1976 and then moved on into different regions of 
world .

Dimensions

The accurate dimensions of this would be 7 x 4 x 1 
inches . 

 
Cultural Connotation
 
VHS cassettes played a very vital role in our parent’s 
life and our childhood too. These came with VCR 
and had a very deep connection with the person 
watching. These days the tapes are replaced with 
all the digital things, but back then watching movie 
once a week was very important thing. It was mean 
of entertainment and had alot of feelings attached 
to it. People watched same tape again and again in 
family gatherings etc.  

Memories 

I remember when I was like 5 years old my mother 
used to put this tape on which had Tom and Jerry 
in it. It was an hour long tape and that one hour was 
the only “TV” time for me other than playing outside 
while watching these tapes in my mind had this 
fascination of all this being real to some extents I 
wanted to be in those tapes rather than in real world 
that was just a childhood fantasy maybe, that 1 hour 
brought many smiles on my face and how we used 
to stick to the tv without even blinking my eyes. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Tom & jerry where in one episode tom was watching 
TV 

Series such as Thirteen Reasons Why also used 
these type of cassettes.
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E- Cigratte

Origin and History
 
Rome, Italy, 2011 

Dimensions

15 centimeters 
 

Cultural Connotation
 
As cigarettes are not considered a good thing 
people tend to get vapes and E-cigarettes. Its 
considered more modern and chic in today’s era. 
Its also not has that pungent smell so people do not 
think of it as a bad thing.
  

Memories 

I found this at my aunt’s place didn’t know what it 
was at first was playing around with it and pressing 
its button again and again when my cousin came 
and started scolding me for doing that and he 
ended up giving it to me so I’ve kept it with me from 
5 years now and it just kind of was my introduction 
to this technology which was quite shocking for me. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The Tourist where Johny Depp has used these in 
notable scenes. 

House of Cards where Kevin Space used it.

Z Nation also shows its use. 

Zac Efron used it in Dirty Grandpa.
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Object 

Tesoro Ring

Origin and History
 
North Texas, 2011

The store opened in 2011 and sell rings, watches and 
other jewellery pieces. These pieces are hand made 
in North Texas. These have a very low price in-terms 
of hand made jewellery. 

Dimensions

The size of the ring is 20.9 mm, 50g

Cultural Connotation
 
Rings are related to mostly a very personal thing 
such as used in weddings or used as a gift for 
a person. Rings are a small round object which 
cuddles your finger and gives a very warm feel. 

  

Memories 

When I was a child, used to fascinate this one ring 
that’ll look like it has diamonds and is very shiny but 
growing up that got lost somewhere. One day a 
friend of mine wanted to propose a girl (which was 
another friend of mine) and he went to buy 2 things 
a bracelet and a ring but due to some reasons we 
had to hurry and in that situation he accidentally 
gave me the ring and her bracelet I insisted on 
giving it back and but I ended up having that but, 
never wore it, its like a decoration piece for me but 
it has a very funny memory attached to it which I 
can never forget. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
The Great Gatsby where he wanted to propose the 
girl but couldn’t. 

Proposal Movie which was a love story.

Miracle on 24th street.
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Crystal Mini Perfume

Origin and History
 
These perfumes are made in UAE and are shipped 
worldwide. 
 

Dimensions

6.6 x 4.3 x 1.9 inches and have 25 ml liquid in it. 

Cultural Connotation
 
Perfumes are used worldwide to feel
confident and smell good it obviously is a luxury 
product. Many people collect perfumes and spend 
thousands of dollars on it. Just like watches people 
consider this as an investment too but only for their 
soul. 

  

Memories 

I got it from my elder sister and as it a small bottle 
my younger sister practically used it all in 2 weeks 
which made me very angry and broke her perfume 
bottles without even thinking and this makes me 
laugh alot how for a little bottle  took revenge on her 
and it also makes me think how I need to manage 
my anger.

 
Textual / Visual References
 
It has been used in one of Tammy’s scenes.

