
Marine Life Sanctuary for Pakistan 

Proposal Essay 

Current Impact of Sea Pollution on Pakistan: 

A sanctuary is defined as a safe space or refuge. It is in fact, what is desperately required for the 

protection and survival of the marine life of Pakistan. The current damaging environmental 

impact of sea pollution in Pakistan is appalling. The Lyari River (Karachi) used to be a habitat for 

birds and fish roughly forty years ago. However, due to the increased dumping of harmful metal 

waste, like nickel and chromium, the water has become too toxic for the birds and fish to 

survive in. Moreover, the discharge of sewage waste and garbage into the sea in Karachi has 

also forced marine life such as shrimps and birds such as flamingoes (which are already 

dangerously low in number) to face fatal consequences.   

‘Back in 2015, Karachi’s three treatment plants with a combined capacity of 150 MGD had 

become dysfunctional, paving the way for all raw sewage to be released into the sea. Compare 

this with Istanbul that has 154 functional treatment plants that process the entire 326 MGD of 

wastewater generated by its 15 million citizens who are probably living a guilt-free life. Iran uses 

nanotechnology for wastewater treatment; this is a far-fetched goal for us.’ (Moeen, 2019) 

Not only does the sea pollution affect the marine life, but it also has a huge impact on Pakistan’s 

economy as fishermen have to journey further on into the Arabian Sea in order to catch fish, 

their efforts often inadequate in the face of the destruction of the fish’s survival.  

‘”Along the Karachi coast, locals sometimes find corpses of endangered green turtles and other 

cetaceans, which died because of the pollution, especially due to throwing of plastic waste into 



the sea,” said Mirbahar (coordinator for International Union for Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources Pakistan (IUCN)). He said that several species of fish have disappeared from 

the waters of Arabian Sea due to pouring of industrial waste.’” (Walker, 2020) 

Apart from sea pollution, certain marine species are being harmed in Pakistan for recreational 

purposes as well. In May of 2019, a dolphin show was launched in Lahore, in collaboration with 

Ukraine, where the dolphins are trained and raised in captivity under harsh conditions for the 

sake of the entertaining show.  

‘…. Therefore, for the most part, marine parks must replenish their supply of dolphins by 

taking them from the wild. In addition to hurting or killing the dolphins during the capture, 

these kidnappings have terrible effects on the pods of wild dolphins. Dolphins are hyper-social 

animals, and their entire lives can be spent mourning for the loss of a single member. Even 

though some programs use captive-born animals but the fact is, whether born in captivity or 

pulled from the ocean, all dolphins share the same physiological and psychological needs.’ 

(“Position Paper on Dolphin Show”, n.d.) 

Current Action Being Taken in Pakistan: 

Presently, there is one marine protected area in Pakistan, called Astola Island (Balochistan), 

which was declared as such in 2017. The island’s beaches are home to endangered green 

turtles, hawksbill turtles and migratory birds, while corals aid the growth and survival of a 

variety of marine life species. Thus, this protection act was vital to conserve this fragile eco 

system. Moreover, the protection of sea turtles is aided by IUCN Pakistan and WWF Pakistan 

through the use of education amongst the local fishermen and the introduction of turtle 

excluder devices for trawl nets to stop sea turtles from getting stuck. However, this appears to 



be the extent of the action being taken so far in Pakistan for the protection and rehabilitation of 

its marine life, and it most likely will not prove to be enough in stopping animals from becoming 

endangered or extinct considering the speedily growing rate at which the Arabian Sea is being 

polluted.  

Case Studies for Benefits of Animal Sanctuaries: 

This is where the need for a marine life sanctuary and research center presents itself. An 

efficient case study is the Monetary Bay Aquarium in California, USA. The facility focuses on the 

rehabilitation of California’s oceanic wildlife through scientific research, and efforts towards 

enacting laws that inhibit offshore oil and gas development and protect endangered animals such 

as the southern sea otter and steelhead trout. The aquarium also proves to be beneficial to the 

economy as it employs over 500 people and makes for a popular tourist attraction. 

Additionally, awareness about marine life and the importance of their survival is created 

through the use of educational trips and courses.  

Similarly, the Ayesha Chundrigar Foundation Animal Rescue venture is a useful case study to 

look into whilst pondering the usefulness of animal sanctuaries. The non-profit organization 

works tirelessly to shelter and medically treat thousands of animals in Karachi, such as local 

street dogs and donkeys. According to Chundrigar, she realized the lack of compassion and 

empathy in Pakistan during her research projects as a journalist and made it her mission to 

focus on the roots of the country by helping the most vulnerable and voiceless- the local 

abused animals of Pakistan.  



‘A variety of research in the U.S. and U.K., including by the late psychologist Robert Poresky of 

Kansas State University, has shown a correlation between attachment to a pet and higher 

empathy scores.’ (Daniels, 2015) 

Conclusion: 

Pakistan’s marine ecosystem and biodiversity is in danger due to the harmful impacts of the 

dumping of chemical, industrial and sewage waste into the Arabian Sea. A refuge for sea wildlife 

is necessary in order for the movement for establishing more marine protected areas and anti-

pollution laws in the country to gain momentum. The establishment of a research center will 

aid problem solving and allow animals to rehabilitate and be released back into their natural 

habitat. Furthermore, the benefits to the economy through the jobs that the sanctuary will 

create and the tourists it will attract are also a positive impact on Pakistan. Lastly, the 

importance of the encouragement of empathy and compassion in our nation is often 

overlooked; however, a marine life sanctuary promotes the very concept in a practical way as 

Pakistan starts to prioritize healing for its marine life, rivers and seas. 

 

  

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED312087.pdf%5Bfiles.eric.ed.gov%5D
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