
Imaginary and real during the times of the pandemic 
By Ahmed Umer Farooqi  
 
The world is witnessing some tough times these days, with the appearance of the Coronavirus. Life 
situations are changing rapidly. How should one process all this information that is changing every 
hour? 
 
We cant see it but everyone is terrified. Is it something real or imaginary? People have become so 
paranoid that anything heard or seen about the virus and how to prevent is becoming a ‘must to do’ 
for everyone. Wearing masks have become essential but they are required only if you are infected. 
No touching and social distancing is being practiced. Something imaginary has become the reality 
and creating a havoc. We carry sanitisers like we carry a mobile phone with us. I heard somewhere 
that drinking hot water may prevent the infection and that has made my throat dry. As I’m drinking 
too much hot water these days. Myths about how to prevent it are becoming viral rapidly and 
people are panicking. 
 
But this is not the first time that the world has witnessed a pandemic like this. The history is full of 
examples of how the world was effected with all kinds of diseases. When I used to read about them 
they seemed imaginary to me but now that has become my reality, which makes me question about 
time. We are living over and over again. The world is revolving. Time is repeating itself. Is it possible 
that imaginary (past) is interchangeable to the real (present). Then what is the future? Do future 
exist? If time is repetitive then maybe the future is non existent. Future is a myth.  
We are studying and gaining knowledge about our past and the history of the world in order to 
determine what our future might be but if time is linear and interchangeable then we are actually 
studying about our present. This is all very confusing. Then again these are confusing times.  
 
Calamities and the mass destruction of populations and lives stretch back to biblical times and on 
through the days of plague in medieval Europe. Wars, too, have brought a Darwinian pruning of 
entire societies. Technological advance, from siege engines to long bows, from gas chambers to 
weapons of mass destruction, has magnified the process, culminating in the Cold War’s calculations 
of mutually assured destruction. 
 
People are asking: Does this have anything to do with the end times? After all, this generation has 
not witnessed anything so humongous and scary like The Coronavirus. People have become 
perplexed and confused. 
Rasoolullah SAS did predict many happenings among the signs of The Hour but could The 
Coronavirus be one them? Could The Coronavirus be one of the major signs of The Last Day? 
The major signs are ten in number based on the Hadith of Rasoolullah SAS narrated by Hudhaifa b. 
Usaid al-Ghifari (RA) who said:  Allah’s Apostle (PBUH) came to us all of a sudden as we were (busy in 
a discussion) He said:  
 
What do you discuss about? They (the Companions) said. We are discussing about the Last Hour. 
Thereupon he said: It will not come until you see ten signs before and (in this connection) he made a 
mention of the smoke, Dajjal, the beast, the rising of the sun from the west, the descent of Jesus son 
of Mary (Allah be pleased with him), the Gog and Magog, and land-slides in three places, one in the 
east, one in the west and one in Arabia at the end of which fire would burn forth from the Yemen, 
and would drive people to the place of their assembly. (Sahih Muslim) 
 
For sure Coronavirus does not fit any of the ten major signs of The Last Hour. Or so it seems! The 
appearance of The Mahdi and the return of Prophet Jesus (PBUH) and the coming of Dajjal all of 



which will follow one another still yet to come. None of these has yet happened. Are they far away? 
Only Allah SWT knows. 
 
In the annals of conflict, dating to the Plague of Athens from 430 to 426 BC during the 
Peloponnesian War, disease moulded national fates as much as — sometimes more than — 
competing armies. 
 
The fears from the latest pandemic are rooted deep in history. Plague in medieval Europe took 
millions of lives even at a time when globalisation was in its infancy, slashing national and 
continental populations by staggering amounts in the mid-14th century. 
 
Across millenniums, cholera, smallpox, typhus and other diseases have changed history’s course and 
reinforced human perceptions of frailty. The catalog ranges over swine flu and avian flu, leprosy, 
measles and malaria. 
 
Reaching much further back, the sacred texts that define belief and identity to this day chronicled 
the ninth plague in the book of Exodus, which now seems to be a harbinger of the quarantine, self-
isolation and social distancing that stretches ahead of many of us for months, if not years, to come. 
 
“And total darkness covered all Egypt for three days,” it reads. “No one could see anyone else or 
leave his place for three days.” 
 
The world is on a cleanse all around and I wanted to share some images I found about the past 
pandemics and just a thought that as those times have passed then this will also pass. Time passes. 
As these photographs show — and as the pre-photographic chronicles of history, faith and 
mythology confirm — the Earth and its people have long been prey to the invisible pathogens that 
bring their victims low with equal efficiency 



 



 



 

 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 

 
 



 



 