In one of Evil Dead’s opening scene the girl uses it. 
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Rado Watch

Origin and History

Switzerland, 1975
 
It came from a small watch manufacturer to a high 
tech company. The Rado watches are mostly made 
in the country Switzerland, for many years they 
created movements for other watches it wasn’t until 
1937 when they brought their own watches into the 
world. 

Dimensions

 4 x 6 x 6 inches and its size is  35.0 mm 

Cultural Connotation
 
Watches are always considered a luxury and is a 
very big investment. It is a portable luxury that can 
be taken any place. People hold a deep connection 
with their watch and now are heirlooms. Going 
through generations the older and antique the 
watch is it has more value to it which makes people 
tend to buy more watches. People also do it as 
passion and collect expensive watches just to have 
a good collection or investment purposes. 

 Memories 

30 years ago when my father gifted this watch to 
my mother she lost it and looked for it everywhere 
but couldn’t find it anywhere. 4 years back I opened 
this old bag and saw this beautiful watch covered 
in dust.  Took it out and thought it has stopped 
working probably because of all these years were 
passed, but the thought of wearing it on my wrist 
still crossed my mind and wore it. The moment it 
touched my wrist hands of clock started moving 
I took it to my mother and she told me how it was 
kinetic watch and works on heartbeat. It is a very 
precious thing for me to have as it was a wedding 
gift for my mother and it somehow trickled down to 
me I hope not to lose it ever. 

Textual / Visual References
 
Its used in Hangover movie.  



UMNAH 
NASIR

Looking at mundane objects 
through an artistic lense 

has helped me discover the 
importance of the perspective 

with which we look at things 
around us. vFinding meaning 
in the objects we believe are 
only there to fulfil a purpose, 
not only assign the objects a 

personality of its own, but also 
helps us understand our own 

nature by  studying the objects 
we surround ourselves with. 
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Primark Home Accessories - Artifical Plant.  

Origin and History

Much of the world’s artificial flowers come from 
China, because that is where they originated over 
1300 years ago. Of course, the first silk flower 
making processes were far different than those of 
today. The polyester and plastic materials used to 
make silk flowers give them durability and vibrancy 
today that was unheard of in bygone eras. 

Dimensions

7 x 4.5 x 4.5 in.  
 

Cultural Connotation
 
The social media trend of flaunting indoor plants has 
skyrocketed since the last few years. Every home 
makeover is unfinished without the touch of a plant
Unfortunately for many of us, we firstly, don’t 
have the big bucks to spend on these plants; and 
secondly, do not have sufficient time and energy 
to invest in the caretaking of a plant. Hence we 
succumb to an easier solution; buying an artificial 
plant.

Memories 

My dad once got 8-10 mini cacti and succulents 
from a nearby nursery and I kept all of them on the 
window sill in my room where this one plant had 
already been for the past year. I took care of all of 
them, like the nursery guy said we should. But all of 
them lasted less than a month and they all wilted. 
I remember being terribly sad about failing to take 
care of them. This one however stood tall, bright 
and crisp as ever and this plastic plant was the only 
sign of hope and life on my sad window sill.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Radiohead’s Fake Plastic Trees:

Her green plastic watering can
For her fake Chinese rubber plant

In the fake plastic earth
That she bought from a rubber man

In a town full of rubber plans
To get rid of itself
It wears her out... AR
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Object 

Ikea Jansjo - Led Clamp Spotlight  

Origin and History

The invention of a completely practical lamp 
ordinarily is credited to Edison, who began studying 
the problem in 1877 and within a year and a half had 
made more than 1,200 experiments. On October 21, 
1879, Edison lighted a lamp containing a carbonized 
thread for the filament. The lamp burned steadily for 
two days. 

Dimensions

6.5 x 5 x 2 in.  
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Lamps have been a constant element while any 
visuals or stories were formed in context to the 
history of subcontinent. Lanterns were the sole 
source of light for people past midnight before 
electrification. Till date, in many cultural practices 
in this region the lamp (diya) is used as a sign of 
festivity. 

