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Kazimir Severinovich Malevich was a 
Russian avant-garde artist and art 
theorist, whose pioneering work and 
writing had a profound influence on 
the development of non-objective, or 
abstract art, in the 20th century. 

Kazimir Malevich started his life as an 
artist painting Russian landscapes, 
farming and religious scenes. He lived 
during the First World War and the 
Russian Revolution.



Malevich invented a style of art called suprematism, a visual language of simple shapes 
and colours. He used squares, circles and rectangles and only used a few colours to make 
his artwork. Suprematism was about seeing and feeling art in a new way. 

He wanted to completely abandon depicting reality and invent a new world of shapes and 
forms. 

‘In the year 1913, trying desperately 

to free art from the dead weight of the real world’

- from malevichs 1927 book ‘the non objective’



Appeared for the first time in Malevich’s 
1913 scenic design for the Futurist opera 
Victory Over the Sun.

Malevich created a set piece that was like a 
precursor to the Black Square: for Scene 5 
of the 2nd “Doing” (the opera’s Acts were 
called “Doings”), he designed a curtain with 
the outline of a square.

Malevich believed suprematism was the 
end and beginning when sensations are 
uncovered, where art emerges. 



The painting simply features a black square painted 
upon a white surface, first version done in 1915.

It was an ultimate expression of reductionism: a 
declaration that all recognizable visual imagery can be 
pared down to the simplest possible forms, and that 
content is irrelevant; all that matters is feeling. 

Malevich himself called “Black Square” the “zero 
point” of art. 

Indian diagram 
explaining the 
theory behind the 
development of 
black square





 Suprematist Composition: White on White (1918) 
is an abstract oil-on-canvas painting by Kazimir 
Malevich.

The square is not exactly symmetrical and its 
lines imprecisely ruled generate a feeling not of 
borders defining a shape but of a space without 
limits.

Malevich tried to make it look as if the tilted 
square is coming out of the canvas. Malevich 
intended the painting to evoke a feeling of 
floating, with the colour white symbolising 
infinity, and the slight tilt of the square suggests 
movement. 



More commonly known as Red Square is 
a 1915 painting by Kazimir Malevich.  The 
painting is of a red quadrilateral on a 
white field.

To Malevich this painting was about 
letting go of all materialism, but to the art 
world he had created total abstraction 
and the development of Constructivism. 

Malevich was exploring Cosmic Space, 
the idea of the weightlessness of pure 
form. 



Presented his iconic black square with 38 
non figurative suprematist canvases. 

Black square was hung in the red corner, a 
place usually reserved for religious icons. 


