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Reflective paper 

Introduction: - 

          Being an IB practitioner I can proudly say that I have been a part of the PYP 

exhibition held on all the levels of PYP not just the graduating class.  For the research 

paper, I will be reflecting on my pedagogical practices during the exhibition of IB 

learners at BeaconHouse Newlands. My aim is to look at these practices through the 

lens of Howard Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligence. In my observation, I have 

found Gardner’s theory has resonated with me the most. I will critically reflect upon the 

course of action I took during the exhibition theme, which was “Sharing the Planet”. 

Theory: -  

       So, the theory I have chosen is Howard Gardner’s Theory of 

multiple intelligences. This theory resonates with me a lot 

because it views human mind not in a liner way. Stating that each 

individual has a specialized set of intelligences true to them is 

honestly revolutionary. Gardner came up with 8 intelligences 

initially that the human mind comprises. Which are as: 

1. Musical 

2. Kinesthetic 
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3. Interpersonal 

4. Intrapersonal 

5. Linguistic 

6. Naturalistic 

7. Visual/Spatial 

8. Logical 

He later added Existential in the mix as well 

when he modified his theory. So, a person 

with musical intelligence has musical talents. They learn through music and they can 

either create, produce or play any musical instrument. A person with kinesthetic 

intelligence learns by doing hands on activities, these people thrive in dancing, 

dramatics and sports. Someone with interpersonal intelligence thrives in social settings. 

Their people’s skills are great. An individual that shows traits of intrapersonal 

intelligence most, has a clearer sense of self and their individuality. Linguistic 

intelligence as evident from its name is when a person thrives in speech or writing and 

language in general. Someone who is 

connected to the nature shows signs of 

naturalistic intelligence. Logical 

intelligence caters to mathematical and 

computational functions. The last one 
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is existential which was added later on and it focuses on an individual’s morals, beliefs, 

values and faith. Howard Gardner in all of his books continuously mentions that he is 

not an educationist and that his theory cannot serve as a curriculum. But even after that 

his theory was being used my schools as a basis of their core objectives. After years of 

being reluctant towards venturing into education he finally did come into it. He teamed 

up with some brilliant minds at Harvard university and they all came up with Project 

zero a student-led project based learning pattern. 

      Project Zero and IB learning are very similar in some cases. The reason why aligning 

my pedagogy with it seems like a reasonable choice. In project zero they talk about a 

person who has a set of multiple intelligences and can 

develop further intelligences on the basis of them. 

Though my pedagogy is a mixture of multiple theories 

and practices, the theories mentioned above 

predominantly shine. IB in general is a very conclusive 

and self-explanatory format and has some defined 

boundaries of teaching, it has taught be to go beyond the 

learning and experiment as much as you can with learning 

and teaching in general. 

What Is International Baccalaureate (IB)? 
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So, I teach in an IB system. I will be explaining IB the way I understand it. Whenever 

anyone asks me what the IB education system entails I just say one thing “It is questions 

and their discovery”. IB better known as the international baccalaureate system is an 

inquiry-based program which focuses on student-led project-based learning. IB has 

some key elements it comprises of Transdisciplinary skills, IB learner Profile, TD themes, 

Key concepts and Action. All of these things collectively make an IB learners, who have 

agency over their work. 

Relationship between MI and IB: - 

I connect the multiple intelligences with the IB system through their IB learner profile 

and the Multiple intelligences spectrum. The IB learner profile shows IB learner and 

each profile caters to Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences. 

IB Learner profile Multiple Intelligences 

Inquirers 

Musical 

Kinesthetic 

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Naturalistic 

Visual/Spatial 

Logical 

Knowledgeable Musical 
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Kinesthetic 

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Naturalistic 

Visual/Spatial 

Logical 

Thinkers 

Musical 

Kinesthetic 

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Naturalistic 

Visual/Spatial 

Logical 

Existential 

Caring 
Intrapersonal 

Existential 

Communicators 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Existential 

Balanced 

Musical 

Kinesthetic 

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 
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Naturalistic 

Visual/Spatial 

Logical 

Risk-takers 

Musical 

Kinesthetic 

Interpersonal 

Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Naturalistic 

Visual/Spatial 

Logical 

Open-minded 
Intrapersonal 

Linguistic 

Reflective 
Interpersonal 

Existential 

Principled 
Logical 

Existential 

 

My Work: - 

The work that I will be reflecting on is from an exhibition theme. Exhibition is basically 

the display of knowledge accumulated by the learner in their years being in PYP. It 

usually happens at the end of grade 5, but where I teach, they decided to do the 
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exhibition on all levels. Which include early years early primary and upper primary, and I 

teach grade 4. The theme that we chose for the exhibition was; Sharing the Planet. 