Memories 

This spotlight lamp has helped me stay awake and 
focussed through all my sleepless nights when I 
had to work to meet deadlines next morning. On 
the nights that I did manage to sleep, nature calls 
often woke me up and the amount of times I have 
injured myself walking to the bathroom in the dark 
is uncountable. The lamp is clamped on my bedside 
and has lit my short trips at night.   

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Lights Out (2016)
Rebecca finds a box of medical records and 
research in Paul's office. His findings reveal that her 
mother was admitted to a mental hospital as a child. 
While there, she befriended Diana. Diana suffered 
from a severe skin condition that meant she could 
not go out in sunlight, and was accidentally killed by 
the hospital staff when they tried an experimental 
surgery on her under intense light. It was believed 
that she was evil and was able to "get into people's 
heads". 
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Object 

Primark Home Accessories - Table Top Organising 
Basket   

Origin and History

 Sites in the Middle East show that weaving 
techniques were used to make mats and possibly 
also baskets, circa 8000 BCE.  Twined baskets date 
back to 7000 in Oasisamerica. Baskets made with 
interwoven techniques were common at 3000 BCE. 
Baskets were originally designed as multi-purpose 
vessels to carry and store materials and to keep 
stray items about the home.

Dimensions

8 x 8 x 3.5 in.  
 

Cultural Connotation

Organising has been a key element for all routines 
to function. May it be offices, schools, hospitals, or 
homes. having things organised help us smoothline 
all daily tasks and improve efficiency. These specific 
wire locker baskets are minimal, compact and 
lightweight, making it ideal for its cause. 

Memories 
 
Me and my siblings had very similar, but bigger in 
size, baskets in our play room that kept our toys 
segregated. All three of us had our name tags on 
the baskets. Looking at this basket in the store 
instantly reminded me of them and made me want 
to buy it instantly. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Getting Organised with The Home Edit - 2020
The whole show revolves around oranising and 
making the most out of whatever avaible space 
there is. Using containers and baskets are a key, 
constant feature in thier techniques in managing a 
space.  
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Object

Alfatah Home Accessories - Cosmetic Mirror   

Origin and History

The silvered-glass mirrors found throughout the 
world today first got their start in Germany almost 
200 years ago. In 1835, German chemist Justus von 
Liebig developed a process for applying a thin layer 
of metallic silver to one side of a pane of clear glass. 
This technique was soon adapted and improved 
upon, allowing for the mass production of mirrors.

Dimensions

13 x 9 x 5.2 in.

Cultural Connotation
 
From the times mirrors were invented, they have 
been used for self-reflection. It often also becomes 
a tool for self-glorification and loathing. It is the 
closest we can get to experiencing ourselves as 
what other’s experience us like. Mirrors have also 
been used on walls in closed spaces to give an 
illusion of depth and illumination.

Memories 
 
Perhaps the only thing that brought me so close to 
my reflection that I felt like my personal space was 
being intervened by my own self. It helped me to  
observe myself more keenly and during the process 
helped me identify and accept my flaws. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Sleeping Beauty - 1959
"Mirror mirror on the wall.."
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Object

Primark Home Accessories - Door Hook

Origin and History

 An employee of the Timberlake Wire and Novelty 
Company, Albert J. Parkhouse of Jackson, Michigan 
has also been credited with the invention. The story 
goes that one morning in 1903, Parkhouse arrived 
to work to find that all coat hooks were taken. 
Annoyed, he took a piece of wire, bent it into the 
shape we would recognize today, and hung his coat.

Dimensions

9.5 x 3 x 4 in.

Cultural Connotation
 
Hooks are a constant feature in all rooms, specially 
those of students who just dont have the time 
to tidy up their room often. Its need and use is 
amplified in places like hostels where storage space 
is bare minimum and hooks are hung wherever 
possible to hold as much clothes, bags, belts etc as 
possible. 

Memories 
 
My mom always complained about how messy my 
room used to be. It was mostly my too dirty for the 
cupboard and too clean for the laundry clothes that 
used to be everywhere in my room. When I was 
once shopping for myself on a vacation, I saw a set 
of three hooks and I instantly knew that I needed 
them.

 
Textual / Visual References

The Hook - 1991 
The basic premise involves a young couple cuddling 
in a car with the radio playing. Suddenly, a news 
bulletin reports that a serial killer has just escaped 
from a nearby institution. The killer has a hook. They 
decide to leave quickly. In the end, the killer's hook 
is either found hanging from the door handle or 
embedded into the door itself. Different variations 
include a scraping sound on the car door. Some 
versions have the couple spotting the killer, warning 
others, and then narrowly escaping with the killer 
holding onto the car's roof.
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VANEEZA 
AVAIS

My name is Vaneeza Avais and 
Im a Visual Communication 
Designer studying at BNU. 

We were supposed to design 
this publication as part of 

our assignment - curating 
mundane objects. I particularly 

chose these objects because 
they’ve been in my room for 

ages and I never viewed them 
as something special so I saw 
this as an opportunity to find 

out more about these objects 
and learn how to curate. The 

red colour is supposed to bring 
attention to these mundane 

objects because in the current 
environment that they’re place 

in, they’re often forgotten or 
just seen through.
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Object 

Fuji Film - Instax Mini 8 (Instant Film Camera) 

Origin and History
 
Tokyo, Japan, 1998 

Fuji’s instant film products are based upon the 
improvements made to Polaroid’s SX-70 instant 
film system that the Eastman Kodak Company 
sold in the 1970s and 1980s – namely the ability to 
expose the film through the rear of the photograph 
and the reversal of the dye layers’ order so that 
development in the blue layer is visible first.

Dimensions

4.5 '' height x 4.6 '' width x  2.7 '' depth
 

Cultural Connotation
 
Instant still cameras and instant films marketed by 
Fujifilm. They are associated with creating instant 
memories and instead of just giving you a digital 
image- it gives you a tangible photo-object. 

Memories 

I remember seeing Kevin from Home Alone 2 take a 
picture of the world trade center from his polaroid 
camera and it was so fascinating to see the picture 
come out of the camera instantly. It seemed so cool 
that I instantly knew I wanted to buy one. Years later, 
I managed to convince my dad to get me a polaroid. 
I still remember the night I got it- I was over the 
moon and the entire night was spent figuring out 
how to use the camera. It has been 8 years since 
and I absolutely love it.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Home Alone 2 
 
Thirteen Reasons Why
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Object 

Spanish Bull Ceramic Bobble Head 

Origin and History
 
The bull is ever-present is often seen a symbol of 
Spain. The simple black colour of this bull, with its 
head help up high and horns raised, is handcrafted 
in Sevilla, Spain. 

Dimensions

7 '' height x 4.5 '' width x  3 '' depth 
 

Cultural Connotation

The bull is seen as a symbol of the virtues and the 
values of Spain and Spanish culture. Sometimes 
the relationship is one of gender and a sort of 
masculine force and feminine force. Sometimes 
it's a relationship of aggressor to something more 
passive. The bull is characterized by its bravery, 
ferocity and nobility. The bull itself was seen as a 
mythological god in the Iberian culture, with the 
bullfight being the religious drama where a God, 
the bull, is adorned and sacrificed for humanities 
salvation.

Memories 

A few years ago as a joke I was pretending to be 
a bull and attacking my friends and that joke kind 
of stuck for a while and I was often referred as 
“bullneeza”. So last year when I visited Spain and 
saw this cute bull bobble head, I decided to buy it as 
a souvenir and as a reminder of that memory. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Ferdinand (2017)



TU
RK

IS
H

 L
AM

P 

object 
no ° 3

Object 

Mosaic Turkish Lamp 

Origin and History
 
The Turkish lamps have a long history, the 
manufacturing technique of these lamps originated 
5,000 years ago. In its origins it began with 
ceramics, metal and later with the introduction of 
materials such as glass and plaster- they combined 
all of them and that resulted in lamps with mosaics.