When anyone would hear the descriptors and even the name of this theme, they 

definitely would reach to the consensus of teaching sustainability, preservation of the 

earth and talk about our relationship with the planet. I wanted my learners on a 

different route I wanted them to understand communities, relationships and 

communication with other individuals.  
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My planner: - 
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The inquiry cycle is quite simple. Its loosely based on Pigiet’s constructivist pedagogy as 

well. Its starts with gauging a learner’s prior knowledge, then tuning them into the 

theme, next comes finding out information about the concept, later is sorting the 

information into compartments of learning and lastly, we have understood how we can 

go further with the learned information. Throughout our inquiry journey we have two 

formative assessments that are based off of the lines of inquiry and a summative 

assessment that stems from the central idea. 

Our inquiry: - 

        The challenge was not that it was an exhibition the challenge was that the kids 

had to make their own central ideas and lines of inquiry. The facilitators were told to 

pick a focus of their choice and then make personalized central ideas and lines of inquiry 

with the learners. I chose to reach my focus by doing and activity 

with them making a word bank and then forming 

our central ideas. When I did that I understood 

how I was implementing agency within my 

learners to take ownership of their learning. 

Exactly what project zero promotes as well.  
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The learner started with holding the strand of a string and telling a fact about 

themselves I had also shown them the 

description of the theme. They came up with 

multiple words which also gave me an insight on 

their intelligences. Each learner came up with a 

word true to their intelligence. The activity 

firstly, carted to individualism and then when the central ideas were made they turned 

into pluralism. The word bank led us to the central idea of: 

 

Central idea 

We shape the relationships within 

communities. 

 

Lines of inquiry 

• Co-existence of relationships. 

• The impact of communication 

on human relation. 

• Role of individuals to establish 

communities. 
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The entire process was completely student led and inquiry based. When the time came 

to assess the learner, I again wanted it to be hands on as I had put my learners on the 

spectrum of multiple intelligences and most of them lied between visual/spatial and 

kinesthetic learners. So, I made a formative that would cater to all types of learners it 

was a 3-staged formative assessment. On the basis of which I was going to assess their 

communication skills (speaking, talking and listening) the formative was language and 

math embedded. I made a maze for my learner they had to first evaluate the maze and 

complete the maze in form of instructional writing (Language embedded). Later they 

would be paired up and they would both guide each other by taking turns through the 

maze. They would be blindfolded while listening to the instructions (PSED embedded). 

The learner giving the instruction will also make a tally mark (math Embedded) for each 

time their partner made a mistake. I try my best to keep my assessment and planners as 

differentiation friendly as possible. In the rubric attached, it is quite evident; 

For the second formative, I gave them dialogue writing with role play. All of the learners 

wrote 2 characters and one situation each to be put into a mystery box. They then were 

shuffled and later their peers chose characters from the characters mystery box and 

situations from the others. All of them then formed a dialogue and did role play with the 

partner of their own choice. The criteria’s they learners were assessed on were very 

interdisciplinary. The learners had a lot of agency over their work and enjoyed doing so 

as well. 
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As a part of their action they were asked to mind map places they could go to for their 

exhibition trip. They all came up with multiple responses. they also had to write a 

rationale as to why they should go there. After seeing multiple perspectives, they then 

came to the consensus of going 

to an old age home (Chaoun 

trust).  

      According to them these 

people are the ones who lack 

actual relationships in their 

lives. They do have a community of their own, but their own blood relations left them 

here. The 

learner 

being 

caring and 

having 

great 
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interpersonal skills, which by the way was a dominant intelligence I was instilling 

decided to not ask them painful questions instead indulge them in activities and have 

fun with them and that’s what happened. 

The learners had fun, made conversation about their respective interests and had food 

with them as well. When we came back learners decided to formulate letters for the 

people. 

Which we send them every week till today. Lastly their summative was a dramatic piece 

they all performed in to 

showcase their learning 

of communication within 

relationship. The 

performance was done in 

front of their parents on 

the day of the exhibition. 

Analysis:  

   When I analyze all of the above planner through the lens of multiple intelligences 

and project zero, I see my learners generating inquiry on the spectrum of those 

intelligences. I not only enabled them to build up their already existing intelligence but 

also form new ones. Even though the core intelligence I was working with was 
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interpersonal and intrapersonal my learning engagements were very transdisciplinary. If 

I were to change any of the above-

mentioned learning engagements, I 

would change the summative task to 

something which showcased their 

learning to the fullest. Maybe a 

poem writing task that would 

encapsulate all the issues they faced 

while understanding the true 

meaning of communication, community and relationships. Overall, I feel my learners 

had a sense of agency over their learning throughout the process and on the day of the 

exhibition they presented their learning with a lot of confidence. 

Conclusion: 

        Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences is very refined. Though 

it compartmentalizes the human brain, it also gives us an insight to our learner’s 

abilities. Whereas, project zero shows us how agency over one’s learning can give the 

learners a chance to express themselves to the fullest. Maybe the benchmarks we as 

facilitator have set for them, they can surpass them. In my case my learner usually does 

amaze me every day with their finding and inquiry.  