Dimensions

10 '' height x 7 '' width x  5 '' depth
 

Cultural Connotation
 
It’s not clear exactly when the first mosaics were 
pieced together but one thing is certain: mosaics 
have played an important role in the culture of what 
is now Turkey since mankind first began settling into 
organized communities following the development 
of agriculture. Mosaics are a key element of nearly 
every historic site uncovered in this area so it’s clear 
to see that mosaic lamps are not just some clever 
idea a decorator had 100 years ago that took off. 

They are part of the lifeblood of the region, 
hardwired into the DNA of the people that live there. 
Mosaics in fact are such an enormous component 
of the local cultural legacy that there are no fewer 
than half a dozen major mosaic museums in present 
day Turkey.

Memories 

I absolutely love Turkish traditional art especially 
their mosaics and ceramics. I’d seen many houses 
that hung huge Turkish mosaic lamps as chandeliers 
and they just looked so beautiful. So when I saw this 
beautiful white lamp, I bought it to put on my study.
P.S. It provides great lighting for writing notes.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Turkish Art and Architecture: From the Seljuks to the 
Ottomans - A book by Giovanni Curatola
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Object 

Soprano Ukulele 

Origin and History

The instrument originated in Europe and was 
introduced to Hawaii in 1879 when a Portuguese 
immigrant named Joao Fernandez jumped off the 
boat and started strumming and singing with his 
branguinha. 

The Hawaiians were so amazed with the speed of 
his fingers travelling over the fingerboard that they 
termed it the "Ukulele". The Hawaiians were brisk 
to follow the instrument as their own and the next 
ten years, it had become amongst the most famous 
musical instrument in Hawaii. 

Dimensions

13 '' scale x 21 '' height x 12 to 15 frets

Cultural Connotation

Hawaiian ukuleles are one of the most popular 
cultural symbols known to man. The ukulele is 
commonly associated with music from Hawaii. 
One of the most important factors in establishing 
the ukulele in Hawaiian music and culture was the 
ardent support and promotion of the instrument by 
King Kalākaua. A patron of the arts, he incorporated 
it into performances at royal gatherings. Hawaiians 
have used the instrument as an integral part of 
performances, shows and showcases of the 
different wonders of the Hawaiian Islands.

Memories 

I remember as a little child I was really fascinated 
by musical instruments and always wanted to 
learn how to play them. One day I was watching 
Lilo and Stitch and lilo started playing the ukulele 
and I got really happy seeing that “tiny guitar” so I 
researched on it and I found out its called a ukulele. 
I soon forgot about it but 2 years ago, my passion 
for learning how to play an instrument struck and 
I impulsively bought a ukulele and learned how to 
play my favourite songs on it. 

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Lilo and Stitch : 2002
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Object 

Scented Candle – Vanilla & Cranberry 

Origin and History
 
Kansas, USA over 60 years ago

Candles were a necessity before the days of electric 
lighting – but they nearly became obsolete in the 
19th century. It wasn’t until the 1980s that candles 
popularity began to rise again and they began to 
evolve into the candles we know and love today. 

Dimensions

6.5 '' height x 3.25 '' width x 6 '' depth
 

Cultural Connotation
 
No longer a practical necessity, candles became 
a luxury item and decorative candles with colored 
wax and patterned vessels were introduced. In 
China, several different fragrances of incense were 
layered inside candles with the change in fragrance 
indicating a new hour. In many different religious 
traditions, the act of lighting candles in a religious 
context is considered a sacred action. The candle 
symbolizes light in the darkness of life and is the 
symbol of the holy illumination of the spirit of truth. 

Memories 

Ive always been obsessed with good scents in the 
form of anything. May it be perfumes, air freshners, 
hand creams, shampoos or even candles- I just 
love the a good scent. A few years ago when I 
discovered that scented candles exist – I went to 
haroons and got my self a scented candle that I use 
in winters to create a very cozy atmosphere in my 
room.  

 
Textual / Visual References
 
Phillips, Gordon (1999). Seven Centuries of Light: 
The Tallow


